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« To the right curteous Gentlewomen, both 
of England and Ireland, Barnabe Rich wiſheth 


all things they ſhould haue appertaining to 
their honour eftimation and al other 
their honeſt delights, 


HEntlewomen (I am ſure there are many) but 


a eſpecta lly of ſt uch as be(t know me) that will not 


. alittle wonder to ſee ſuch alteration in mee, 
LAN that hauing ſpent my yoonger dayes in the 
7 8 Warres amonęſt men, and vowed my ſelfe on- 
A) 2 ly wnto Mars : ſhould now in my riper yeeres, 


4 r deſire to liue in peace amongſt women, and to 


& conſecrate my ſelfe wholy vnto Venus. But yet 


the Miſèr ſort can very wel conſider, that the older we waxe, the ri- 
per oar wit, and the longer we line, the better wee can conceine of 
things'appertaining to our own profits ,thogh harcbraind youth ouer- 
haled me for à time that I knew not bale from bliſſe, Yet wiſedom now 
hath warncd me, that I wel knowe Cheeſe from Chalke, I ſec now it is 
leße painful to folowe a Fiddle in a Gentlewcmans chamber: then to 
march after a Drumme in the field. And more ſound ſleeping vnder a 
{ilken Canopy cloſe by a friend, then vnder 4 Puſh in the field, within 4 
mile of our foe. And nothing ſo dangerous, to be wounded with the lu- 
ring looke of aur beloued Miſtreſie : as with the cruel ſhot of our-hate- 
ful enemy, the one poſſeſt with a pitiful heart , to helpe where ſhe hath 
hurt: the other With a deadly hate, to kil where they might ſauc. 

Experience now hath taught me, that to be of Mars his crew,there is 
nothing but paine, trauel,turmoi le, diſquiet, cold. hunger,thirſt penurie, 
bad lodging, worſe fare, vnquiet ſleepe, with a number of other cala- 
mittes,that haps ] kuow not how. And when a Souldier hath thus ſer- 
ued in many a bloody brot le, a flap with 4 Foxe tai le (hal be his beſt re- 
Werd : for I ſee no better recompente that any of them can get. 

Nom, contra ry, to be of Venus band, there is pleaſure, ſport, toy, ſo- 
lice, mirtſ peace quiet, reſt, dainty fare, with a thouſand other delites, 
ſich as I cannot rehearſe. And a man hauing ſerued but a reaſonable 
trmemay ſometimes take d taſte at his Miſtreſs tippes,for his better re- 
cc. | 
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Bat now (Gentlewomen) as I haue vowed my ſelfe to be at your diſ- 
poſitions, ſo I Hue not how to frame my ſeſfe to your contentations, 
when I conſider with how mæny commenc able qualities, he ought to 
be indued, that ſhould be welcomed into your bleſſed companies : I find 
in my ſelfe noone maner of exerciſe , that might giue me the leaſt hope 
to Winne your good likin WE... 

As firſt for Dauncing,alihough I like the Meaſures very wel. yet I 
could neuer treade them aright, nar to vſe meaſure in any thing that 
I went about, although I deſire to per fourme «l things by line and by 
{euel, whatfoeuer I tocke in hand, 

Our Galliards are ſo curious, that they are not for my dancing. for 
they are ſo ful of trickes and turncs , that he which hath no more but 
the plaine Sinquepace, is no better accounted of then 4 very bung ler, 
and for my part, they might as ſoone teach me to make « Capricornus, 
a5 4 Capre in the right hind that it ſhould be. 

For 4 Jeig my heeles are tou hrauy: And theſe braules are ſo bu- 
fie that I loue nat to beate my braines about them. 


A Round is too giddy a daunce for my diet, for let the dauncers run 


about With as much ſpeed as they muy: yet are they neuer 4 whit the 
nearer to the end of their courſe , vnles with often turnings,they hap 


tacatchs fall. And ſo they end the daunce with ſhame, that was be- 


gun but in ſport, 

Theſe Hornpipes I haue hated from my very youth: and Thnowe 
there are many other that loues them as euil as I. 

Thus you may perceive that there is no daunce, but either [ like not 
of them, or they like not of me, ſo that I can dance neither. 


There reſteth then if I could play of any Inſtrument, or that I had 


any ſight in Song, whereby I might delight your dainty eares (Gentle- 
Women) by ſweet playing er fairing ſome prety Ditties. But to the 
firſt, my fingers would neuer be brought in frame: For the ſecond, my 
mouth is ſo vnpleaſant, either to ſing,or to faine, as would rather breed 
your lothing, then your liking. 

Why yet if I could diſcourſe pleaſantly, to driue away the time, 


With amorous deuiſes , or that my concett would ſerye me, either to 


propone prety queſtions, or to grue ready anſwtrs : With 4 number o 

other delights, too long to be rehearſed, there were ſome comfort, that 
1 might be allowed of amongſtyou. But my capacitie is 75 groſſe, my 
Wittes be ſo blunt, and all my other ſenſes are ſo dull: that I am ſure 
you Would ſooner condemue me for 4 Dunce , then confirme me for 4 
Diſciple, fit to whiſper «tale in a Gentlewomans care, 
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But yet 1 truſt (Gentlewomen) When you ſhall perceiue the ⁊ea le 
that I beare to my new profeßton: althoughyou wil not preſently ad- 
mit me to the Pul pet, Het you wel not deny me, to be one of your 4 
rih. Where if it pleaſe you, but to place me in the body of the Church, 
you ſhal find my deuot ion as much, ds he that kneeleth next the Chaun- 
cel doore. 

And heere (Gentlewomen) the better to manifeſt, the farther re- 
gard of my duety : I haue preſented you With « few rough hewen Hi 
ſtories. Yet I dare vndertake ſo warily poliſhed, that there nothin 
tet ſlip,that might breed offence to your modeſt mindes, 

I haue made bolde, ta publiſh them vnder your ſafecondites, and I 
truſt it ſhal nothing at all offend you, My laſt requeſt is, that at your 
pleaſures you wil peruſe them, and with your fauours you wil de- 

fend them, which if I may perceiue, not to be miſlthed of among [1 
you, my encouragement will be ſuch , that I truſt within a 
ver) ſhort ſpace, you ſhal ſee me grow froma yong Pu- 
nie, to ſufficient Scholer. And thus (Gen- 
tlewomen) wiſhing to you all, what 
your ſelues do beſt like of, 
I humbly take 
my leaue. 


Yours in the way of honeſtie, 
DARNABE RICH. 
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NUN FEDOLIED 
To the noble Souldiours both of England 
and Ircland : Barnabe Rich with- 


eth as to himſelfe. 


V Here is an olde Proueibe (noble Souldiours) and 
— {\ tus it ſolloweth: It is better to bee happie then 
HEL - Wile: but what it is to be happy, howe ſhculdel 
MAG N. diſcipher, who neu:r in my lite , coulde yet at- 
dl 1,5 taine to any hap at all that was gocd, and yet I haue 
had Souldiours lucke , and ſped as well as the reſt 
Dol my proleſsion. And with Wiicdome I will not 
e meddle, I never knew where it greyv, but this I dare 
| SJ boldly atfirme (and the experience of the preſent 
time doth make daily proofe) that Wit tans by in 
a threedebare coate, where Follic ſometimes firs in a veluet gowne t And how 
often is it ſeene, that Vice ſhalbe aduaunced, where Vertue is little or naught at 
all regarded, {mal: deſert ſhall highly be preferred , where well doing ſhall goe 
varewarded,and flatteric ſhalbe welcommed for 2 gueſt of great account, where 
plaine Tom tell troth ſhall be thruſt out of doores by the ſhoulders ; And to 
ſpeaxe a plaine trueth indeede, do ye not ſee Pipers, Paraſites, Fidlets, Dauncers, 
Players, leſters, and ſuch others, better eſteemed and made of, and greater bene- 
uolence vſed tovvatdes them, then to any others that indeuour them ſelues to the 
moſt commendable qualities. 
Then ſecing the abule of this preſent age is ſuch, that follies are better e- 
ſteemed then matters of greater vveighe: I haue ſtept on to the Stage amongeſt 
rac reſt, gontented to play a part, and haue gathered together this {mall volume 
of Hiſtor ies. all treating ( ſitreuerence of you) of Loue. 
remember that in my laſt Booke, intituled: The Alarum to England, [ 
promilc to take in hand ſome other thing: but beleeue me, it vvas not this that 
meant: for I pretended then to haue follovv ed on, and vvhere I ended vvith the 
decay of lattiall diſcipline, ſo l mcant to haue begun aga ine vvith the diſcipline 
of Warte. and yvithal to haue ſet foorth tlie orders of ſundty Battelles, and the 
maner of Skirmiges , vvith many plots of fortification: but eſpecially thoſe of 
the Lovy Countries, as Deft,Delfts Hauen, Roterodame, Leiden, the Breille, both 
the head and the toyvn Gorccum, Gouldfluce, Maaſlardeſſute, the Crimpe, vvith 
diuets ochers vvotthie the peruſiug, for ſuch as haue not ſeene them, But I ſece 
mc tim ſerucs not for any tuch thing, to be accom pted of. And therefore to fit 
the time bettet, { haue put foorth theſe louing Hiſtories, the vyhich 1 did vvritd 
in liclindgar a yacant time, before the comming oucr of lames Fitz Morice: an 
it pleaſed me the beiter to doe it, onely to keepe my ſe le from * 
tley 


to the noble Souldiours. 


they ſay, it were better to be idle then ill occupied. But I truſt | ſhall pleale 
Genticyyomen, and tha: is all the gaine tbat I looke for. And here in] do but fo- 
low the courſe of the world. For many now adaies go about, by as great deuiſe 
as may be, how they might become women themielues. Howe many Gentle- 
men ſhall you fee at this preſent day, that I dare vndettake, in the wcating of 
their apparell, in the ſetting of their Ruffes, and the freeſli ng of their haire, ate 
more new fangled and fooliſh then any curtiſan of Venice. | 

And I beſeech you (Gentlemen) giue me leaue to tell you a tale that comes 
euen now into my minde 3 the matter is not woorth the hearing, but yet verie 
ſtrange: to me at the firſt, | | 

It was my fortune at my laſt being at London, to walkethorowe the Strand 
towards Weſtminſter, where I met one came riding towards me on a Footecloth 
nagge, apparelled in a French Ruffe, a French Cloake, a French Hoſe, and in his 
hand a great fanne of Feathers, bearing them vp (verie womanly) againſt the 
fide of his face: and for that I had neuer ſeene aay man weare them before that 
day, I began to thinke it vnpoſsible,that there might a man be found ſo fooliſh, 
as to make h imſelfe a ſcorne to the world, to weare fo womanith a toy. But ra- 
ther thought it had bin ſome ſhameleſſe woman, that had diſguiled her ſelfe like 
a man in our Hoſe, and our Clokes: for our Dublets,Gownes,Caps and Hats they 
bad got long agoe. 5 

But by this time he was come ſomething neare me, and I might ſee he had 
2 Beard, whereby Ius aſſured that he ſhould haue bin a man, whereat I began 
to muſe with my ſelfe, whether his ſimplicity were more to be piticd,or his fol- 
lie more to be laughed at. For in mine opinion, it is as fond a ſight to ſee a man 
with ſuch a bable in his hand, as to ſee a woman tide through the ſtreete with a 
launce in hers, - | | 

And as he paſſed by me, I ſawe three following that were his men, and ta- 
king the hiadermoſt by the arme, I asked him vvhat Gentlevvoman his Maſter 
was; but the fcllovy not vnderſtanding my meaning, told me his Maſters name, 
and ſo departed, 

I began then to muſe yvith my ſelfe, to yyhat end that fanne of Feathers ſer- 
ued for, it could not be to defend the ſunne from the burning of his beautic, for 
it was inthe beginning of Fevruarie., vvhen the heate of the ſunne may be verie 
well indured, | 

Novv, if it yvere to defend the vvinde, or the coldneſſe of the aire, me thinke 
a Frenchhoode had bin a great deale better, fot that had bin both Gentlevvoman- 
like,and being cloſe pinned doyyne about his cares; vvould haue kept bis head a 
great deale vvarmer: and then à French hoods on his head, a French Ruftc about 
his necke, a French Cloke on his backe, and a paire of French Hoſe on his legges 
had bin right, A la mede de France: and this had bin ſomerhing ſutable ro his wit. 

But I thinke he did it rather ro pleaſe Gentlevvome, and the beitet to ſhevv 
vvhat honour he bare them, vyould vveare one of the greateſt vanities that long 
to their ſexe, Add to this end (Gentlemen) I haue tolde you my tale, that you 
might perceiue the ſundrie meanes ve vſe, ind al to pleaſe women, I ſec it is the 
path that all deſire to paſe, and ſure I would wiſh my friends to tread the fame 
trace. For what is he that is wiſe, which deſites to be a Souldiour: Mars his 
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Court is ful of bale, Venus is fal of bliſſe. And iny good companions and fellove 
Soul diouis, if you will followe mine aduiſe, lay aſide your weapons, hang vp 
your Armors by the walles, and learne an other while (for your better aduance- 
meats) to Pipe, to Piddle, to Sing, to Daunce, to lie, to forge, to flatter, to caric 
tales, to ſer ruffe, or to do anit thing that your appetites beſt ſerue vnco, and that 
is better fieting for the time. This is the or.cly meane that is beſt for a man to 
bring himlelte in credite: Otherwyiſe | kao not which way a man might bend 
himſelte, eythet to get gaine or good report. 

For firſt the Militarie profeſsian, by meanes whereof men were aduanced to 
the greateſt renovvne, is nowe become of ſo lender eſtimation , that there is no 
account made neither of it, nor any that ſhall profeſle it. 

To become a Comner,rhere is os litle gains to be gotten:for Libetalitie, Vho 
was wont to be a principall Officer, aſwell in the Court as in the Countrie, by 
whole meanes wel'.doing could never goe vorewarded, is turned Jacke out of 
otfice, and others appointed to haue the cuſtodie of him to holde him ſſꝛort, that 
he range no more abroad, ſo that ao man can ſpeake with him. And they ſay, the 
poore Gentleman, is lo fleeced from time to time, by thoſe that be his keepery, 
that he hatli nothing to giue that is good, but it falleth to their ſharcs. 

To become a ſtudient in the La we, there are ſuch a number of them alreadie, 
thit me thinkes it is not poſs1ble, that one of them ſhould honeſtly thriue by an 
other. And ſome will ſay, that one La wier, and one Goſhauke, were enough in 
one ſhire But ot my conſcience, there are more Liwicrs in ſome one ſhite in 
England, yvith Atturnies, Sol icitours, or as they are tei med, t rokers of cauſes, 
or Petic foggers. then there ate Goſhaukes in all Norvvay. 

To become a Marchaot, trafſique is ſo dead, by meapes of theſe forraine 
broiles, that ynlefle a man would be a thecfe to his Countrie, to ſteale out pro- 


hibited vyares, there vvere ſmall gaines to be gotten. 
To become a Farmer, landes Le ſo racked at ſuch a rate, that a man ſhoulde 


hut toile all che daies of his life to pay bis landlords rent. 
But vvbat occupation or hand e- craft might a man then follovy to make him - 


ſelfe tich: vrhen cucric Science depends vpon nevy fangled faſhions, For he that 


to day is accounted for the fineſt vvorkman,vvithin one moncth ſome nevv found 


fellovy commeth out yrith ſome nevy found faſhion,and chen he beares the priſe, 
and the firſt accounted ſor a bungler, And vvithin another moneth alter, the ſ.- 
cond ſhall be ſerued vvith the ſame lavyge : and thus there is no Artiſicer that can 
hold his credite long. 

Such is the miſcrable condition of this our preſent time, this is the cou rſe of 
che vvorld, but eipecially bere in England. Where there is no man thought to 
be vviſe, but he that is vvealthie: vrhete no man is thought to ſpeake trueth, but 
ſuch as can lie, flatter and diſſemble: vrhere there is no aduiſe allovved for good, 
but ſuch as tenderh more for gaine then for glorie. And vyhat pinching for a 
penic, that ſhould be ſpent in our Countries defence? Hovv prodigall for a pound 
to be ſpear ypon vinities and idle deuiſes? What ſmall recompence to Souldiors, 
that fight vvich foes for their Countries quiet? Hovy liberall to Lavviets, that 
ſer friends at defiance, and diſquiet a hole common vvealthꝰ What favvniog vp- 


on him vrhome Fortune doth aduaunce: What frorvning on him —— 
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to the noble Souldiours. 


hath brought 'ovvc? What little cue of the poore and ſuch as be in want What 
feaſting of the rich, and ſuch as be wealchic ? What ſumptuous houſes built by 
men of meane eſtateꝰ What licte hoſpitalitie kept from high and lowe degree. 
And here I einnot but ſpeake of the bountie of that noble gentleman , fir 
CAHAISs TS HII HATTON, my very good maſter and vpholder, vvho ha- 
uing builded an houſe in Northamptonſhire, called by the name of Holdenbie: 
which houſe for the brauerie of the buildings, for the ſtatelineſſe of the cham- 
bers, for the rich furniture of the lodgings, for the conueiance of the offices, and 
for all other neceſlaries appertenent to a pallis of Pleafure $ is thought by thoſe 
that haue iudgement, to be incomparable , and to haue no lellowe in England 
that is out of her Maieſties hands: and although this houſe is not yet fully fini- 
ſhed, and is but a new erection, yet it differeth farre from the works that arc v - 
fed nowadayes in many places, I meane where the houles are built with a great 
number of Chininies, and yet the ſmoke comes forth bur at one onely tunnell. 
This houſe is net built on that manner, for as it hath ſundrie Chimnies, ſo they 
caſt forth ſeuerall ſmoakes 2 and ſuch worthie port and daily holpitalitie kept, 
that although the ownerhimſclte vſeth not to come there once in twoyeeres, 
yet l dare vndertake, there is daily prouiſion to be found conuenient, to enter » 
taine any Noble man with his whole traine, that ſnould happe to call in of a ſo- 
daine. And how many Gentlemen and ſtrangers, that come but to ſee the houſe, 
are there daily wel commed, feaſted, and well lodged. From whence ſhould hee 


come, be he rich, be he poore, that ſhuuld not there be entertained, il it pleaſe 


him to call in? To be ſhort, Holdenby giucth daily rcliefe to ſuck as be in want, 
for the ſpace offi or ſeuen miles compaſſe. ; 

Pcraduenture thouſz that be enuious will thinke this tale nothing appertinent 
to the matter that | was in hand with all, but I truſt my offence is the leſſe, con · 
ſidering l haue ſpoken but a trueth: and do wiſh that cucry other man were a- 
ble to ſay as much for his Maſter, and fo an end. 

And now where let off I was telling, what pride,what couetouſneſſe, what 
vrhoredome, what gluttonie, what blaſphemie, what riot, what exceſſe, what 
d a kenneſſe, What ſwearing, what briberie, what extortion, what vſurie, what 
oppreſsion, wat deceit. what forgerie, what vice in generall is daily entertained, 
and practiſed in England. And although it hath pleaſed God by wonderful ſigns 
and miracles, to fote warne vs of his wrath, and call ys to re pentance, yet you ſee 
the world runneth for wards, and keepeth his wonted courſe, without auy remorſe 
of conſcience, neither making ſigne nor proffer to amend But like as we ſee an 
old ſore being once ouerrunne, will not be cured with any moderate medicine, 
but muſt be eaten with coroſiues till he comes to the quicke: and like as we ſay, 
one poiſon muſt be a mcane to expell another. So vvhat ſhould vve otherwiſe 
thinke of our ſelues, bur if yve be groyven to ſuch exttemitie, as no gentle admo- 
nition vvill ſerue to reclaime vs: vvhat other thing ſhould vve looke for, but 2 
miſchie le to be the medicine: God vvill not ſuffer that vice ſhal alvva ies floriſhs 
he vvil ſurely roote it out at the Lift, And how long hath he alreadic borne with 
vs in Our wickeduefi>2 and vyhat reformation is there had among v? Vnle le it 
be to go from euill to worſe. Bur if we did duely conſider, hovy mercifully he 
bath dl! dealt with vs, IL. oy favcurabl y heath preſeiued ys, and how wonder. 

B fully 
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fully le hath defended vs, Tthinke we ſhould not be (altogether)ſo vntharkful, 
as vet ſhev our {elues to be, For vvho knovverh not vvhat an eic-fore this litle ile 
of England hatl bin to the vyhole vvorld & bovy long haue vve liuedſas it were) 
in contempt of ſuch countries as be our next ne ighbouis: vvho ſt] inueying our 
quiet and happy gouerr ment, baue praciſed by as many deuiſes as they could, to 
bring rs into their own predicament, had it not bin the only prouidence of God 
that pre ſerued vs? Or vvbat friendſhip might Ve yet hope to find at any of theit 
hands, if their oportunitie vvould ſeiue the, to be re uenged ot the diſpite, vvhich 
long ago they had conceiued againſt vn Firſt, he French hath euer bin our ene- 
mies by nature. The Scots by cuſtome. The Spaniards for religion. The Dutch, 
although vye haue ſtoode them in great ſiced, and holp them at · næny a pinch 
yet | could buie as much friendſhip as they do allcwe vs, for a Barrel of Engliſh 
Becre. if yve ſhould go any further, then we come tothe Pope, the Tuike,and the 
Dcuill,and vvhat friendſhip they beare vs, I thinke eueiy one can imagine. 

And bere we might conſider, hovv vvonderfully God hath wrought in our be. 
hal fe, aud with all hum blenes of heart giue him daily than kes for his bencfits be- 
ſto / ved vpon vs, but moſt of al & eſpecial y for our moſt gratious and ſoueraigne 
lady Queene E LIZ ABE H, vvho from time to time he hath ſo mightily pre- 
ſerue d, to be the very inſtrument of his mercie, and louing kindnes tovvardes vs: 
and for yvhoſe fake (no doubt) he hath forborne vs in his diſpleaſure, as many 
times he did the children of Ilrael. at the requeſt of his ſeruant Moſes, 

Firſt, ho was ſhe aſſaulted in her ſiſtets time, by thoſe rauening Wolves, 
that daily ſought her death: for they all ſtoode in doubt, that ſhe ſhould be that 
Iudith, vl. ich ſhould cut off Holofernes head? And it pleaſed God to briog it e- 
uen ſo to paſſe: not only defending her from their ctueſty and rage, but raiſed hir 
vp( indeed) to the viter ſubuerſion of thoſe blody butchers, and to the great com- 
fort of vs al that wete in bondage. asd lubiect to iy ranny: pot only ſetting vs free, 
fron; : hole deteſtable enor mities, that ſo corofjue out conſciences but made open 
way and paſſage for the word of God, freely to be publiſned (I think)to our own 
deſtruction, that ſo vnwo: thily ri ceiue it Vpon this howe many mightie ene- 
mies proteſted againſt her, and what hatme haue any of them bin able to do her? 
And how many treaſons and priuy conſpiracies (ſith that time) hath bin practi- 
led by our pelting Papiſts againſt her? but God hath revealed and brought them 
to light, Let vs therefore pray vnto God, that he would ſo lengthen her dayes, 
that vye might ſt] enjoy fo gracious a br incefſe,long to goucrne and raigne ouer 
vs. And that from time to time, he would ſo direct her noble Counſaile, in all 
their meetings and conſuliations, as may redound to bis glorie, to the benefit of 
their countcy ard to their owne immortall faine, Let vs like w: ſe piay, that God 
would roote ſuch couetous hearts out of England, that for the ſpꝛring of a penie 
for the preſent time, care not to let lip ſuch matter as muy coſt many a pound 
bere after this. Now laſtly,and as Mariners vſe to ſing at the fea, God fave my 
Mate and me alſo: and God ſend all Souldicurs that haue honeſtly ſerued their 
country better conſide ration then of long time they haue had. And thus Noble 
Souldiours and Gentlemen all, I haue held you vvith a long ſermon, neither can 
Itel how my preaching wil be allowed of: i ctaue no more, but wiſh you al bet- 
ter (ortune then | know this preſeng ſime wil afſoord you and ſo wil teſt a. your 
dſpoſgion,  BAR&ANASR RICH, X 
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To the Readers in generall. 


AN Allure thee (gentle Reader) when J firſt 

vs tooke in hand to wꝛite theſe diſcourſes, J 
J meant nothing leſle than to put thein in 
e pint, but wit them at the requeſt of 
ſome of iny deareſt friends, ſometimes fox their dil⸗ 
pozk, to ſe rue their pꝛiuate vle. Ind now againe by 
great iinpoztunitie,4 aim forced to ſend them al to the 
Pꝛinter. The Hiſtoꝛies (altogither) are eight in num⸗ 
ber: whereof, the firſt, the ſecond , the fikth, the 
leuenth and eight, are tales that are but fozged onely 
fo: delight, neither creDible fo be heleeued, no2 Hurts 
full to be peruſed. The third, the fourth, and the ſixt: 
are Italian Hiſtozies, witten likewiſe foꝛ pleaſure by 
Maiſter I. B. And heere gentle Reader, J muſt in⸗ 
ſtantly intreat thee, that if thou findeſt any woꝛdes oz 
terines ſeeming moze vndecent, than peraduenture 
thou wilt like ol: thinke that J haue ſet them downe, 
88 moe appopuate to expzeſſe the matter they in⸗ 
treate of, than either fo want ofiudgement, oꝛ good 
znaners. Truſting that as J haue witten them in 

ſeſt. ſo thou wilt reade them but to make thy ſelle 
merrie. Þ wiſh they inight as wel pleaſe thee 
in the reading, as they Diſpleaſe me in 
putting them fozth. ] bid thee 
heartilp farewell, 


Barnabe Rich, 
B 2 Vy 4 4 
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Ho ſecks by ladie Fame to reape renowne, 
Muſt ask conſent of worthie vertues grace: 


V To her belongs the ſtaulement of the crowne, 
She yeelds all thoſe their iuſt deſerued place, 

As ttead her path and runne her royall race: 
Such Rich rewards to cach, the yeelds each where, 

As might become this worthy Auch to weare. 


The painfull man that tilles his ground, reapes fruit, 
Each merite hath his meede, paine hath his hire: 
Delert requires that Fame ſhould not ſtand mute, 
VVhere V Viſcdome doth to Vertues wayes aſpire: 
The hope of gaine doth ſet mens hearts on fire, 


Then yecld him thanks, that erſt hath vndertooke, 
For thy delight topen this little booke. 


Let Momus mates chat on, in their deſpight, 4 
Letwranglers wreake and wreſt the worſt they may : | 
The wiſeſt ſort will iudge and take delight, 
Though iangling Iayes that know not what they ſay, 


VVill oftentimes their witleſſe wits bewray: f 
Vet Rich ſhal reape, hat he right due fiath wonne, ; 
Deſerued praiſe, for that which here is donc. j 


Finis quoth ,. F. ent. 


EEE 
J Baptiſt Starre, in praiſe of 


the Authour. 


F due deſert ſhould reape reward, 
or woorthie merit, guerdon haue. 

I} hy ſhould not Rich preſſe foorth himelfe, 
thy louely Laurell crowne to crauc: 

It hoſe life in field that woonne himpraiſe, 


he leads at home in Pallas wayes. 


Scorne not then Zoilus his good happe, 
that can his will ſubdue and tame, 

But trie to tread his path, whereby 
thoumaye#t thy life with vertue frame. 

Chow his paine, and penne to wrieht, 
who nought pretends but thy delight. 


Loe he who woonted was in field, 
to meet his furious foe in face: 

Hath ſcalde Parnaſſus hill, where he 
attends Mineri her noble grace: 

And there his penne doth play his part, 
as did els where his ſhield and dart. 


Finis. B. S. 


B 3 


The 


: LEA 7 N 2 Gel N 
= The Printer to the Reader. 


| He fragrant Roſe can make no choiſe, 8 
| who ſhall vpon him light: | 
| The ſprauling Spider turnes to gaule, 
the Bee to honny right. 


9. N . # I; tes, — 1 


So fares it with this booke, whoſe leaues 
are open ſpread to thee: 
Make choice good Reader of the beſt, 


ſucke hony with the Beg, 


— 


IN Miſconter not each metry phraſe, [ 

ors deeme not the worſt of it: 
A ibs V Vhich is not pend to doe thee hurt, | 
A. ö but regreate thy wit. | 


ANC And for ſuch faults as ſcaped are i 
. The preſſe, whereof theres ſtore z 5 I 
* Reprouè the Printer for his haſte, * vx 
19 blame not the booke therefore. |} of 


1 But as by mirth tis meant to mous, 3 a 
4 thy minde to ſome delight: 1 
Aug | Reward his paine with praiſe, which did I 
:V i thele pleaſant ſtories wright, \ 
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Sappho | 


APH DE 82 


MANTONA, 


The Argument of the firſt Hiſtorie. 


| Sappho Duke of Mantona , hauing long time ſerued Claudius the 
Emperor, by whoſe magnanimitic, and Martiall proweſſeſundrie 
victories were atchieued againſt the Turke, was by falſe impoſiti- 
on baniſhed, himſelfe, Mleis ilina his wife, Aurclianus is ſonne, 
with Phile ne 55 daughter: in which banniſhment, they ſuſtained 
ſundrie conflicts of Fortune: but in the end, reſtored agatne to their 


former eſtate and dignitie, 


he one of the guns vertues that woꝛldly 
men can expꝛeſſe in the connnon behauiour 
DE of this life, is neither to ware pꝛoud by 
8 1 puꝛolperitie, noꝛ to fall into diſpaire by ad⸗ 
85 uerſitie: for Foꝛtune hauing a kree will to 
come and goe, when; and where ſhe liſtech. 
6 The wiſcman ought not to be ſozie when 
De SG he looſeth her, noz to reioyce when he hol- 
y deth her, foꝛ that the valiant man looleth no reputation, when that 

; Fortune faileth him, but is the leſſe effecracd of, if he want diſcrett- 
j on to beare her mutabilities, the which foꝛ the moſt part is altogither 
vncertaine, now pꝛomiſing good, now perfoꝛming ill, now lifting; 
pp to the tip ol che higheſt dignitie, now chꝛowing domne to the pit 
1 of perpetuall infamie : now avuancing aloft thoſe that be enwozth'e, 
' 3 nowthzowing downe the climers vp into extreame aduerſitie: ſuch 
. as the gifts and graces of fozture,to haue no better thing moꝛe cer⸗ 
taine in them, than to be foꝛ the moſt part in all thinges vncertainc. 
4 — the ſequell of this Miſtoꝛie (hall moꝛe better deſcribe, and follow 

eth in this maner, 

There was ſometintes remaining in the Court of the Emperoꝛ 
Claudius, à noble Duke whoſe name was Sappho Duke of Mlan- 
tona, who as well, thꝛough his owne magnanimttte and valiance, 
as other wil though his great pollicie x experience in Partiall af- 
faires, had atchieued many notable victoꝛies, n the behalf of the em⸗ 


F perour againſt ; Turk. which made hun both kamous to the woꝛlo, 
| and 


f 
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1 
* 
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Sappho Duke 


and feared ol his enemies, butmoſt entirely beloued of the Empe⸗ 
rour Claudius. But the warres being once finiſhed and bꝛought to 
an ende, ſo that the Empire remained in tranquilitie and peace: 
Souldiours were foꝛgotten, Captaines were not cared fo : ſuch as 
had pzoffered themſelues to fight foꝛ the ſafetie of their countrie, 


wece now taken off, and ſuch were p2eferred in their roumes, as 


had am facuitie in them tending to pleaſure and delight : as Daun⸗ 
cers, Pipers, Fidlers, Minſtrels, Singers, Pariſites, Flatterers, 


Jeſters, Rimers, Talebearers, Newes carriers, Loue makers, 


luch as can deuile to pleaſe women, with new fangles, ſtrange fa- 
ſhions, by pꝛayſing of their bewties , when ſometimes it is ſcarce 


woꝛchie: by commending of their manifold vertues, when Bod 
knowes they haue few oꝛ none at al. But ſee J pꝛay you how far my 
wits begin to ſquare, J pꝛetended but to pen certame pleaſant dil⸗ 


courſes, foꝝ the onely pleaſure of Gentlewomen, and cuen at che 
verie firſt entry, J am falne from a reaſonable tale to a ratling rage, 
as it may ſecme, But J pꝛay vou (Gentlewomen) beare with my 
weakenefle, and as the pꝛeacher in the pulpit , when he is out of his 


text, will ſay foꝛ excuſe : Good people, though this be ſomething di⸗ 
greſling from my matter, yet it may very well ſerue at this pꝛeſent: 


Take this J pꝛay vou foꝛ my excule in like caſe, c 
And now to my purpoſe where J left off befoꝛe, this noble duke 


Sappho, had no ſkill in courting trade: his head which had been ac- - 
cuſtomed to beare the loftie Welme, had now quite foꝛgotten to 
weare the wauering plumes, readie to blow away with euerie wind. 
Mis bodie moſt inured to weare a coat offteele, could not be bꝛought 
in faſhion with this queint and nice array. His necke he thought 


moxꝛe ſitly to paiſe the truſtie Targe, than to be hanged with Geins 
oꝛ Chaines of gold: his fingers commonly pꝛactiſed to graſpe the 
ſwoꝛd o2 Launce, could not be bꝛought in frame to ſtrike the virgi⸗ 
nall oꝛ lute: his voice ſerued him better to cheare his ſouldiours in 
the field, than either to faine oz ſing dittics in a ladies chamber: His 


tongue had moꝛe vſed to ſpeake ſimply and plaine, than to diſſemble 
with his friend, oz to flatter with his foe : His legs had better Lill 
to march after dubbe a dubbe a dubbe, than to mince it with a mi⸗ 
nion, tracing a pauion oꝛ galliard vpon the ruſhes. That ſhould J { 
ſay farther, this noble Duke had no maner of ſkill in carpet trade: 
But thus it fell out that paraſites and flatterers , hauing once ente⸗ 
red credite with the Emperour :(as ſurely it is almoſt a _— in- | 
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pe flrmitte, alwellamongl pꝛinces, as other ſupertour officers, to be 
9 | ſepucedby flatterers, pickthanks, and talebearers) this noble em: 
* + perourlikewiſe, by the inſtigation of ſuch as were about him, who 
þ perceiving che dike to be none of their flattering fraternitie, and in⸗ 
le. + neighing the great reputation wherein the emperour held him, hay 
AS © | ſoincenſed the emperour againſt him, that now his liking was con- 
im uerted into loathing, and his great love turnen to amoze hate, chat 
in che end the pooze duke was bzought to anſwere vnto many foꝛged 
s articles ſurmiſed againſt him, who neither in conſideration ot hig 
fa- foꝛmer ſeruite done fo2 his countrey, neither in reſpect of the inno⸗ 
cencie of his cauſe, could otherwiſe be diſpenſed withall, than to be 
baniſhed into exile, himſelfe, Meſsilina his wife , Aure lianus his 
ſonne, with Phylene his daughter: And although the common ſoꝛt 
ul- -* ofpeople held him in great honour, and much lamented his caſe, yet 
the ¶ tt could not be holpen, but the emperours decree openly pzonounced, 
30> || multneeds take place, 
A belſeech you gentlewomen, yet to comfozt your ſelues, I knoin 
his pour gentle hearts, cannot endure to heare of ſuch ungentle partes, 
but chele are but the frumpes of ozdinarie foztune, not pꝛiuate ta 
nt: duke Sappho alone, but common to all men that be of the like pꝛo⸗ 
1 feſſion : fo2 what happened better to the moſt noble captames ot 
che wozld, oz what other recompence receiued either Cæſar, Scipi o, 
HFanniball, oz many other like, who haning honoured their coun: 
tries with ſundꝛie triumphs, and many notable victoꝛies, when the 
warres were ended, and that there was no moꝛe need of them, fini- 
'7 thed their daies in ſuch pittifull plight, as J will keepe to my lelfe, 
becaule right courteous gentlewomen , J rather veſire to dzaw you 
to delights, than to dꝛowne you in dumpes, by revealing of ſuch” 
j — facts, as I know pour gentle natures is not able to di= - 
Thus vou haue heard how this noble duke, with his wife and 
childꝛen, by ſentence from the emperour, were banniched from out 
their natiue countrie, as alſo from other realmes, cities, townes, oz 
an 2 territoztes, being within the emperous dominions , There refteth 
n. 4 now fo the duke to make luch pooze pꝛoujſion foꝛ his furniſhing, as 
his abilitie might any wayes ſerue him, the which God knowech, 
Fell out ſo meane and kant, as it ſkarſly ſerued him to defray his 
charges, ta carrie him from out thoſe plates, from whence he was 
RNohibited: and taking his courſe * the partes ol 
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Sappho Duke 


after a long and wearie tourney , he arriued at a towne called T a: 

riffa, where being lodged in a meane and ſimple houſe , his money 
now being at the laſt calt, wherewith to beare his charges. his pooze 
wife and chuldꝛen altogither wearied, with theit long and trouble» 


ſome trauaile, and himlelfe all aſhamed to be knowen what he was. 


Now it fell out, chat the hoſt of the houſe many times viewing, aud 
calling his eyes vpon the ducheſle of Meſsilina, who notwithſtan⸗ 

ding ſhe diſlembled her eſtate and degree, contented to leaue her ho⸗ 
nourable dignitie, and to participate ſuch eijual foꝛtune with het hul⸗ 
vand and childꝛen, as their hard hearts had conducted them vnto, yet 
her beautie ( which could not be blemiched with meane and homely 


garments) had ſo entangled her arrant holt, that hee could be merrie 


when he was out ol her lweet ſight, and nam though he perteiued his 
gheſt began to ware ſlacke in his paiment, and not able to viſburſe 
fo2 his oꝛdinarie expences, vet foꝛ the loue he bare to his wife, he was 
contented to chalke vp the charges behind the dooꝛe, hoping i in the: 
end to hate cleared the ſ kozes to his better content, and as time and 
conuenience nught ſerue him, he ſpared not to let the ducheſle vnder⸗ 
ſtand his great liking towards her, allſuring her, that the courteſie 
that he vled towards her hulband, was onely foꝛ her lake, and that if 
he were aſſured his good will might be acceptable in her ſight, ſhee 
might aſſure her ſelte of ſuch a friend of him, as would be as carefull | 
ok her as her hul band, to whom the was married. 

This ladie nom hauing well pondered the woꝛdes or her antoous' 
hoſt, who would not thinke but that ſhe was much perplered in her 
minde, that ſhe who had been boꝛne of honourable parentage. eſpou⸗ 
ſed to anoble duke, whole dignitie in times pat, ſurmounted all the 
reſt, whoſe training vp had euer been amongeft thoſe of the higheſt 
degree, and nowe that honourable eſtate , was not only eclipſed by 
crooked deſtinie, but alſo to haue her chaſtiie aſſailed, by ſuch a ſim⸗ 
ple coiſterell, whom ſhe durſt not fo ſharply ſhake off, as her heart 
would very well haue ſerued, fo2 that ſhe knew the duke her huſband: 
was rine in his debt, neither could ſhe tell by what meanes hee 
was able to diſcharge it, the was therkoꝛe cõſtrained with farre ſpee- 
ches, to ſhift him off from time to time, che which the knane percet- 
uing very well, began to thinke with himſelfe, chat it was but her 
huſbauds meſence, thathindered him ofhis purpoſe , and . 
determined to ſinde a pꝛeſent remedy. 

Aud now comming to his gheſt, began to recken with him, and 
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of Mantona.. 


to tall him to accomptfo2 the charges wherin he was behind, telling 
him, that at that verie inſtant, hee had occaſton to occupie money, 
which made hin not onely to ſeeke vp ſuch ſmall ſummes as were 
due vnto him, but allo to trie his friends otherwile to ſerue his turne, 
and that helping him now at his pꝛeſent need, he might then begin a: 
gaine anew ſ koꝛe, and would beare with hun a much longer time. 

The pooꝛe duke then info2ced to ſeeke out an old ſalue foꝛ a newe 
ſoꝛe, which is to pꝛay when he was not able to pay, with bery cour⸗ 


teolis ſpeeches, deſired his hoſt to beare with his inabilitie, aſſuring 
him that when time ſhould ſerue, he would ſo thzoughly recompence 


him, as he ſhould haue caule to hold him well contented. 

But what pꝛaiers may pꝛeuaile, where pitie is cleane exiled, oꝛ 
what gentleneſſe is to be looked foꝛ, to come from ſuch an vngentle 
churle, whoſe minde was onely ſet vpon rape and rauine, who hay 
pꝛemeditated befoꝛe the dꝛilt ( which as he pꝛeſuppoſed) was nowe 
ſorted out as he looked faꝛ. TUherfoꝛe (as it were) halle in a fury,he 
vttered foꝛch theſe woꝛds: My friend content your ſelf, and take this 


' fo2 areſolute anſwere, the mony which now reſteth in your handes, 
although J might very ill foꝛbeare it, as mp caſe ſtandeth, vet foꝛ that 


ti is not mine eale to run into any farther charges, without a better 
allurance, than either woꝛds o2 pꝛomiſes, J am notwithſtanding cũ⸗ 


ul | tentedto beare w you for that which is already paſf, minding from 
dis day foꝛwards to giue no further credit, and fo2 that you are alto⸗ 


gither a ſtranger, vnto me bnknowen,both what you are, frõ whence 
you come, whether you wil, and where J ſhould find you, J purpoſe 
therfo2e fo2 my better ſecuritie, æ the rather to come by Þ vou already 
do owe me, to keepe pour wife in pawne, whom J know is ſo dearly 
beloued vnto you, that foꝛ her ſake I ſhall the ſooner heare from you 
again, otherwiſe J know not where to enquire after you, noꝛ how to 
come by that is my due, which J am not wel able to fozbeare,neither 
do J mind clearly to loſe, The pooꝛe afflicted duke, hauing neuer 
faln befoze into cutthꝛotes hands, perſwaded indeed that the tenoꝛ of 
this varlets woꝛds, e the keeping or his wife tended to no other end, 
vert fo2 his better aſſurance to come by his money, was conſtrained to 
make a vertue of neceſlitie, and was ſo much the better pleaſed, foꝛ 


that his wife might (til re;1aine free from farther trauaile, and thin⸗ 


king in time to ſettle himſelf, and to recouer his wife ex childꝛen about 
him: with this reſolution he began to relate vnto his wife, with what 
lalutations his gentle hoſt hav * withal, de ſiring her _ 
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Sappho Duke 

fort her ſelfe fo a feaſon , aſſuring to doe his beſt mdetour, am to 
ſet vp his ſailes to the pꝛoſperous gales of foꝛtune. 

This good ladie, hearing her huſbands diſcourſe vncertaine 
what to doe, wept bitterly , as well toꝛ griefe to looſe his pꝛeſence, 
as fo2 that the ſhuld be left in the hole of the arrant knane her holt: 
but like a wiſe ladie, hearir g the allcadged reaſons of her lozd and 
buſband, did thinke it not fo2 the beſt, to increaſe his olde ſoꝛrow 
with anew griefe, contented her ſeife, vttering theſe woꝛds: 

Deare huſband, knowing all that you haue ſaid to be verie iuſt 
and true, I am contented foꝛ a certaine time to foꝛce my will, in hope 
that hereafter we may liue togither, toying our lelues in the compa: 
nie of our ch:ldzen, and this J would deſtre you, that ſo often as you 
can by conuenient and truſtie meſſeugecs, to ſend me woꝛd and intel: 
ligence of your health and eſtate, becauſe the lame ſhould bing grea⸗ 
ter contentation vnto me, than the welfare of mine owne ſelfe. 

This ſam, ſhe imbꝛacing him verie louingly, ard he kifling her 


with great ſoꝛromand gricfe, tooke his leaue, and bade h s ladie and 


ſpauſe heartily faremel, leauing with her hylene her deare daugh⸗ 
ter. 

Thus himſelfe, with Aure lianus his little ſonne, departed from 
Tanffa, towardes the famous citie of Cayze, and as they paſſed 
though a wilderneſſe, hauing loſt their way, wandering two oz 


thiee daies without any maner of food, ſauing hippes, haves, and 
llowes, ſuch as they could gather in the deſart,the pooze child being 


ouercome wich faintneſſe,not longer able to trauell, began to com- 
plame to his afflicted father, deſiring him to ſit downe to reſt him 


ſelfe atime : the wofull father commented in his minde, to ſee his 


pooꝛe diſtreſſed child, ſat him downe vnder a tree, where after a 


while, recounting tohimſelfhis ſundzy milfoꝛtunes, being oppꝛeſſen 
and wearted with trauell, he fell into a ſound fleepe, the childe alter 
be had a while reſted himlelfe, leauing his father afleepe, began ta 
ſecke about foꝛ ſomething to flake his hunger: and as he was ſtrap- * 


ing thus about the woods, it foꝛtuned the duke of Uaſconia, hauing 


loft his companie in the purſute of a ſtagge, where he had bin ahun: 7 


ting, and as he was crolling the next wap to go to the citie of Mel: 


Sura, with thzee oz foure ſeruing men, he foꝛtuned to e pie the 


he lard 4 Alas my little boy, what makelt thou in this __ 
ou 
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ſina, where he held his court, hauing in his companie but the lod of 3 
child running in che buſhes all alone, and calling the child vn o him, 4 


of Mantona. 
thun here alone, o how cameſt thou hither I p2ay thee tell me: Fo2- 
| footh godfather (quoththe childe) J came hither with my father, 
who lies aſleepe here by, and J was ſeeking ſomething to eate, fo2 
bymntroch J am ſo a hungred, chat J could eate wozſe meate then 
t: : apiece of a roſted pigge, and that with all my heart. 
nd | The Ouke gceatly pleaſuring to heare the pꝛety anſwere of the 
child, replied in this wiſe: How layeſt thou mp litle knaue, wilt thou 
be my boy and dwell with me, and J will giue thee good meate thy 
iff belly full: how ſateſt thou, wilt thou goe with me: Pea foꝛſooch 
pe godfkather (quoth the childe) on that condition you will giue me roſt 
az tl neate enough, J will go with you, foꝛ I thin ke J did not eate my 
u belly full ok roſt meate this moneth and moꝛe. 
The Duke chen commanded one ot his men to take vp the child, 
whome he carried away with him: and now perceiuing it to be both 
well fauoured, quicke witted, and very apt to learning, he bꝛought 
it vp at Schoole, where he pzoued not only wile and learned, but al⸗ 
ſo in manv ocher ererciſes, conuenient and fit fo2 gentlemen, he com- 
monk excelled euery other man. And thus leauing him at Schoole, 
A villl conuert my tale to his wofull father, who when he was ama⸗ 
ked, and miſſed his pꝛety ſonne, beganne to pꝛie about in euery buſh, 
ſeeking and calling, what Aurelianus, Aurelianus, where be vou 
Aurellanus? but in the end when he could no where finde him, thin⸗ 
king aſſuredly that he had bene deuoured by ſome wild beaſt, began 
with pitifull exclamation to crie out. D Foꝛtune, Foꝛtune moꝛe then 
fickle , who in a moment hoiſed a man vp to the higheſt degree, and 
by and by, in leſſe ſpace then in the twinckling of an eye, ſhe thꝛow⸗ 
eth him downe againe ſo lowe, as moꝛe milerie is pꝛepared foꝛ him 
in one day, then ſhe aduaunced him in an hundꝛed yeeres , which J 
nom pꝛooue, and haue experience in my lelfe, and ſo much the moze, 
the greater is my griete, who haue bene nouriſhed delicately amon- 
geit my friends, maintained ſtill in moſt pꝛoſperous eſtate, hoping 
2? for thefull perfection of my felicities, by marrying a noble Dame, 
with whom J pꝛetended to ſpend the reſidue of my life, actoꝛding to 
the ſcope and lot appointed by the almightie God: but now behold 
all my enterpꝛiſes be quite plucked backe, and my purpoſes turned 
(lleane topſie turuie, in ſuch wiſe, that from honourable effate, J am 
dꝛiuen to wander lecke a vagabond, dꝛiuen from poſt to piller, from 
> countrey to countrep, from region to region, to ſequeſtrate my ſelfe 
3 fromamongſt mp friends, without any _ place where co make 
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Sappho Duke 


my abode. Oh froward fate, how canſt thou e fo hard hearted, and 
voyde of pittie, (iill to pꝛoſecute thy cruell purſutte , firſt to depꝛiue 


me of my honourable dignities, then to bamutſh me from amongſt my 


louing friends, thirdly to ſeparate me from Meſsilina my welbelo⸗ 
ued wife, moꝛe deare vnto me then the balles of my vnhappy eies, 
and not yet contented, but nome to bereaue me of my ſvieete infant, 
my onely hope of comfo:t in my olde age. O veath, death, the ende 
of all ſozrowes, and the begumer of felicities, nowe make ſharpe thy 


Dart, and giue no longer delay of life, diſpatch, diſpatch at once, 
che moſt vntoꝛtunate man that liues this day on earth: foꝛ what a. 


uailech my life, ił in che gulfe of ſoꝛrowe and griete J dzowne the 
pleaſures ot the ſame : but ah J ſee right well, thou pꝛeſetueſt the 
ſame ot purpoſe, but to delight in my griekes, and to triumph ouer 
my aduerſities. And herewithall che bꝛiniſh teares ſo ſtreamed 
bowne his cheekes, that he was not further able to ſpeake one woꝛd, 
but running vp and downe the woods, ſighing and ſobbing in great 
anguiſh of minde, and his body much infeebled foꝛ want of foode 
and ſuſtenance: he foꝛtuned to meete certame labouring men that 


dwelt in a pooꝛe village not farre from the place, who perceiuing 


by his geſture, that he was paſſionated in his thoughts , ahey began 
with ſuch curteſie as they had learned in the countrey to demaund the 
occaſion ot his griefe, But he knowing very well, howe farre thep 
were vnable to miniſter reliefe to the leaſtof his afflictions, could 
render no other auſmere, thenpiteous ſighs and ſobs. But the 
pooꝛe peſants , when they had better behelde the tallneſſe of his ſta⸗ 


ture, che ſeemelineſſe of his countenaunce, and the comlineſſe of lis - 


perſonage, were mooued with compaſſion towardes him, and with 


ſuch bad eloquence as their ſkil would permit, begamie to perſwade 
him to walke with them to their cabbins , where hee might refreſh 
himſelke with ſuch homely iunckets as was pꝛouided foꝛ their owne 
ſuppers. The duke contented to peelde to their requeſts, walked 
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along with them, where he remained all the mght very penſiue any 


heauie in his heart, and beganne to thinke with himſelke, that 


there was no moze hope left fo2 him to heare of his ſonne, any 
therefoze beganne to imagine howe hee might render ſome reliefe 


to his pooze wife and daughter, whom he had left as you befoze haue 


heard, 


Now there was dwelling hard by the place a Noble man that I 
was loꝛde of the village, who hauing intelligence of this diſtreſſed I 
ſtranger, 3 ' 
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of Mantona. 
n ranger, cauſed him to be ſent foz, befoze whom when the duke was 
ziue ' preſented, after many queſtions debated betweene them, the noble 
my man demaunded of the duke what countrey man he was, and howe 
el: he had bene trained vp, and then ik he coulde be contentedto play the 
ies, | fermngman, and woulde be carefull and diligent in his maltcrs af- 
ant, faires, that then hee woulde be contented to receiue him into his ſer- 
me uite, and would reward him arcoꝛdingly, as he was able to deſerue. 
thy The duke all aſhamed tu be knowen what he was, reuerently made 
ck, anſwere that he was boat inthocountry of Achata, and that he had 
WA: beene trained vp in lerutte wich fundzy noble men, and would be ve- 
the ry well contented to doe his beſt indeuour,to ſerue him with the beſt 
the ¶ſeruice hee could doe. Thus the pooꝛe duke became a ſeruingman, 
uer whom we will leaue with his maſter, and returne ta his wife, who 
med L was left in huckſters handling (as pou haue heard) remamed in the 
02D, ; - houſe with this varlet, who ſought by ſundꝛy aſfapes, to ſatiſſie his 
reat * villainous luſt : and like an expert ſoulaiour when he commeth to 
beſiege a holde, firſt ſendech his heraults to ſummon the fo2t, pꝛole⸗ 
chat ung mauv large conditions, if they will quietly ſurrender, but if 
ting tiance be made, then p2eſeutly he placeth his battery, thundering 
gan fooꝛth his cannon ſhot ag ainſt the malles, which if they be ſo well 
che rampied, that there will no bꝛeach be made, yet hee ceafeth not 
hep © witch gifts and bꝛibes to coꝛrupt che (Uarders, not caring howe he 
auld ronquereth ſo he may haue the ſpoyle. 
he This villaine in likewiſe ſought firſt wich piteous ſighes, which 
ſta- ¶ ſauced with ſugred woꝛdes, did ferue in ſteade ol Heraults, to per⸗ 
(his > ſwane her to yeelde vp the keyes of the foꝛtreſſe, that with peacecble 
with entry, he might take poſſeſſion at his pleaſure : but being by her re⸗ 
ade pulſed, and the flagge of deſtaunce diſplayed vpon the bulwarke, 


ren chen with thundering thꝛeates he thinketh to make his battery, pꝛo⸗ 
wne kering ta caſt her into pꝛiſon, fon che debt which was owing hin foz 
led F her huſband and her ſelfe-: Dtherwhiles againe he wouldtempt her, 
and and try her with gifts, thinking that for the neceſſity ſhe was diuen 
that into, ſhe would haue made ſale of that which the pꝛelerred befoye hir 
and 7 owne lite, 

liefe This noble Dame perceiving her ſelfe ſo hardly beſet on euery 
jaue 2 fide, fcaring inthe enve, the varlet woulde wozke her ſome grea- 


3 ter diſpite, ſo infozced herſelfe with Phyle ne her litle daughter to fal 
wb wonke, that with weaumg and knitting of lace, & otherwiſe with 
F ere needles they had gained ſo much money, as ſhe was able to 
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ſet her ſelfe free from out a knaues debt. And thinking with hir ſeife, 
thatherhuſband had remained about the citie of Cayꝛe, to the whi 
he purpoſed to tourney when he departed from her: ſhe determined 
with all conuenient ſpeede to repaire thither, as well to comfozther 
ſelfe with the companie ol her loꝛd and huſband, as otherwiſe with 


her earnings to helpe to relieue him:but fo2 that ſhe had vnderſtand⸗ 


ing that the paſſage by land, was not onely troubleſome. but alſo ve- 
ry inconuement fo2 her to trauell, by reaſon it lay though woods 
and dcſarts, ſhe got intelligence ot a ſmal karke that was bound thi: 
ther by ſea, which onely ſtayed but ſoꝛ a winde to ſerue her turne. 
Dereupon the diſcharged her ſelfe from the towne of Tariffa, and 
when weather ſerued, agreeing with the maſter foꝛ her paſſage, 
her ſelfe with her daughter repaired abooꝛde the barke : which be: 
ing put to ſea, was foꝛced by the extremitie of a contrary winde, ta 
put themlelues romer foꝛ the ſafetie of their liues to a cleane contra: 
ry place, And where they meant to haue ſailed to the city of Capze, 
they were now arriued at the citie of Cherona, where the Lady com» 
ming a ſhoze, the toyed nothing ſo much in the narrow eſcape ſhe han 
made with like, by reaſon of the tempeſt, as ſhe ſozrowed fo2 being ba 
karre dꝛiuen from her hul band, whoſe fellowſhip ſhe moꝛe deſiren, 
then either wealth oꝛ woꝛldly treaſure, But fozalmuch as both her 
ſelfe and her daughter, were very euill at eaſe, and greatly inkeebled 
with ſickenes at the ſea, and bad lying in the ſhip, ſhe determined ca 
make her abode ſtill at Cherona, till ſhe might conuey Letters to 
Tariffa,that ſhould certifie her huſband of all that had hapned, 
In the meane time, her huſband hauing receiued ſome ſmall be- 
neuolence of his loꝛd and maſter, who had conceiued ſom good liking 
of him, by reaſon of the ſkill chat he had in the riding of hoꝛſe, very 
deſirous to render his wife ſome poꝛtion of his good foꝛtunes, who 
had bin ſo long time partaker of his cuill haps, craumg leaue of his 
loꝛd foꝛ a time, came to Tariffa : where, when hemilledhts wife, 
whole letters were not yet come from Cherona, and therefoꝛe couly 
rw intelligence, but that ſhe was gone to Capze, ot purpoſe ta 
eeke him: in a great perplexitie he trauelled towards Cayꝛe, where 
making great inqutrie could learne nothing ol her: from thence hee 
poſtep from place to place, from citie to citte, from towne to towne, 
but being neuer the nearer his purpoſe, he then began ta double his 
doloyrs , and with bitter woꝛdes to curle the celeſtiall ſigues , and 
planets, which raigned at the day of his natiuitie, aud houre 1025 
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birth, contented to yeeldhunſelfe a captiue to miſhap, and to ſurren⸗ 

der himſelke a ſubiect to Fortunes froward frumpes. 
Being thus turmoiled with great anguiſh of minde, wandering 
to and fro, he was ought ſo low and bare, chat he was readie to beg 
aan almes from dooze to dooꝛe, and comming to a pooꝛe countrep vil⸗ 

lage, his penurie was ſuch, that he was glad to become a ſeruant to 
him that was the ſerten of the pariſh, whom he had not ſerued long, 
but the olde ſexten his maiſter died: and foꝛ that he had now learned 
to ring belles, and had ſome cunning in keeping ok a clocke, the pa⸗ 
riſhners were contented to place him in his maillers roume: the 
duke thinking himſelfe moze than thꝛile happie to get ſo great pꝛe⸗ 
ferment, thanked lady Foꝛtune that had ſo friendly dealt with htm, 
reſoluing himſelfe to continue the office while he liued: but Foꝛtunc 
finding him ſo thankfull foꝛ a little, dealt moꝛe friendly with him, as 
after you ſhall heare. 
But J will firſt declare how it hapned with his ſonne Aurelia- 
nus, who was taken vp in the woodes by the duke of UNaſconia, as 
befoꝛe vou haue heard. But here J muſt firſt remember you, that 
the duke changed his name from Aure lianus to Siluanus: which 
name he gaue him of purpoſe, foꝛ that he was found in the woodes. 
Siluanus now hauing been trained vp at ſchoole, was come to mans 
eſtate, and beſides that he had the knowledge of good letters, he was 
comely in his perſonage, and of verie good pzopoztion, and in all 
manner of actiuities, appertaining to a gentleman, he exceeded eue⸗ 
rie other that was in the court: beſides in his demeanours he was ſo 
courteous and gentle, that he gained the good will and liking, both 
of one and other, but eſpecially of the duke himſelfe , who allowed 
— large expenſes, whereby to maintaine himſelfe as bꝛaue as 
he belt. 

Now this noble duke hauing no other childzen but one daughter, 
whoſe name was Valeria, in whom it ſeemed that both vertue and 
beautie had held ſome great contention , who ſhould beare away the 

pꝛile: Foz although that in beautie and good grace ſhe exceeded ene- 

rie other dame, pet her vertues and good conditions ſurmoun⸗ 

ted * yer beautie, than the fineſt golde ſutmounteth lead oz 

dꝛoſſe. . 
This ladie nowe hauing heard great repoꝛt of the nobleneſſe o 

Siluanus, who was ſuſpected to be but ſome podꝛe mans ſonne, by 

reaſon hee was found in the n pet to beare him . 
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good countenance, which at p firſt pꝛoceeded but ofthe noble nature, 
which euer was accuſtomed to be fauourable to ſuch, in whom was 
found ame woꝛthie deſert : But as the fiſh which by little and little 
ſucketh vpon the baite, till at the length ſhee ſwalloweth downe the 
hooke, whereby ſhe hangeth faſt, not able to free her ſcife, ſo this la: 
die Valeria,contemplating her ſelfe many times to behold that yong 
gentleman Siluanus, was ſo farre intangled with his fweete d plea- 
{ant cofitenance,y now perfozceher wil, ſhe was conſtrained to yeeld 
to loue: and feeling her ſelfe inſnared, and bereaued of fozmer free- 
dome, being by her ſelfe alone, ſhe began to complaine as followeth, 

Alas (ſaith ſhe) is it poſſible, that nowe foꝛce perfoxce my minde 
ſhould be ſo altered, that ſtraying fromthe boundes and limites of 
vowed chaſtitte, J ſhould nowe become amoꝛous, and ſubiect to a 
certame vnacquainted luſt: from whence commeth this alteration* 
oꝛ how happeneth this vnaccuſtomed hewe : Ah loue loue, how haſt 


thou toꝛmented me, and taken away the health and ſoundneſle of mw 


minde: it behooueth me to ſhewe my ſelfe, as iſſued foꝛth of the no- 
ble houle of Uaſcoma, and with the greater care J ought to take 
heed, how J degenerate from the noble bloud whereof J am deſcen- 
ded, rather than to ſet my mind on a fondling vnknowen, vnto whom 
per aduenture if I diſcouer mp fondneſſe, will not let to mock me fox 


my labour, and foꝛ al the beautie oꝛ nobleneſſe of my birth, wil made | 


me his ieſting ſtocke, and ſolace himſeſfe with the fondneſſe of my 
tonceits. But ſtay ſtay vnhappie tongue, that thundzeth foꝛth ſuch 
hatefull wozdes agamſt mp beloued Siluanus. O thiiſe accurſed 
wench that can ſo vngently conceive againſt him, that in all his de⸗ 
meanours,doth ſhewhimlelfe as noble as the beſt ; but of what met- 


tall are either monarch, king oꝛ keyler framed of, otherwiſe than of 


naturall and common earth, whereof other men doe come: D2 what 
maketh thele differences, which by ſottiſh opinion we conceine, ey⸗ 


ther of gentle oꝛ vngentle , otherwiſe than the ſhewe of vertue and 
good conditions. Thenthe partie whom J loue,is both vertuous, - 
valtant,ſage,of goodgrace,learned and wiſe. Uaunt thee then Va- 
leria, that thou likeft uo inferiour fordling, unwozthy of thy loue, but 
a worthy gentleman, mdued with noble qualities, in whom boch 
heauen. and nature haue foꝛgotten nothing, to make him equall ta 
them that martch in foꝛmeſt ranke, It is Siluanus whom J loue, 
and ol him J pꝛetend to make a lawful huſband: fo2 otherwiſe I de⸗ 
teſt to leade the filthy life ol lawleſſe luſt ; but thus the bond of mari⸗ 


of Mantona. 
age being made, J may loue and live without offence of conſcience: 
neither ſhall J doe any blot oꝛ blemiſh to the greatneſle of my houle, 
But if any be lo ſcrupulous, as to think by marrying o him, J chuld 
diminiſh mine honour: it is the thing that J doe leaſt eſteeme: fo2 


bhhat is honour wozth, where the minde is void of contentation, and 
* where the heart is bereaued of his chiefeſt deſire, the bodie remaineth 


reſtleſſe, and the minde is neuer in quiet. Siluanus therefoze ſhalbe 


my lapall huſband, meaning thereby neither to offend God noꝛ man. 


And now from hence fozwardes, ſhe deuiſed with her ſelfe, how to 
make her loue knowen ta Siluanus, not ſparing when the was out of 


his pzeſence, befoze all men to pꝛaiſe his great perfections, where⸗ 


with he was enriched, and in his owne pꝛeſence ſhe vſed ſuch louing 
countenance towatds him, that although Siluanus were but poong, 


and had neuer been trained vp in the ſchoole of Loue, pet he percet- 


ued very well, þ thoſe friendly glances were lent bim of good liking, 
and thoſe louing countenances were grounded of good will: and al⸗ 
beit he ſaw the inequalitie and difference betweene them both, che be⸗ 
ing ſoꝛted out of royall race, and himlelfe altogicher ignoz ant ol his 
swne eſtate, and from whenec he was ſpzung, yet being now led by 
Loue, whole lawes haue no reſpect either to eſtate oz dignitie, he de⸗ 
termined to follow his Foꝛtune, and to ſerue her, which ſo louingly 
ſhewed her ſelfe, rs requite him with the like: and the moꝛe he cal- 
led to mind the diume beautie of his ladie, her graces, wiſedome,be- 
hantour, and turteſie, ſo much the maze increaſed his deſire, fozcify- 
ing hunſeife againſt all ;njſhaps, and perils that night ſucceede, and 
began to debate with himſelfe in this maner. 

How is it poſſible that J ſhould he ſo fooliſh, to deſpiſe a duety ſo 
rare and pꝛetious, and to ſet light by that which the nobleſt woulde 
purſue, with all reverence and mbcuour, J am not the lirſt, chat hach 
obtained the lone of a ladie: no no, I ſee ſhe loueth me, and ſhal not 
J requite it by peelding loue againe: if I were ſo void of luumanitie 
and good na: ure, beſides I might wozke mine owne onerthzow , in 
ſeeming to deſpiſe ſo noble a ladie, ſo the gods would not let to mi⸗ 
niffer reuenge, as they did bppan Narcitlus , But ah lillie wꝛetch 
chat Jam, what folly is this Far Thaue now pꝛemeditated, with 
the perill of mine honour, and the hazarv of wp life: ſce ſee how far 
my affections begin to ſtrap, though the hote aſſaults of fooliſh fan: 
talie, inraged vuth an appct.te riſing on vaine hope: what madneſſe 
on me tathinke chat Vale ia will 1 l koꝛget the greatnes ber 
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houſe, oꝛ yet imbale her ſelfe in reſpect of me pooze filly ſoule : but 
what if ſhe would be contented, either in reſpect of marriage, oꝛ o⸗ 
therwiſe m reſpectof good will, to ſurrender her ſelfe to ſatiſfie mp 
requeſt, how much were J the neere mp purpoſe : Alas nothing at 
all: the firſt, J knowe ſhould be denied me by the duke her father, 
and as fo2 ante other courteſte , although J knowe it be farre from 
her thought, yet ſurely mine owne conſcience would not ſuffer me, 


to p2ofter ſo great villame to ſo noble a ladie: neither the reuerence 
and duetie which J owe to her father would permit me, to requite 


his gentleneſſe towardes me wich ſo great an iniurie. Ceale there- 
foꝛe Siluanus, ſubdue thy ſenſualitie, that by vanquiſhing thy ſelfe, 
thou maieſt let open the gate to F ame, who with her trumpe of euer⸗ 
laſting gloꝛie, ſhe may aduaunce thee renowmed to all poſteritie. 
But alas, ſhal I then giue ouer to loue my ladie Valeria, reaſon 
wils me ſo to do, but loue hath ſo blinded all my ſenſes, that reaſon 
giueth no maner of light: what helpe haue J then hereafter to hope 
foꝛ + alas I know no one, and therefoze be content. Here withall he 
ſtaicd his trauell, reſoluing with himlelfe to conquer his affections, 
and being in his chamber taking pen and incke, he ſat him down and 
wꝛote thele verſes following. | 


Noſhame'] truſt, to ceaſe from former ill, 
| Nor to reuert, the lewadneſſe of the minde: 
Which hath been trarnd,and ſo miſled by will. 
To breake the bounds,which reaſon had aſsignde: 
I now forſake the former time I ſpent, | 
And ſorie am, for that I was miſewent. 


But blinde forecaſi,tas he that made me ſcwarue, 
Affection fond, was lurer of my luſt : 

My fancte fixt, deſire did make me ſerue, 

Vaine hope was he, that trained all my truſt: 

Good liking then, ſo dazeled had my ſight, 


And dim d mine cits, that reaſon gaue no light. 


O ſugred ſ weer, that traind me to this trap, 
[ ſaw the baite, where hooke lay hidden faſt; 
T well perceiu'd, the drift of my miſhap. 
1 knew the bit, would breed my bane at laſt, | 
8 Pu 


TEN 3-3-8; 


aA. +> Mic as Bu. OD Os 


Seay 
WED 


en, „e 


of Mantona, 


But what for this. for ſweete ] ſwallowed all: 
W hoſe taste I find, more bitter nom than gal. 


But loe the fruits, that grewe by fond deſire, 

I ſeebe to ſhunne, that pleaſed beſt my minde : 
Iſterue for colde yet faine Would quench the fire, 
And glad to looſe, that faineſt ! would finde: 

In one ſelfe thing, I finde both bate and bliſſe, 
But this is ſtrange, I like no life but this, 


When he had thus penned thele verſes , he committed them to 


memozꝛie, and the next day being in the campanie of certaine gentle- 
meen and gentlewomen in the Court, taking a lute, whereon he could 


play very wel, and hauing likewiſe good knowledge in his ſong, and 
therewithall a very pleaſant voyce, he beganne to ſing this vittie be- 
foe mentioned : in the middeſt-whereof came in the vong lady Va- 


I Jets, wherewith Siluanus ſtayed his ſong: but het lopning her ſelfe 
the bay vowed her greateſt deuotion vnto, deſired Siluanus at her re⸗ 


queſt, to beginne his ſong againe. Siluanus making the matter no⸗ 


; thingnite, was plealed very well to latillie her requeſt, and taking 


the lute beganne his ſong, to the which the lady gaue intenttue eare, 
from the beginning to che ending, and perteiuing the ſong to be made 
in ſome extreame paſſton foꝛced by loue, ſhe demaunded of Siluanus 
who had penned thoſe berſes: who anfwered, they were of his owne 
penning, and ſo lately done that he could not foxget them. The La⸗ 
dy then thinking Siluanus to be in loue with ſome other Gentlewo⸗ 
man, departed very ſpeedily, as though ſome ſodaine motion hav 
Hapned to her minde, and comming to her chamber, chutting kaſt the 
dooze, ſhe beganne to ſay as followeth. 

How much am J vnfoꝛtunate aboue all other women, that being 
a lady ot ſuch bloud as J am, and yet am happened wto ſo ſtrange a 
miſerie, that in manner wich mine owne mouth J haue made requeſt 
to him, which rather with all humilitie, onght to pꝛoller mee his ſer- 
uice, anv yet am ſcoꝛnefully reiected, and an other like to catch the 
birds, whileſt J doe but beate the buſh, Oh Siluanus,deemeſt _ 
me no better woꝛth, than ſo lightly to reiect my p2offered loue, and 
hall another that is much leſſe wozthy ; deare-away the ſweete fruit 
ol my delired hope, and ſhall * — deſert, the glozie vue 
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to a firme and faithfull friend: No no, I cannot thinke thee ſo in 
grate, and my heart foꝛetelleth me, that it is impoſſible my Silua- 
nus ſhould wander ſo farre from equitie, but that hee is able to diſ⸗ 
cerne colours, and will not requite me with wong fox right, J ant 
ſure not to be deceiued in my loue, J know he loueth me, but that he 


darcth not to diſcloſe the ſame, fearing J ſhould refuſe him, and calt 


hun ock with ſhame : J will uot let therefoze with mine owne mouth 
to bewꝛay the ſame vnto him, and to manifeſt mp good wal, where⸗ 
by my chaſte and honeſt amitie once knowen vnto him, Uertue her 
ſelfe may knit the knot betweene vs, which can not chuſe but bꝛing 
to2th the kruits of true and perfit friendſhiß. 
Amd all I then being a lady of ſuch degree, be conſtrained to 
ſue, where euery other woman of the meaneſt reputation be oꝛdina⸗ 
rily required, and that with che inpoztunate inſtance of their ſuters, 
T ſhall chen be noted of boldnes, and be thought to ſtray too farre 
fromthe limits and bounds of modeſtie, and to make a greater ſhew 
ofiichtnefle, than is pꝛoperly looked fo2 in vs that be of the feminttie 
gender: but what ſtrirtnes is this pꝛeſcribed to our ſexe, that wee 
thoulde be bereaued of our liberty, and ſo abſolutely condenmed of 


lightnes, in ſerking to ſatiſfie our lawful and honeſt deſires + with 


what trampe be we tempered withall moze then men, whereby wee 
ſhould be able to withſtand the foꝛces of the fleſh , oz of power to re⸗ 
liſt the concupiſcences which nal ure it ſelfe hath aſſigned : Mee be 
termed the weaker veſſels , and yet they mould haue vs moze puif: 
{ant than either Samſon oꝛ Hercules: if man and woman be made 
of one mettall, it muſt needes followe by conſequence, wee be ſub⸗ 
lect to like inſirmitie: from whence commeth then this freedome, 
that men may al ke what they deſire of vs, be it neuer ſo lend, and 
we may not craue any thing of them, that tendeth to good andhoneſt 
pꝛetence: it is termed to be but a mans part that ſeeketh our diſho⸗ 


nour by lewd and lawleſſe luſt: but to a woman it is imputed foꝛ 


lightnes, to firme her lopall licking, with pure and lopall loue: If 
men will haue pzeheminence to doe cuill, why ſhould we be repꝛoa⸗ 
tied fo) doing well. CUAhereupon ſtand J then amazed with theſe 
fond opinids, my loue is not vniawkul, neither befoze God noꝛ man, 
J loue S luanus, whom J wil take foꝛ mp hulbaud: foz otherwiſe to 
lone him, my heart doth not jucend:therefoze without any further re⸗ 
fpite oz delay, J will makemy loue knowen vneo him, aud the band 
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men would deeme : neither ſhall my minde be altered, either by the 
ſugred perſwaſion of friends, neither terriffed with any thzeats,that 
may be thundꝛed foꝛth by parents bluſtering wath : J am not ſo far 
oucrwhelmed with pꝛide, that in reſpect fo2 the nreaties of my pa⸗ 
rentage, I ſhould deſpiſe a gentleman indued mo22 with vertue thay 


with riches: though there be ſome that be of this condition, that they 
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pen to Siluanus who entring the chamber of Valeria, with trẽbling 


wil ſooner prefer the greatnes of birth, then the greatues of vertue : 


the abundance of wealth, then the abundance of wit: the pertection 
of beuty, then the perfection of the mind: but J am not of the number 
of thole women, which care moꝛe to haue their huſbands purles wel 


/ lined wich money, whereby they may be maintained in their Naue⸗ 


rie: oꝛ ſometimes fire their fancie vpon ſome pong man, that is of 


goodly perſonage, although voyde of vertue, qualitie and gaod con⸗ 
ditions that onght to garniſh a gentleman, and doth moze beautiſie 

and enrich him, then either the bare ſhew of beautie, o2 any other 
gikts of Foꝛtune: but I can not employ my loue vpon trauſitozie 


treaſure, when the riches of che minde is cleane taken away: no no, 


- it ſhalbefter content me to (ee a meane gentleman beloned and po ai⸗ 


ſed of euery one foꝛ his vertues, then to marry a miler poſſeſſed with 


with all the goods of the woꝛld, hated and ill ſpoken of faz his vices, 
Feare nat then Valeria, to followe thy determmation, and to put 
in pꝛoote what thou haſt pꝛetended. Herewithall ſtaying her ſelke, 
ſhe beganne to pꝛactiſe the meane, in what manner ſhe might be⸗ 


wꝛay her loue to Siluanus, ſecking fo2 occaſton and time meete fo2 
her purpoſe: and although there remained in her, a certaine natu⸗ 
rall ſhamefaſtnes, wherewith maidens are connnonly accompanied, 
which foꝛ a time did cloſe her mouth, and made her to defer the time 
of her deſolued mind, yet in the endthzoughly perſwaded in her in⸗ 
tent, ſhe ſent one of her maidens, willing Siluanus to come & ſpeake 
wich her, about certain affairs that che had to employ hun. The mam 
hauing finiſhed her meſſage,ther could neuer moꝛe i2yful news hay 


heart after he han done his reuerence, with great feare & baſhfulnes 
Laid : Foz that J vnderſtand your ladyſhip hathto emplop me about 
certame affaires, I ſhal thmke my ſelfe the moſt happieſt man in the 
world, if my dili any wayes do you any ſeruice, be it that 


therein I ſhuln oller oꝛ ſacrifice mine honoz 02 life, crauing no grea- 


ter benefit fo the (atiffaction of al um cantentations, reteiuen in this 
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The ladie now al rauiſhed with top and contentation, perceiuing 
by his change of colour, the fault pꝛoceeded of vehement loue, taking 
him aſide into a windowe. Loue had ſo cloſed vp her mouth, that 
the knew not how to beginne her tale, her mind was fo troubled, her 
wits ſo farre out of courſe, chat her tongue failed to doe hts office, tn 
ſuck viſe, that ſhe was not able to ſpeake one onely woꝛd. He like⸗ 
wiſe perplered with the like feuer, was nowe aſtonied to ſee the alte- 
ration of his lady. Thus theſe two louers, like two ſenſeleſſe ima⸗ 
ges, ſtoode ſtill beholding each other, without any manner of moo- 
uing:in the end the lady taking courage in her ſelfe, with a trembling 
voyce, toyned with a maidenlcke ſhamefaſtneſſe, beganne to ſay as 
followeth, 

Being aſſured (my Siſuanu) of pour diſcretion and wiſedome, 
which Nacure hath not only indued you withal, but Art hath alſo ac- 
compliſhed, what Mature beganne to wozke, J will therefoze make 
no doubt at all, to {et you knowe the hidden ſecrets of me heart, ney- 
ther will J goe about with circumſtance to colour my woꝛds, but be- 
ing well perſwaded, that when you ſhall both heare and ſauour my 
ſpeeches, and therewithall ſound the depth of my deuiſes, you will 
eaſily coniecture, that my interpꝛiles be none other than ruff, and that 
my alledged reaſons are grounded of good pꝛetence, IJ thinke ſince 
pour arriuall here in che court of the duke my father, you haue not 
ſeene ine in any behauiour, otherwiſe then vertue doth permit, noꝛ 
in any my demeanours exceeding the bounds of modeſty, otherwiſe 
then becommeth a maiden o my calling, being deſcended of ſo woz- 


thy a ſtocke, but if this be a fault, that being pꝛouoked by the pure⸗ 


neſſe of my heart, and fidelitie of my good wil, who to keep the ſame 
mutolable, doe voluntarily offer my ſeife to the honeſt diſpoſitton of 
your iudgement, as it ſhal pleaſe you to conceiue of me, J haue then 
committed a fault in licking vou too well, but I truſt nothing at al of: 
fended God, who knoweth the innocencie of my crime. Thinke not 
Siluanus, that J am the friend of Foꝛtune, and pꝛactiſe pleaſure a- 
lone without vertue : fo? it is modeſtie chat commaundeth me, and 
honeſtie is the guide of my ronteits, ſwearing and pꝛoteſting by the 


almighty God, that neuer man ſhall touch Valeria, except it be n 
marriage, and he that otherwiſe would allatle me, J haue a heart 


that ſhall incourage my hands to ſacrifice my life. And now Situa- 
nus, if pg wil not think me more pꝛodigall ot um preſent, than your 
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ting cholen fo my ſpouſe and lopall huſband, And although J had de⸗ 
ung termiued to diſſemble that, which nowe J haue laved open vnto you, 
that pet repoſiug my ſelfe in your vertue and honeſty, J truſt J ſhall not 
her haue caule to repent me fo2 any thing that J haue either ſaid oz done. 
, in Siſuanu, which all this while hearing this heauenly harmonie. 
ike: with full aſſurance of that he moſt wiſhed foꝛ, albeit he ſaw no poſlt- 
ite: bilitie, how to bꝛing to paſſe this deſired marriage, yet determined 
ma- * nottorefufe ſo great a pꝛeterment, being ſo franke and liber ally offe- 
wo⸗ ked, anſwered in this manner, 
ling I know not Madam, with what humilrty and reuerence J might 
» ag  receiue and accept this your great bounty and noblenes, ſo graciou⸗ 
ly offered vnto me, J do acknowledge my condition and ſtate too 
baſe, and that my loue may be thought to pꝛeſume too farre beyond 
the bounds of oꝛder, conſidering that my ignobilitie aud birth, are no 
meete matches foꝛ ſuch a peereles Pꝛinces : yet this J dare holdlie 
affirme, that if loue and entire affection boꝛne to your ladiſhip, might 
ſerue to counteru aile that defect, which by place of birth the Deſti⸗ 
nies haue denied me, J dare vudertake J ſhoulde as well deſerue to 
be receiued, as he that is lmeally deſcended from the greateſt monar⸗ 
hat | cy ot the woꝛld: the which loue.if till this time J haue delaied to o⸗ 
nce pen, J beſeech you Madam, to impute it to the greatnes of pour e⸗ 
not late, and to the duety of my calling: but now foꝛaſmuch as by your 
no2 one motion, grace, curteſie and great liberality the ſame is pꝛoffe⸗ 
viſe ked, and that ol your owne bounty, it pleaſeth you to accept mee foꝛ 
02: pours: I humbly beleech you, not to diſpoſe af me as of a huſband, 
re- but as ot one which both is, and ſhall be your ſeruant fox euer. This 
me || ſaid,he talking her by the hand, kiſſed it with great deuotion, his tong 
nok and wits were ſo rapt and tied, as the lady perfectly perceived this 
hen alteration, and ſeeing it to pꝛoceede of loue, replied on this man⸗ 
of: 15 ner. | 1 8 
Then mp Si tunus, there neeveth at this pꝛeſent no further cir- 
2a: | cumſtance,but foz that J am well aſſured there are ſome that will be 
| offended with my choice, but eſpecially the duke my father, who wil 
= conceine ſome great diſpleaſure againſt me: there reſteth then that 
; this our contract be kept very ſecret, vntill it pleaſe God to appoint 
the time, that the reſt of our determinations , may without daunger 
be conſummate aud accompliſhed. Ju che meane time, trufting that 
ur Pour deſire is godly, and that the friendſhip you pyetend to beare me, 
is lounded vpon vertue, ann tu be conchuved by matriage, receiue me 
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fc: your ſpouſe and lawfull wife, pou ſhall haue ſuch part in me, as 
without any regard to the obedience and duety that J owe to my pa⸗ 
rents, J am pours, being ready and diſpoſed to obey you, ſo farre as 
my honour may permit me. 
Theſe two louers now grounding themſelues , the one in the o⸗ 
chers fidelity, could not ſo cunningly diſſemble and cloke their affec: 
tions, but chat it was eaſily perceiued by their ſecret glances, c coum⸗ 
tenances conueyed from the one to the other, (and as we haue a pꝛo⸗ 
ticrbe) (it is ill halting befoze a creeple) ſo there were many about 
the court, that were ſo well fudied in the ſchoole of Loue, that they 


were able to haue commenced maſters of Art, and could eaſtly ton 
tecture from whence thole rolling lookes did pꝛoceede, that being 


nom aſſured of that which befoꝛe was but ſuſpected, the bꝛute was 
ſp2ead about the court, ofthe loue that was betweene Siluanus and 
Valeria, that in the ende it came to the duke her fathers eare : who 
taking the inatter very grieuouſly , that his daughter, to whom the 
inheritance of the dukedome remained after his deceaſe, ſhoulde ſo 


meanely beſlowe her loue of a fondling found in the woods. And 


minding to find a remedy fo2 the matter, willed Siluanus that in pain 


of his life within cwenty dayes he ſhould depart the court, and neuer 
after to be ſeene within che iuriſdictions of the dukedome of Uaſco- . 


nia, Valeria now hauing intelligence what had happened, had no 
leiſure to vexe oꝛ moleſt her ſelfe, when time rather required a ſpee⸗ 


die remedie, fo2 the incountring of thoſe miſhappes , deuiſed with 
Siluanus to conuey her ſeife away, contented rather ta liue in the + 
fellowſhip of an honeſt louing huſband, with whome the ſhould hold . 
faithfull and loyall company, with what eſtate and foꝛtune ſoeuer it 


might pleaſe God to appoint, than to live without him, beautified 
with the graces and fooliſh names of honour and pꝛeheminente. 
Siluanus contented to ſatiſfie her deſire, with the hazard of his 


life, peelded to her requeſt, and befoze the twenty dayes were expi⸗ 
red, ſo cleanly conueyed himlelfe and Valeria away , that when : 
they were milling, the duke wilt not which way to ſend after them. 
TUherefoze in a great furie, he ſpared not to ſend out great compa: + 


mes, which poſting euery may, made enquiry and ſearch after them, 


but al in vaine : foꝛ Siluanus had ſo diſguiſed himſelfe and Valeria, 
that without any maner of trouble, they quietly paſſed the countrey : 
and hauing freed themſclues from out the daunger of the Duke, dee 
ding that the dax ol their mariage might now be mnchen I 
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by mutuall conſent, was pꝛeſently determine, and by great foztune' 
(o2 rather conduction by the pꝛouidence of God) they hapned to ar⸗ 
riue in the country village, where duke Sappho that was father to 
Siluanus had remained all this while ſexten of the pariſh, In this 
village, becauſe it was a plate free from reſoꝛt, whereby they might 
remaine bnknowen, and in the better ſafetie , they purpoſed as well 
to celebꝛate their mariage, as foz a time to make their abode,til mat: 
ters were better qu eted, and that they might at leiſure reſolue what 
- courſe were beſt fo2 them ro ta de. Siluanus nowe hauing conferred 
with the pꝛieſt, the marciage day was appointed, where the pode 
bel · ringer tab · ng the view of this new married couple, fell in a great 
liking of Siluanus, not foꝛ that he knew him to be his ſonne: fox ther- 
ok he could haue no maner of ſuſpition, as well fo2 that he deemed he 
had bin deuoured in the woods, by ſome wild beaſt, as alſo becauſc 
his name was changed: but whether it were by p inſtigation oz ſecre⸗ 
- cte of nature, oꝛ otherwiſe by the will and pleaſure of God, to bꝛing 
to palle that, which afterwardes hapned in effect: This pooꝛe ſexten 


J lap, led by the ſecret motion of his affections, pꝛoffered Siluanus, 


that if his ſeruice might any waies ſtand him in ſteed(fo2 that he was 
a ſtranger in the place) he ſhould viſe him in any reſpect, and ſhoulde 


lind him ready to ſtand him in ſuch ffeed, as his pooꝛe abilitie might 


any way permit. Siluanus in like rale hauing foꝛgotten his father. 
being ſeparated from him in his inkancie, yet nothing deſpiſing yis 


+; friendly offer, craued his helpe fo2 the hiring of a chamber, foꝛ ſome 


= reaſonable rent, till time that he might better pꝛouide fo2 himſelfe. 
The lexten very glad that he had ſo good opoꝛtunitie to pleſure him, 
bꝛought him with his wike to his ownehoule, where he lodged him 
in the beſt roome that he had, p2ofering not onely his houſe , but all 
that was in it to be at their diſpoſition and pleaſure, This new ma- 
ried couple now gladding e ſpoꝛting themſelues, with al ſitch ſweet 


- imbꝛacements, aàs they can better dt ſcribe which haue bin poſſeſſed 
iich the like delights, But as ſome wil ſay, it is the mans part to be 


Lr weariedinthole venerall ſpozts, ſo Siluanus having now well 


+ feaftedhimſelfe with that ſweete repaſt, had leiſure to bethinke him 
bkhis owne eſtate ; beganne inwardly togrowe into great ſoꝛrowe 
and hcaumeſſe, not ſo much fo2 himſelfe , as fo2 his wife , who 


oz his ſake had viſpoſeſſed her ſelf from ſo great honoz, abandoning 


ber friends, contented to peelde her ſelfe a thꝛall to fo:tune, 


Thele cogitations did ſo nippe him, that hee coulde not ſo well 
| Es: diſſemble 


Sappho Duke 


viſſemble his criefe, but that his wife perteiued ſome diſquietnes in 
his mind, and cherefoꝛe very grieuouſty ſhee demaunded of him, to 
ſhew her the cauſe of his diſcontentment , which by outward appea⸗ 
rance, ſcemed iuwardly ſo much to moleſt him, Siluanus Hearing 


his ladies requeſt, anſwered in this wiſe: My deere wife, the ſwee⸗ 


teſt companion that euer man did poſſeſſe, foxſomuch as you ſo ear- 
neſtly deſire to vnderſtand what it is that lo much withdzaweth mp 
delights, J will not let to bew2ay the trueth, which is this: Uhen 
J conſider with my ſelte, of your pꝛeſent eſtate, and condition, who 
from the tip and height of dignity, haue not ſpared foꝛz my ſake to 


ſurrender your ſelfe, to become a ſubiect to all miſ aps, beſieged on 
euery ſide, with the future aſſaults of oꝛdinary foꝛtune: It maketh 
me therefoze to haue the greater care, by what meanes J might en⸗ 


deuour my ſeife to maintaine and continue your eſtate, though not 
accozding to your wozthines and calling, yet accozding to your well 
contentment and liking, And hereupon conceiuing in mp head di⸗ 
uers imaginations, no meanes but one in my fancy ſeemeth beſt $ 
which 18, that J go to the court of the Emperour Claudin+, who at 
this pꝛeſent is leading a great band to incounter the T urke, at whoſe 
hands, J doubt not, but to reteiue ſome good intertainment, and be⸗ 


ſides the honour and reputation J may gaine by good deſert, J may 
ukewiſereape ſuch liumg and good liking of the Emperour, that in 
deſpite of Foꝛtunes teeth, we may liue hereafter a quiet and honon- 


rable life, to our great iop and comt̃oꝛt. But when J did conſider the 


beloued company of you deare wife , J fearedto bewyay that which 


now J haue diſcloſed, not knowing in what part you would take it, 
that I ſhould ſo ſoda'nety depart, Loe here the cate of my diſqui⸗ 
etnes, which vou deſire ſo inſtantly to know. The lady which was 
wile, perceiuing the great loue that her huſband did beare her, when 
he had ſtaied himſelfe from talke, with glad and merry countenance, 
anſwered in this wiſe Ah drluanus, the exampler of all vertue and 


ing of your pꝛeſente, contenting my ſelfe to be a partaker of pour 
milfoꝛtunes: and haue no doubt but that J can fo moderate my 
affections, that during my naturall life, J will reſt better contented 
wich that which your abilitte will permit, be it neuer ſo meane, than 
otherwiſe to be honoured with names e titles of nobiilitie in pꝛincely 
Nate oꝛ poꝛt, hauing not your preſence, Dilquiet not pour ſelfe _ 

oe, 
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- foe. but perſeuer in your determination, and that ſozrow which (hal 
allalle me by reaſon of your abſence, J will ſweeten aud lentſie with 
contentation to ſea hour cammendable deſice apyealed:and the plea⸗ 
ſant niemoꝛp of your valiant facts ſhal beguile my penſiue th:uzhts:; 

hoping that our next meeting ſhalbe moꝛe ioyfull and glad, than this 
dur parting i. albe either heauie oꝛ (ad, 

The ladies anfwere did wonderfully quiet the minde of Silua- 
nus, and calling his hoſt the ſexten vnto him, whome he made parta⸗ 
ker of his determinations, he departed, leauing his wife ſuch money 
and iewels as they had remaining: And comming to the court ofthe 
Fa our Claudius, he was verie well entertained: and the rather 
ktoꝛ that the emperour had great neede ol men to ſupply his armie, 


which had ſuſtained ſundzy conflicts, and diuers ouerthows: fo2 the 


turke did wonderfully incroach vppon the emperour, and had taken 
ſundꝛie citties, townes, and caſtels from him, and was like ſtill eue⸗ 
xp day mote to pꝛeuaile than other, that now the emperour began to 
repent him, of the ſlender account he had made of ſouldiours in the 
time of peace: foꝛ that hee had too fewe that were ſufficient ta ſerue 
him m his warres. Foz in ſteed of experience, valiance, and policy, 
(which thee ought to be gouernours, commanders, and chiefe ofli⸗ 


ters in a Campe) he was glad to pꝛeferre vain · gloꝛie, fooliſhhar- 


' dineſſe, and rathneſle : ſimple ſottes that were moꝛe fitter to weite 
in gentlewomens chambers, than to be made captames, oꝛ leaders 
in the warres. The emperour nowe ſtanding in great diſtreſle foꝛ 
ant of men: fa thoſe that hee had made greateſt accompt of in the 
time ok peace, were nowe able to ſtand him in no ſteed in the time of 
warres: and thoſe that had b1aued it vp and downe the court in the 
newe cuttes, ſtrange fathions, their haire friſled, looking with ſuch 
griflp and terrible countenances, enough to make a wile man bes 
leeue they were cleane out ol their wittes, now in the time of wars, 
were glad to runne bnder a gentlewomans Farthingall to hide 
them. The emperour (J fay) being thus perplexed, called to his 


remembz ance the iniurie that hee had done Sappho, whom hee had 


banniſt ed onely to ſatiſfte the willes of thoſe that were about him, 
which hee knewe did hate him moꝛe of ſpight, than foꝛ ame occaſion 
the duke had giuen. Mithout ame further delate therefore, the em⸗ 
perour ſent ſundꝛie meſſengers into euery part of Chꝛiſlendome to 
- mateiniqufrie, that whoſceuer could finde the duke, ſhoulde bee 
- wozthilp recompenced: and thoſe pꝛoclamations were p2ead 
. E 3 though 


Sappho Duke 


though euerie region, in citie, towne, and village. Inſomuch that 
in this N ariſh where the duke remained ſexten (as you haue heard) 
the oꝛieſt made inguirie on ſonyay in the Church; (as the cuſfome 
ts) that where as about foꝛeteene o fifteene peares ſithence , the 
duke of Mantona was banntthed by the emperour, which was pꝛo⸗ 
cured rather by enuie, than foz any deſert, as nowe it was pꝛooued: 
who ſoeuer therefoze could giue any intelligence of the ſame Duke, 
ſhould be verie liberally retompenced by the emperour . The duke 
nowe hearing thele newes , did thinke it moze better to liue ſtill in 
his ſextens roume, where he remayned without enuie, than to be: 
come againe the duke of Mantona, ſubiect to the ſpight of hatefull 


perlons. But calling to his minde his wife and daughter, which 


he thought remained yet aliue ( although he knewe not where) and 
foꝛ the great loue that he bare to Siluanus, whoſe wife remained in 
his houle (as you heard) ſeeing that Foꝛtime offered him ſo good 
opoꝛtunitie to pleaſure them, onely foꝛ their ſakes, reſolued him⸗ 
ſelfe to goe to the emperour. But firſt comfoꝛting his gueſt Vale- 
ria, whom foꝛ a time he ſhould leaue in his houſe, onely wich ſuch 
ſeruauts as her ſelle had about her: he told her that he was well al⸗ 
ſured where to finde this duke, that was ſo much enquired after, and 
chat he doubted not, {if it were but in reſpect of his good newes) he 
ſhould worke S:luanus her huſband, into ſome credit with che duke, 


who might likewiſe pꝛocure his better pꝛeferment with the Empe⸗ g 


rour. And thus the lexten departed, and with all conuenience came 


to the court of the emperour, to whom when he had made himſelke 


knowen, he was moſt honourably receiued, and great ioy and glad- 
neſſe was made throughout the whole Court: the emperour now in 


conſideration of the iniurie he had done him, did not onely reſtoꝛe him 


to his fozmer roume and dignitie, but alſo aduaunced him in honour 
and eſtimation, to be pꝛeferred betoꝛe all other next vnto himſelfe. 
Thus after many benefites received of the emperour, che duke 
pꝛepared himſelfe, accompanied with many his friends, to go to the 
emperours campe, ofthe which he was made Generall, where he 
knew well how to behaue himſelfe, and giumg out new oꝛdinan⸗ 
ces, he appointed certaine ſuch as he himſelfe knew wozthy , and 
gaue them charge: amongſt the reſt, ſeeing Siluanus, who all this 
while remained in the Campe, whom the duke did very well ku ob: 
although Siluanus did little ſuſpect that a pooꝛe ſexten of apariſh, 


{ould become a Generall to an emperours Arnie. The vuke pers 
ceining 
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- ceiuing himlelle to be vnknowen to Siluanus, was contented ſo to 


remaine foz a time: but pet deſirous to ſee what was in hun, he gaue 
ued ſo valiantly, and therewithall had ſo happy ſucceſſe, that euery 


man extolled vp to the heauens, the wozthinelle of Siluanus. This 
pleaſed the duke paſling well, and the Duke hauing now ſundꝛie 


times incountred with the power of the Turks, and had giuen them 
- many ouerthꝛ 


owes, he was now pꝛeparing a great fozce, top the re- 
touery of the citie of Cape, the which the Turkes had taken befoze 


rom the Emperour. And calling Siluanus vnto him he ſaid: God 


graunt vong gentleman, that your end agree with your good begin⸗ 
ning, then making Siluanus to kneele downe he dubbed him knight, 
and made him colonell of twentie enſignes . Siluanus after he had 


done his reuerence, thanked the duke of the honour and fauour, 
which it had pleaſed him to do him, pꝛomiſing to do ſo well in time 
ta come, as he ſhould not be deceiued in his conceiued opinion: 

whereot he gaue aſſured teſtimony at the aſſault that was giuen to 
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to the citie befoze mentioned, where he behaued himſeife ſo valiant⸗ 
ly, as he was the firſt that mounted vppon the walles, and by his 
dexteritie and inuincible foꝛce, made way to the ſouldiourg in the 
each, whereby they entered and taoke the citie, killung and dꝛi⸗ 
uing out their enemies beloꝛe them. In many ſuch like attempts 
Si luanus ſtill ſhewed himlelfe ſo noble and valiant, that his pꝛayſe 
and renowne was ſounded in euery place. The duke now hauing 
recouered againe all ſuch cities, townes, and other foꝛts, which the 
turke had defoze taken from the emperour, and therewithall had 
baniſhed the turkes from out the boundes and boꝛ ders of the empire, 
and a league agreed vppon between the Emperour and the Turke. 
The armp being woken vp, and Sauldiours diſcharged., euery 
man well recompenſed foꝛ his ſenuice, accoming as hee had deſer⸗ 
urd. Siluanus tikewiſe , who by his wozthinelle , hauing not onely 
made himſelke famaus to the woꝛld, but alſo had well lmed his purſe 
with good ſtoze of gold, bethmking him now of his faire lavie, came 
to the duke to haue taken his leaue : but the duke minding nowe to 
perfonne the goon that he meant to Siluanus, was reſolued in his 
minde, that $1]1uanus with his wife ſhould be his gueſts. as well ag 
Mantona where he was duke, as they had been befoze, where hee 
was but a ſexten, ſaid to Silyanus as followeth, 


Dir knight, what haſte is this, that you would ſo * 
2 


Sappho Duke 


da your ſelfe from out mp companie, belike you haue ſome faire 
wife, to whom vou make ſuch ſpeed to be gone: but ſir content your 
ſelfe to beare me conpanie to the emperours court, where J doubt 
not but vou ſhall recerne ſome better recompence foz your ſeruice ſo 
happely begunne: foꝛ it is not requiſite , but that the vertue of valt- 
ance, ought to be rewarded and cheriſhed by pꝛinces, that be ayded 
in their neceſſitie, with the diligence of ſuch vertuous and noble gen- 
tlemen as your ſelfe. Siluanus greatly comfoꝛted with theſe woꝛds 
of the duke, was well pleaſed to wait vpon him. Thus they tooke 


their iourney towardes the great citie of Cherona, which was in the 
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vttermoſt bozders of the emperours dominions, chere the duke pur- 
poled to ſtay a while, torecreate himſelfe with the reſt of his com⸗ 
panie. : 


Mo it foꝛtuned that the valiant acts, and hautie enterpꝛiſes of 


Si luanus, were ſo renowmed and ſpꝛed, that the fame thereof came 
to the eares of the duke of Uaſconia, that was father to Valeria the 
wife of Siluanus, who with all poſſible fpeede made ſuch haſt, that 


he came to Cherona, where hee found Siluanus in the company of 


— = of Mantona, to whom turning himſelfe, hee ſawe as fol: 
wety, 

Sir duke, the onely hope that J haue, that you will not let to ex⸗ 
tend iuſtice vppon the miſchieuous and vngratious acts of wicked 
men, doth let me at this inſtant to fozbeare with mine owne hands, 
to auenge the wꝛong that J allure my ſelle, to haue receiued of this 
traitour Siluanus. 

The company were wonderfully abaſbed wich theſe woꝛds, but 
eſpecially the duke of Mantona, who loued Siluanus moze dearely 
than any other. | 

But the other going till fozwards in his tale ſaid : if the heart 
b:eake that afflicteth the ſoule of a wofull father, whoſe houle is 
made deſolate by {oofing his childe, by the miſchieuous mticements 
of atheef:ifthis pzeſent J ſap, moue you not to miniſter ſuch ſpeedie 
reuenge, as the law doth pꝛeſcribe, J ſuppole chat all impunitie of 


vice and ſinne hath place on pour behalle. And cherewithall faying 1 


his talke, but vet by his ieſture and countenance ſo inraged, chat hee 
ſeemedlike a man that were beſiveshimſclfe, 

The duke of Mantona now perce:ning the matter, that Valeria 
was the daughter of the duke of Uaſcoma, whom he fuppoſed to 
haue been of ſome meane bitch and parentage, was — 

oꝛie 
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ſoꝛie fo2 Siluanus, whoſe fact by the law deſerued death: and ſeeing 


the duke in ſuch a furie, he wiſt not by what meanes to woꝛke Silua - 


nus ſafetie : fo2 to intreate the duke he thought it but vaine, and to 
4. bzing Suu nus to anfwere the fact, he knew the lawe woulde con- 
demne him: and therefoze knowing where Valeria did remaine, 


whom he knew did loue Siluanus as her owne life, and thinking that 
her teares might leniſie and ſoften the hardened heart of the duke her 
father: Detherefoze pꝛiuily ſent foꝛ Her, .tobebzought immediatiy 
to the citie of Cherona, inthe meane time hee committed Siluanus 
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into ſafe cuſtodie, and deſired the duke at his requeſt to ſtay humlelke 
a while, and hee ſhoulde haue ſuch iuſtice on Siluanus, as himſelfe 
would require. - 
Matters being thus pacifted foz a while, J will in like caſe let 
them reſt foꝛ a time, and will now diſcourſe howe it befell to the du⸗ 
cheſſe ol Me ſsilina, with her daughter Phylene. 
You haue heard befoꝛe how by conſtraint ot weather at the ſea; 
they were dꝛiuen to this citte of Cherona, where the duke nowe re⸗ 
mained, x at her firſt comming, falling to her woꝛk as befoꝛe ſhe had 


done at Tariffa, a rich merchant that dwett in the towne, taking the 


view of this new come wozkweman , fell into ſo great a liking 
with her, that onely to haue acceſle to come into her compante., hee 
beſtowed moꝛe money in cloch to make him ſhirtes and handcar- 
chifes in one weeke, than hee was able to weare out in thꝛee yeares 
after, which he put to her to make, whereby hee became ſomething 
well acquainted with her: but to the end chat ſhee might thinke her 
ſelf ſomething the better beholding vnto him, he pꝛoffered her a moꝛe 
conuenient houſe than that ſhe was in, whicyhe would furniſh witch 
all maner of houſhold ſtuffe foꝛ a reaſonable rent; Shee being verie 
glad of ſo good an offer, became his tenaunt. The merchant now. 
perceiuing his time did ſo well ſerue him, without any greater 
tirtumſtance, declared vnto her the great good will he bare her: but 
Meſilina ſo delayed him, with ſuch wiſe and reaſonable. an{weres, 
that from time to time the merchant himſelfe could not impoꝛtunat⸗ 
ly crane that, which with ſuch movdeſtie, ſhee ſo honellly denied hint; 
Now there lay in this citie of Cherona, the old Ouches of le- 
trona, who hauing intelligence off Me(s:11na to be fo good a wozke- 
woman, ſhe ſent foꝛ her, to whom ſhe put ſundꝛie parcels of wozke, 
which ſhe ſo well fiſhed to the liking of the ducheſſe, that from time 
to time ſhe ſtill plied her with the like, whereby Melsili aa, — — 
F daughter. 
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daughter Phylene, had continuall recourſe to the allas ofthe du: 7 
elſe, where Arabtanus theonely ſor ofthe ucheſle of Petrona, | 


(and inheritour of the dukedome, but that he was bndcr age) did 


marke and behold the beautie and good grace of this poong lemſter 
Phylene, was fo clogged and fettered in the bands of Loue, that all 


other thoughts ſeemed lochſome vuto hun, and euery other top diſ⸗ 
pleaſant, in reſpect of the pleaſure that be ſuffered, by chiking of 
his fairePhylene : wherefoze bayting himſelfe wity hope, and tick: 


led onely by loue, he determined whatſoeyer happened to loue her. 

ZQhich being percetued by his mother, ſhe began verie ſharply to 
rate him, blaming him that he would ſo indiſcreetly place his loue, 
not waying his eſtate and birth, as come ofJ9)incely race, and nowe 
would make himſelfe a fable to the wozld, to like of ſuch a one ſo far 


vnwoꝛchy his Tegree, 


Arabianus falling downe vpon his knees, moſt humbly deſired 
his mother to beare with all that was paſt: and although it were 
crueth that ſhe had ſaid, that he decined fo: her birth to be vnweꝛchy⸗ 
his degree, pet hee deſerued fo2 her beautie to be compared to the 
greateſt vane, and bꝛaueſt Minion elſewhere. And whereas other | 
girles by artificiall meanes and . , doe infoꝛte that which 
the heauens haue denied them, yet Phylenc had no other oꝛnament 
chan that which. Nature had inlarged in ler: and otherwiſe foz her 
vertue, wiſedome, andmodeſtie, he knew it to be ſuch by repoꝛt ot 
_ as ſhe mig be a lanterne to the greateſt Dame that liuev, 4 

twithſſtanding Madam, fozſomuchas you doe take my fact in ſo 

1part, eſivering the renerence, that J owe ta the place which you 
hold on my behalle, and the duetie and obedience chat God will and 
hath commaunded, that child en ſboulde beare to thoſe that haue be. 
gotten and boꝛne then: if it pleaſe you to pardon mee of this that is 
paſt, I p!oteſt that from hencefozth, J will be moze wile aud better 
adu;ſed, howe J enter into any ching that might curne to anp ſuch > 


conſequence, oꝛ an maner of waies to offeud pou. 


The ducheile knowing all to be true that her ſoune had laid, very 5 
well pleaſed with his ſpeeches , remained latiſſied, thinking in her 
minde in deede, that if Phy lend: has been che daughter but of ſome 
meane Gentleman, her fone bed neuer 1 (ougytlarcher foꝛ a 


wike. 


From this time foxwards, aithmugh Arabigous by the perlwa⸗ 1 


ſion of his mother, had vowed ta reualt and let flip the loue that 4 % 
bare 
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the du? pare to Phylene, vet hee coulde not ſo clearely ſooſe his king, but 
:trona, that he did manifett ſome part of his gaod will, by giltes and good 
Je) did countenances which fill hee beſſowed vpon Phyle ne, cauſing his 
ſemſter mother likewile to bellowe many liberall rewardes vppan NIeſ- 
that all ſilma: thus the mother and the daughter perceived themlelues a 
ioy diſ- 2 ghouſand times beholding to the old ducheſſe and her ſonne, 
king ok In this meane ſpace, the merchant befoze mentioned had buried 
dick: his wife, and knowing no other but that Meſsilina his tenatuit had 
ue her. been a widow, he began now a freſh ſuite, and with great inpoztuni- 
rplp to tie requeſted her in the way ofmarrpage, and ſo hardly hee laid vato 
loue, her, that Me ſvilina not knowing otherwiſe howe to rid him, coufel- 
nowe ſed vnto him that ſhee had a huſband aliue, andtherefoze nught not 
lo far marry, 
The merchant thinking theſe to be but delayes to ſhikt him of, 
efired tame to this point, that it hereafter he toulde pꝛooue her by hir awne 
were conkeſſion to be a widow, that then befoze wiznelle ſwee would cake 


him koꝛ her lawfull huſband , aw till that time he would no farther 
to the trouble her till he had made his pꝛoofe: She being glad to be at reſt, 


ocher ¶ thinking that he ſhould wozke veric wiſely to make her conleſſe her 

ſelle to be a widow, agreed to his requeſt, and witneſſe was had in 
the matter, The merchant nom letting his matter reſt a timchio7 his 
better purpoſe, in the end comming vnto her, he tolde her, that al 
though ſhe were ſo diſcourteous to fozlake his friendſhip in euerie 
reſpect: firſt in the way of good fellowſhip, and after in the way of 
marriage, whereby he was dziuento go ſeeke farther : but now ha 
ning found a wife in the countrey, to whom hee was aſſured, and 


23 <*28 
2 
3 


ann meant p2eſently to be married, yet foz the old friendſhip that he bare 
ie be⸗ her, conſidering that he would pꝛeſently remaine in the countr: y al- 
togither, and fox ſake the citie, therefoze fo2 her better ſecuritie, and 
2 aſſirrance of her dwelling , hee would make her a leale of the houſe 
that ſhe dwelt in, koꝛ one and twenty yeares , if it might do her any 
pleaſure, without paying any penie Income. | 

3 Meſsilmagiuinghim great thanks, tooke his offer verie courte- 
2 only, and the leaſe was put to making, which the merchant ſigned 
and deliuered, andherewichall deſtred her ſingle obligation, fo2 the 
perfoꝛmance of ſome ſmall rent, were it neuer ſo little, that hee 
might acknowledge him to be her landloꝛd: che which ſhee neuer de- 
ꝝmnauied to giue. 

The obligation was made in this maner. Nnow all men by tlieſe 
| F 2 pics, 
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Sappho Duke 

pꝛeſents, that J Meſ.ilina widdow, and ſo foo2th, wich wozdes in 
maner and foꝛme of euerie obligation. This obligation thus made, 
was ſigned and deliuered by Me ſoilina to the merchant, who had 
now gotten that ſo long he had ſought foꝛ, and by vertue ot this ob⸗ 
ligation, craued Me ſsilina to be his wife: Shee denying his de- 
mand, but what could that pꝛeuaile, when he had her owne hand and 
ſcale to ſhew, whereby ſhe confeſſed her ſeife a widow , and then by 
her owne agreement (as you haue heard befoze) ſhee mult yeeldher 
ſelfe to be his wie. 

This metter was long in lending and p2oouing , inſomuch that 
the duke being nowe in the towne, miniſtring of iuſlice to ſuth as 
would crane it, the merchant bꝛought the matter beloꝛe the duke, 
who hearing the maner of the barga ne, and ſo many witneſſes to afs 
firme the ſame, gaue ſentence that the merchant ought in deede ta 
haue her. But Me lsilina falling at the feete of the duke, deſiring 
him with teares to deferre his iudgement: the duke now taking bet⸗ 
ter view of the woman, knowing her bath by her voice, and alſo by 
looking well on her face, perceiued aſfuredly that it was his owne 
wife, he called agame to che merchant to ſee his obligation: which 
when he had receiued, he {aid in this maner. | 

Maiſter merchant, this obligation which vou haue delivered me, 
now J haue peruſed wi:h better aduiſe, IJ finde it to be neycher {uf- 
ficient noꝛ lawfull: foꝛ this woman that you wauld make a widow, 
without doubt is married, and hath a hulband: now ſhe being vnder 
couert barne , your obligation is vnpleadable , and Jknowe not 
whom you Gould blame, whether your ſelfe, oꝛ the ſcriuener. And 
herewichall being replete with great ioy and gladnelle, taking his 
wife vp in his armes, very louingly imbꝛaced her, he ſaid . Ah mp 
deare and louing wife, how much am J bound, to render innumera⸗ 
ble thankes to the almiShtie God, that when all hope was paſt, 
haue yet againe recouered my greateſt hope and comfort, Me ſsilina 
likewife perceiuing her loꝛd and huſband,claſping her handes about 
his necke , was not able to {pcake a woꝛd fo2 toy and contentation, 
The company that ſtood by, amazed to ſee this ſodaine hap , were 
likewiſe verie iopfull to ſee this friendly meeting. The merchant 
ſeeing how he had been deceiued, tare his obligation, and departed 
all alhamed, The dicke now deſirous to fee his daughter Phylene, 
cauſed her mother to ſend fo! her: who not knowing her father, ocher⸗ 


wiſe than by repozt, fel down on her knees to craue his MTN 
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ubherewith he was charged, but that he han ftolen Valeria from her 
| were many that knew the noblenes of Siluanus, that begarne to en⸗ 


of Mantona. 


2 4 duke taking her vp, kiſſing her with fatherly affection, could not ſtay 
hies teares, in remembꝛing her bzother Aurelianus, whom he dee⸗ 
mod to be dead. 5 


Theſe newes were ſodainely ſpꝛead throughout the citte of Che: 


4 rona, inſomuch that Arab1anushauing now intelligence, that Phy- 


lene was the daughter of the noble duke Sappho, certifying his mo⸗ 


ther the truth which he had learned: without any great deliberation, 
both the mother and the ſonne cane to viſite the Duke and his cont: 
** pantie, where they were very well welcommed, but eſpecially vnto 
3 Meſshna , to whom the olde ducheſſe and her ſonne both had beene 


very bauntifull, And when a while they had paſſed the tune with 


7 pleaſantdiſcourſes of all that had paſſen, the Ducheſle of Petrona 
2 craued Phylene in marriagt fo2 her ſome, The Duke being made 
pꝛiup to the matter, knowing Arabianus to be come of great diſcent, 
and to be indued with large and faire poſſeſſions, ſeeing him likewiſe 
to be a toward pong gentleman, would not ſtand againſt it, but re- 


ferred the matter ts his daughters liking, Phyle ne who had beene 


greatly bound to the curteſie of the pong duke, and had receiued ma- 
mp gitts and good turnes at his hands, would not do as a number of 


theſe nice dames, that wil many times make dainty of that they wold 
faineſt come by, gaue her free conſent, There was then ro moꝛe to 
do, but to pꝛepare foꝛ the marriage, which was pꝛeſently ſo lemnized 


wich great pomp and gloꝛie. . 
By this time Valeria (whom as you haue heard befo2e, the duke 


F had ſent foꝛ) was come to Cherona, who was pꝛiuily lodged by the 


dukes commandement in a pꝛiuie place, The day now being come 
Siluanus was bꝛought to his anſwere, hee coulde not deny the fact 


father, by which confeſſion the lawe condemned him to die. There 


treate the duke of Uaſronta to remit the fact: but all in vaine, fo2 the 
moꝛe they intreated, che moꝛe he haſtened to ſee execution. 

The duke of Mantona ſeeing his great obſtinacie, did think it hie 
time to find a remedy foꝛ Si ſuanus, if it might be, therefo2e he ſayd: 


Orr duke, were it poſſible that this condenmed man, who is like (lo 


farre as I can ſee) to beare the whole bꝛunt, and vet might be inticed 
to this fact by your daughters meanes: oꝛ at the leaſt, your daughter 
mult be halfe partner of this fault, and yeelded with her good will ta 
come away : fo2 otherwiſe it had beene vnpollible foꝛ him to haue 

F 3 bꝛought 


Sappho Duke 


bzonght her from out your court: which if it be true, it you wil needs 2 
ſee iuſtice ſo duly executed in the one, I can nat ſee how your daugh- 
ter can go quit, but muſt be as well partaker of the purithment, as 


ſhe was in the fact, by yeelding her conſent. 


The duite of Uaſconia anſwered. as it is the office and duety ok cl 


* 


euery good Julticer, to knowe the valour and difference betweene 3 
vertue aud vice, to the ev that all vertuous acts may be honoured, 
and the contrary challtſen and puniſhed: Otherwiſe he is not wooz- 


thic the name ol a righteous Judge, but of a cruell and traiterous 


that J map haue the lawe extended vp on this wetch Siluanus, as 
to2 my daughter that you ſpeake ot, as I knowe not where ſhe is, ſo 


J doe nat de ſire to learne what is become of her: but this J pꝛoteſt, 
that ik euer J may finde her, rather than ſhe ſhould efcape vnpuniſh⸗ 
ed, J will not let with mine owne hands, to doe execution vpon her, 
accoꝛding to her demerites, and the filchines ol her fact: from hence 


tpꝛant: wherefoze ſir duke, you ſitting here in the place of Juſtice, 
to miniſter equity and right to euery oue that calleth : chen J dere 


foꝛth denouncing her to be any child of mie, and make no better ac- = 


count of her otherwiſe than to be a filthy ſtrunmpet, vnwooꝛthy of me 


ber kacher, oꝛ to chalenge her deſcent from ſuch a ſfocke. 


The duke of Mautona was nowe troubled. woꝛſe than befoꝛe: 


fo2 whereas he had ſome hope, that the humble fute of Valeria ſhuld Þ 


ſomething haue mocued her father to compaſſion, he nowe thought 
that her light would rather increaſe his rage and furie. Againe hee | 


thought, that to bzing her into his pꝛeſence, if hee continued in one 


moode, he might wozke Valeria fo great pꝛeiudice, as he would be 

heartily ſoꝛie ta ſee, Pet thinking with him ſelfe, that it was impol⸗ 
ſible, that a father ſhoulde be voyde of good nature, to ſee the vtter 
ruine of his childe without any remoꝛſe: he cauſed. Valeria to be ſent 


foꝛ, who being conducted to the place, ſeeing her father and the reſt 


of the companie, ſhee beganne to coniecture that all was not well. 


But when Siluanus ſaw his Valeria, wondering by what meanes 


ſhee was bzought to lo euill a banquet, remembꝛing what woꝛdes 
her father befoꝛe had pꝛoteſted, he began with a piteous voice to cry f 


aut. 


what euill foꝛtune hach conducted chee to this place, what froward 


fates haue foꝛced thee, that thou ſhouldeſt be made companion of my 
miſhappes: O fraile and inconſtant foxtune, ho we halt thou fronted } 
1 * 
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reds © mphoneft deſires with ſuch crooked ſpite , that where J couet the 
© countenance of greateſt credite,there I am foꝛced tohazard the loſſe 
ok lite, and atwhat crooked aſpect hath gouerned my pꝛoceedings, 
that the hoped tine J ſpent in thts warlike ſerutce, ſhould thus con- 
y of clude with his contrary,and J foꝛced as it were by fate to follow the 
tene vnhappy euent of the ſame, wherein J doe confeſſe my pꝛedeſtinate 
red, Follies, But ſuch are the ſundꝛy dealings of this life, as thole that 
092- ten their ſteps to monſtrous mountaines, do ſometimes ſcarce con- 
ous clude with meane mole hilles, The ſundꝛie conflicts of koꝛtune, mal⸗ 
ice, king my hope with a ſhew of happy reward, hath not onely vnacked 
lire me, but it thꝛeatneth the ſequel of wozſe ſuccelſe:that in ſtead of hap⸗ 
| as Wpy and quiet life, my dayes ſhalbe abzidged with moi ſhamefull and 
s, ſo Þ vile death. O Valeria, Valeria;the iop and comfozt of mp life, J ſhal 
eſt, no mate ſee that incomparable beautie of thine, which darkeneth and 
ih- X sbſcureth the raies and beames of the ſunne. 

her, Then turning himlelte to the puke of Uaſconia,he ſaide, J moll 
ence humbly be leech your grace to haue compaſſion vpon me: not foꝛ that 
- ac: I would conſume iny life in your diſpleaſure, J make offer of the 
me ame to your merciful wil and viſpoſit/on, chooſing rather to die, and 
to leaue your grace ſatiſſied and contented, than to live a happie life, 


5 


Ne : vour pzincely minde dilpleaſed: and albeit the right good intent, and 
id If vnſkained conſcience is free from fault, yet the iudgement of men 
icht bath further relation to the exteriour appearance, than to vertues 
hee koꝛce. Is it a ſinne to marry : Is it a fault to flie and auoydyehe lime 
one of whoꝛe dome: That lawes be theſe then, where the marriage bed 
d be and ioyned matrimony , is purſued wich like ſeueritie, as murther, 
zof- theft, adultery : But ſeeing the fault of this miſhap, to ariſe by my 
tter Nedeſtinate euill lucke, J moſt humblp beleech vou, to mittigate 
ſent © your rage, and to conceiue no ſiniſter opinion of this vour wooꝛthie 
reſt daughter, whoſe ſmalleſt griefe is my double pame : as fo2 my ſelle 
ell. J am wel pleaſed with my miſloꝛtune, contented to ſactiſice my life, 
nes only to reteiue your cleare acquittance foꝛ my offonce, and wil maks 
des latillaction wich the pꝛice of my blood. 1 
cry The duke ol Uaſconiabendinghis bꝛowes, anſwered : No trai- 

tour no, it is not thy lite that ſhall appeaſe my furie, but J wilfſs 
iet, ¶ coole the whozith heate ol pour minion fo2 whom you ſeeme fo mich 
ard to pleade, chat I wil make her an example to all others, foꝛ doing 
my l an act ſo deteſtable. But what abuſe haue they continiltfed , vn- 
ted ¶ der the title of Marriage, thinking without temoazle ol — 

| p 
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by that meanes to continue their miſchiefe: and their pꝛomiſe and 


faith that was made vnder a buſh, muſt ſerue foꝭ a cloake and viſard 
foꝛ their moſt filthie vihoꝛde me. Eut what it their marrage were 
concluded and confu med by God humſelfe, is Siluanus a man wo- 
thy to be alied, oz mingled with the royall bloud of the houſe of Ual⸗ 
tonia: Mo no, J vow J will neuer take ſound no? refiful ſieepe, vn 
{4.1 J haue diſpatched that infamous fact from our bloud, aud that 
villaine whozemonger with his trull be vſed accozding vnto their de⸗ 


ſerts. 


Valeria now knowing how matters were ſozted out, and hearing 
this cruell ſentence pꝛonounced by her father, fell downe vpon her 
knees, and bitterip crying out, ſhe ſayd: My deare father, moſt hum: | 
bly I beſeech you, lich no other thing may appeaſe your ire, than the 
life of the offendoz, let not this gentleman ab de the penance of that, 
which he neuer committed, be reuenged on me, by whom the fault (k 
a womans faith to her huſband may be termed a fault) is done. And 


let this vnfoztunate gentleman depart, who God knoweth, is inno⸗ 


cent of any other crime, than what he was bzought into, only by my 
D2ouocation, And as ſhe was about to haue pzoccered further in her 
talke,her father interruptcd her, ſaying: Paue you found your tong 
now pꝛetie peate, then wee muſt haue an Almond foꝛ Parrat : howe 
durſt thou ſtriumpet chalenge me to be thy father : that without re⸗ 
gard, either of my reno wme, oꝛ of the honour of mp houſe , thou art 
content tobe abandoned from this noble eſtate , and to become a ſu- 
gitiue and a ſtranger, to follow a rogue vpand dowrezhe countren: 
no minion no, thmke not that any feminine flattery ſhall ap mee 


from doing thee to death, noꝛ your darling that ſtands by you, (hall: 


efcape with his life, verily beleeuing, that in time it ſhal be knowen 


what pzofic the wozld ſhall gaine, by purging the ſame of ſuch an in⸗ 


fected plague : and J do hope beſides this, that in time to come, men 
{hall pꝛaiſe this deede of nine, who fo2 pzeſeruing the honour ofmp 
houſe, haue choſen rather to do to death two offendoꝛs, than to leaue I 


the one of them aliue, as leſſe faulty oꝛ guiltleſſe than the other, 


Valeria once againe falling pꝛoſirate befo2e her father, ſa'de; 1 
moſt humbly beſeech you, fo2 that all other comfoꝛt is denied mee, 
that IJ map cr aue this onely grace at your handes, foꝛ the laſt gad 
what euer I hope to receue: which is, that you being thus grieuou- 3 
liy offended with me, doe vengeance at your pleaſure vpon her,who | 
willingly veeldech herleile to the death, with che effulic — : 
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of Mantohn:: 


eee ene that Si lunnus, who is innocent and 
esam keen, —— father no longer able {oz ans- 
ger to tixyath but to the duke, to haſten the execu⸗ 


vere | nom he ancona,Whoſe heart didbleede in his be y foz ſo. 
ll ite, rd eee longer fie, gaue ſentente ol drath, 
— md p2eſent exetaton to be m tooke ſo great ſoꝛrow 


4 enden as this daughter Phyiene ſhould haue dozne them com⸗ 
de. pany: bitt he was notable to heipe it, the lawes and of 
8 8 e Counrey would not otherwile + And to take his 
fs lat farewel{of Siluanlis, he ſapd: Siluanuss th 2 and honour 
g | of all yong gentlemen that euer were, that be now, oꝛ wy be hertaf- 
ter this, whoſe bertue, valiante, and woꝛchy exploices, doe gliſter a- 
monglt the multitude, as the ſunne beames do vpon che cicket of the 
ö earth. O that thy hard foꝛtune ſhould conduct thee to ſuch viltreſle, 
char onelp br thine owne valiance and pꝛowelſe, halt elraped lo ma⸗ 
© 1» Di amongſt thy thongedenemtes , and uo thy riuine and 
1 Jo ,thou be thus wyought,amidlt thy allured friendes, chat 
as. | knowey'nat how to help it. What heapes of cares hathbelteged me 
jr | on euerie ſide + To thinke that J ſhould craue thy companie, wher- 

bs thou artbzoinght into the mivveſt of ſo greatmilehiefe , which o⸗ 
7 cherwile mightelt haue eſcaped this miſhap: and thou Valeria, 
would God thy vnfoꝛtunate hoſte, which departed from theo, thin⸗ 
enn roge plealute; hay remained wir thee a pooꝛe 
GSerxten kill, till this pꝛeſent day. Pe 

; The reit ofthe companie that ſtood by, hearing the duke to make 
'& fo . 1 . — griefe 
& ſoꝛow, inſo euer ,cried to che duke 
1 ad that he woitly the ollence: and 
122 if hee thould ſeeke the death of ſo noble a gentle⸗ 
man, as Siluanus had ſhewed himlelfe to be: But the viike perſeue⸗ 

f ring ſtill in one minde, aſked them, wich what face they could make 
XJ requeſt fo2 a varler of no repiration, whom hee hay found in che 
eee ee 
| x coitntrey 
FT clowne, and foxxecting hinrſelfe fromwhence he ſpꝛong, negletting 
; I fomany benefices, which he had beſtowed vpon him, would enter in- 
(co choſe things, ſofarre vnſeently anderceedit ceeviy his degree 
The duke of Wantona, a and +0 this le,” remem⸗ 
bung his ſonne Aurclianus; Zoſt⸗ 1 
3 ole 
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neee þ 


ae on che pln; hail an — 
as it mas: e demanded farther, daa Su. 
nanu 6; whether he had any other 
Jaſcouia) his name hee ſaive-was; 1 
changed to Siluanus, becauſe I ſouud him — 7 1 2 en 4 
IO. any further ftay,the duke of Pantonsrun- 
haltelpvpon Siluanus, ha pad ph; ＋ 10 
ny lae,mpto ſonne : and with this ſodaine jop , 8 
ute, — no een, 


—2 

The dukeof FUalronia much amazed to {ce this ſight, but agreat | 
deale moze glad, that Si luanus had found out ſuch a father: and nam 
nothing at all offenden with his daughters choice, came likewiſe 
with cheerefull countenance, and imaced denne dae 
the puke his facher, and hi what mas paſt: and ta- 
kung Valeria by the hand, he deliuered her to Siluanus, menen 
her foz her dowzie 40000 Frankes in gold pꝛeſentiꝝ ta AND. 
and after his dileeo(e, ta remaine fo: his mhericour, 

Siluanus better pleaſed unch Valeria her ſelle, em all the | 
m that was wanne: Caue him great thanks, mne wehe 
AY the company were +eplenithed with .the-nreateft iov that 
might be, to ſee this ſodaine ſight , and chus then deyarted to che 
Ballace where the puke kept his above, where S. uanus was tnel: | 
comed, tu his mother, ba his ſiſter, to Araluanus,and to all the reſt, 
where vt} hut puns Ages woes 2 Md a hand of exerla-. | 

Nh pd 35 858 
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beſtawed of them all large and | 
(che two pong ladies Valeria and by lene; 2 
tomeetc one a yeare at the. 
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Kull Hippe': Ihike hole be wiſe woulde wert! Des che 
ne: ¶ is, where the partie beloued doth requite vs wirhehe kate? foforhes: 
2 1 Wike, n | he es meltnell ernie 
pe: mige be ſufficient to confithi eg 
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's 2 ſonable 


to wiite, ſhall be done mich ſuch celeritie, as 
r eee. and thus' 


conatie lone: fa to lone them that hate vs, o fllowe theichar die 4 
from vs, to fawne on them that frowne on vs, to currie fauonr with 
them that dildaine vs, to be glad to pleaſe them that care not hoe 
they offend vs: not confelſe this to be anerronious loue, 
neither cher — vpon wit noꝛ regfou, Wherefoze right courteous 
N omen, tf it pleaſe you with patience to perule this hiſtoꝛie 
llovung, you ſhall ſee dame errour ſo play her part, with a leiſh of 


14 


S 


XX 


louers, amale and two females, as ſhall wozke a wonder to your 
wile iudgement, in noting the effect of their amozous denifes and 


concluſions of their actions, The firft neglecting the loue of a noble 
dame, pong, beaytifull, and faire , ( who onely fo; his good will, 
plated the part of a ſeruingman, contented to abide any manner of 4 
pain only to behold him. He a Wenke ertinghis loue of a dame that de- 
ſpiling him, (being a ) gaue her ſelfe to e 'J 
che had thought) but it 2 fell out, as the ſubſfance of this tale 
ſhall _ Te And becauſe J haue been ns, with tedious # 
in mp ourle, offering pour patient eare hearing 
of a circumſtance ouer ws, Fi Fromhencefozth, that which 2 minde 
matter HEY 12 N 
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i; atjd Silla.” 
4 1 arofehe fame Ile with whom hoe lodged. while his chips 
3 were new repairing, 
e This Pontus that was lad and gouernour of this famous Ile, 
was au ancient dnke, and had two childzen , a ſonne and a daughter, 
his ſoune was named Siluio,of whom heereafter we hall haue fur 
e ¶ ther ottalion to ſpenke, but at this inſtant he was in the parts of A- 
7 frica, ſeruing in the warres. 
The daughter her name was Silla, whoſe beautie was ſo piere⸗ 
leſſe, that he had the ſoueraigntie amongſt all other dames, aſwell 
a her beautie as fo2 the nobleueſſe of her birth. This Silla hauing 
„ heard of the woꝛthineſſe of Apollonius, this yong duke, who beſides 
his beautie and good graces,had ad a certaine naturall allurement, that 
being now in his companie in her fathers court, ſhe was ſo ſtrangely 
¶ attached with the loue of Apollonius, that there was nothing might 
content her but his pzeſence and ſweete ſight, and although the ſaw 
no maner of hope, to attaine to that the moſt deliren: knowing A- 
ng pol lonius to be biit a gueſt, and reavie to take the benefice of the nert 
winde, and to depart into a ſtrange tountrey, whereby ſee was be⸗ 
ze⸗ Þ reaued of all poſſibilitie euer to ſee him againe, and therefoze ſtrived 
with her ſelfe to leaue her fondneſle, but all in vaine it would not be, 
but like the fowle which once limed, che maze the ffriueth, the faſter 
ie tyech her ſelle. So Silla was now conſlrained perfozce her will 
to peeld to laue, wherefoze from time to time, the vſed ſo great a fa 
; miliaritie with him, as her honour might well permit, and fed him 
with ſuch amozous baites, as the modeſtie of a maid could reaſona⸗ 
| bly afloop, which when ſhe percetued, did take but ſmall effeet, fee- 
ling her ſelſe ſo muchoueraged with the extremitie ofherpaſſion, by 
| theonely countenance that the beſtowed vpon Apollonius, it might 
hne been well perceuted, that the verie eyes — — 
pittie and remoꝛſe. But Apollonius comming — 
the field, from the — his ennemies, 3 
thzoughly.dilloluet wo; rom bis omack, gaueno 
a —————— hit 
not been acquainted withall. But his minde rannemozetaheare his 
Bilots bzing news of a merrie winde, to ſerue his turne to Conſtan⸗ 
mnapie, wich in the end came veryp2oſperouſly v nd giuing Duke 
P for his great entertainment, taking 
ol himſelle, and the ladie Silla his dan wich his coni⸗ 
pane, and with a happie * x Gentle- 


wonan 


2 
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women accozving tomy promiſe, Jt heerefoy homtele tte; | 
omit to make repetition of the long and dolozous diſeourſe re. 


co2vedby Silla fo this ſodaine Apolionius,kntow- 


departure ot her 
ing you to be as tenderly — n i 


the better coniectnre the furit | 27 0 ne Bir 
But Silla the further that ſhe ſaw her ſelfe! of allhupe, 
euer any moꝛe to ſee her beloued A pollonius, ſo much theme con 


tagious were her paſſions, and made che greater ſpeexdeto'eperute 
that ſhe had pꝛemeditated in her mind, which was this: Antongitma- 
ny ſeruants that did attend vpon her, there was onewhoſe nine as 
Pedro, who had a long time waited vpon her in her chamber, wher:- 


F 


by ſhe was well aſſured of his fivelitte and truſt : to that Pedro, 


therefoze the ben aied firft the fernency of her loue bomets Apollo- 


nius, conttiring him in che name of the crovdefle of Loue her ſelfe, 
and binding hun by the dutie that a ſeruant ought to haue, that ten 


dereth his miſtreſle ſafety and good liking , and veſiring him wich 
teares trickling done her cheekes, that hee would giue his conſent i 
to aid and aſſiſt her, in that ſhe had determined, which was foꝛ that | 


ſhe was fully reſolued to go to Conſtantinople, where ſhe might a- 
gaire take the view ol her belouen Apollonius, thathee actoming 
to the truſt ſhe had repoſedinhim , would not refuſe to giue his con 
ſent, ſecretly tu ranuey her from out her fathers court, CO — 
ſhe ſhould giue him direction, and alſo to make himſelle partaker of 

ebe the had ſeen the end of her de⸗ 


Pedroperceuin with neren his avi n mite 


Conſtantinopie, ready ti depart, which Pedro vaverfiaamang, 
—— — eg N 
Couſtantinople 
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: 1 ſhe liking very well ofthe de 
. attire-ftole away from ous 
her fathers court, and came with Pedro; whom now lhe calleth bz: 
e 
ſeruing very well, they launched foꝛth with their oares , aud 
ſaile, when they were at the lea, the captaine of the gally, taking 
the view of Silla, perteiuing her ſingular beautie, hee was better 
nleaſed in beholding of her face, than in takingthe height either of 
the ſunne oꝛ ſtarre, and thinking her by the homelineſle of her appa- 
rell, to be but ſome ſimple maiden, calling her into lus cabin, he be 
= gautobzeake with her after the ſea faſhion, defiring her to ple his 
owne cabin taꝛ her better eaſe: and during the time that ſhe remat- 
ned at the Sea, the ſhould not want a bed, aud then whiſpering ſolt⸗ 
© ly in her eare he ſata, that fo2 mant of a bedfellom, behimſelfy would 
2 ſupply chat roume. Silla ust beiug acquainted with any ſuch talke, 
bluſhed fo2 ſhame, but made him no anſwere at all: my captaine 
feeling luch abickering within himſelfe, the like whereofhe had ne⸗ 
uer indured vpon the Sea: was like to be taken pꝛiſoner abooꝛd his 

one ſhip , and foꝛced to peeld himlelfe acaptiue without any can- 
2 wherefoꝛe to ſalue all ſaꝛes, and thinking it the readieſt 
wan te he began to bꝛeake wich dilla in the way of marriage, 

hom happie a voyage the had made, to fall into the liking: 

of ſuch a one as himſelfe was, who was able to keepe and maintaine 
her like a gentlewoman, and foz her ſake would likewiſe take her 
hꝛother into his fellowſhip, whom hes would by ſome meanes pꝛe : 
ferre in ſuch ſoꝛte, 7 new of chem ſhoulde haue goop cauſe to 
thinke themlelues pie, ſhe to . ſuch a huſband, and; 
het to light of lub ab —_ But Silla pleaſed with theſe 
mekermentes, deſired . bistal „ lap that hee did thinke: 
her ſelfe in deed to be too vnwozthy ſuch a oneas hee was, neyther 
was ſhe minded yet to marty , and therefoze deſired him to ſixe his 
kancie vpon ſame that were better woꝛthy than her ſelfe was, and 
that could better like of his courteſie than ſhe could doe: the Cap- 
_ — bimſelfe thus refuſed, being in a great chale, he ſaid as 
kfolloweth. 

Then ſeeing you make ſo little accompt of my courtelle, pꝛofſe⸗ 
oy bo: 1 fo arg, pnwozthp of it, rom bn * will 
office of mp authozitie , pu ſhalJ knows that I am the gap- 
| e POR 92 d haue PEWEr to canmaund and 
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was ſuch, that there was no man but did thinke the Seas woulde 
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thinxes at my pleaſure , and feemg you haue ſo ſtomefulſy reie. 
cted mee ta be your loyall huſband, J will nome take you by force. 1 
and vſe you at my will, and ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe me, will keepe 10 
you fo2 mine owne ſtoꝛe, chere ſhall be no man able to defend ybu, 
noꝛ yet to perſwade me from that J haue determined. Silla wich 
theſe woꝛdes being ſtroke into a great feare, did thinke it nowe too 4 
late, to rew her raſh attempt, determined rather to die with her own 
hands, than to ſuffer her ſelfe to be abuſed in ſuch ſozt, therefoze ſhe 
moſt humbly deſired the captaine ſo nuich as hee could to ſaue her 
credite, and ſeeing that ſhee muſt needs be at his will and diſpoſiti⸗ 
on, that fo2 that pꝛelent hee would depart, and ſuffer her till night, 
when! in the darke he might take his pleaſure, without any maner of 
ſuſpition to the reſidue of his companie. The captaine thinking now if 
the gole to be mote then halfe wonne, was contented ſo farre to ſatiſ: 'Z 
fie her requeſt and departed out, leauing her alone in the cabin. 
Silla, "bow alone by her ſelfe, dꝛue out her knife readie to ffrike 5 c 
her ſelfeto the heart, and falling vpon her knees, deſired Son ta re- f 
ceie her ſoule, as an acceptable ſacrifice fo2 her follies, which hee 
had ſo wilfully committed, crauing pardon fo2 her ſins, and ſo forth 
continuing a long and pittifull reconciliation to God, in the middeſt 
whereof there lodainly fell a wonderfull ſtoꝛme, che tenour whereof 


= Phy cy oy. on or | 


pꝛeſently haue ſwallowed them, the billowes ſo ſodainly aroſe wy F 
the rage ofthe winde, that they were all glad to fall to heaui 1 
of water, fo2 otherwile their feeble gallie had neuer been able to _ 
hooked the Seas, this fonne continued all that date and the next | 
night. aum they being dzinen to put romer befoze the winde to keepe þ 
the Gallie a head the billow, were dꝛiuen vpon the maine ſhoꝛe, 
where the Gallie bake all to peeces , there was euerie man p2ont- 
ding to ſaue his owne life, ſome gate vppon hatches, boozdes, and 
caſkes, and were dzinen with the waues too and fro, but the grea: 
teſt number were dꝛowned, amongſt the which Pedro was one, but 
Silla her ſelfe being in the Cabin, as you haue heard, tooke hold of 
a cheſt that was the captaines, the which by the onely pꝛouidence of 
God bꝛought her ſafe to the thore,the which when ſhe had recouered, 
not knowing what was become of Pedro her man, thee deemed chat 
both he and ol the reſt had heen dꝛowned, fo2 that ſhee ſaw no bovie 
the ſhoꝛe bit her feffe, wheref6ze, when ſhee had a while made 
eat lamentartens, complaining her miſhaps, che began in my 
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and Silla. 


" 7 tocomfozt herſelfe wich the hope, that ſoe had to ſee her Apollonius, 
and found ſuch meanes that ſhee bzake open the cheſt that bꝛought 
„ her to land, wherein ſhe found good ſtoze of coine, and ſundꝛy ſuices 
-» # of apparell that were the captames, and now to pꝛeuent a number of 
iniuries, that might be pꝛoffered to a woman that was left in her 
rale, ſhe determined to leaue her owne apparell, and to ſo2t her ſeife 
into ſome of thole ſutes, that being taken fo2 a man, ſhe might paſle 
thꝛough the countre y in the better ſafette,and as ſhe changed her ap- 
; 23 parell,ſhe thought it likewiſe conuenient to change her name, wher⸗ 
fore not readily happening of any other, ſhe called her ſelfe S11uio,by 
4 — name of her owne bꝛother, whom you haue heard ſpoken of be⸗ 
foze. 
. In this maner the trauelled to Conſtantinople, where ſhce en⸗ 
gquired out the pallace ot the duke Apollonius, ànd thinking her ſelfe 
nov to be both fit and able to play the ſeruingman, ſhe pꝛeſented her 
ſelfe to the duke, crauing his ſerutce : the duke very willing to giue 
ſuccour vnto ſlrangers, perceiuing him to be a pꝛoper ſmugge yong 
man, gaue him entertamment: Silla nowe thought her ſe lte moꝛe 
than ſatiſfted, foꝛ all the caſualties that had happened vnto her in her 
iournep, that ſhe might at her pleaſure take but the view of the duke 
Apollonius, and aboue the reſt of his ſeruantes was very diligent 
X and attendant vyon him, the which the duke perceiumg, began like⸗ 
ant wiſe to grow into good liktng with the diligence of his man, and 
ane tkherefoꝛe made him one of his chamber, who but Siluio then was 
was moſt neate about him, in helping of him to make him reavie in 
me a A monning, in the ſett ing or his ruffes., in the keeping ok his cham⸗ 
ber, Siluio pleaſed his maiſter ſo well, that aboue all the reſt of his 
ſeruants about him, he had the greateſt credite, and the duke put him 
in moſt truſt; 
Atthis very inſtant, there was remaining in the cities a noble 
dame a widow, whole huſband was but lately deceaſed, one of the 
2 nobleſt men that were in the partes of Grecia, who left his lady and 
| wife large poſſellions and great linings, This ladies name was cal- 
led lulina, who beſides the abundance of her wealthy, and the great⸗ 
neſſe ok her reuenues, had likewiſe the ſateratgntie of all the dames 
e ok Conſtantinople fo2 her beautie, To this lady Iulina, Apollonius 
became an earneſt ſuter, and accozding to the maner of woers, be⸗ 
ſides faire wozdes, ſozrowſull ſighes, and piteous coimtenan⸗ 
ces, there mult be ſending ok loumg letters , chaines, bꝛacelets, 
D _  thooches,, 
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Nooches, rings, tablets, iemmes, iewels, aud pꝛeſents I know not 


what: So my duke, who in the time that he remained in the Ile of 


Cypꝛes, had no ſkill at all in the art of loue, although it were moꝛe 


than halke p2offered vnto him, was now become a ſcholler in Loues 
ſchoole, and had already learned his firſt leſſon, that is, to ſpeake pi: | 


tifully, to looke ruthfully, to pꝛomiſe largely, to ſerue diligently, 
and to pleaſe carefully: Now he was learning his ſecond leſſon, that 
is to reward liberally, to giue bountifully, to pꝛeſent willingly, and 
to write loumgly. Thus Apollonius was fo buſted in his new ſtu⸗ 
dy, that J warrant you there was no man that could challenge him 


foꝛ playing the truant, hee followed his pꝛokeſſion with fo good a 
will: And who muſt be the meſſenger to carry the tokens and letters 


to the ladie Iulina, but Siluio his man, in him the duke repoſed his 


onely conſtdence, to go betweene him and his ladie. | 

Now centlewomen. doe you thinke there could haue been a grea⸗ 
ter toꝛment deuiled, wherewith to afflict the heart of Silla, than her 
ſelfe to be made the infirument to woꝛke her owne miſhap, and fo 
play the atturny in a cauſe, that made ſo much agamſt her ſelte. But 
Silla altogither deſirous to pleaſe her maiſter, cared nothing at all 
to offend her ſelfe, followed his buſineſſe with fs good a will, as it it 
had been in her owne pꝛekerment. 

Iulina now hatting many times taken the gaze of thts yong vouth 
Siluio, perceiuing him to be of ſich excellent perfect grace, was fo 
intangled with the often light ofthis lweete temptation, that ſhee 
fell into as great a liking with the man, as the maiſter was wich her 
ſelfe: And on a time Siluio being ſent from his maiſter, with ameſ: 
lage to the lady Iulina, as hee began very earneſtly to ſollicite in his 
maiſters behalfe, Iulina interrupting him in his tale, ſaid: Siluio 
it is enough that eu haue ſaid fo2 your maiſter, fromhencefozth ei⸗ 
ther ſpeake foz your ſelfe, oꝛ ſaying nothing at all. Silla abaſhed to 
heare theſe woꝛdes, began in her minde to accuſe the blindneſſe of 
loue, that Iulia neglecting the good will of ſo noble a duke, would 
pꝛeferre her lone vnto ſich a one, as nature it ſelfe had denied to re: 
compence her Icking. | 
Andnowe foz a time, leauing matters depending as vou haue 


heard, it fell out that the right Siluio in deede (whom vou haue 
heard ſpoken o betoꝛe, the bꝛother of Silla, was come to his fathers | 


court into the Ile of. Cypꝛes, where vnderſtanding that his ſifter 
was departed, in maner as vou haue heard coniectured, that the — 
occaſion 
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okrcallon did p15cetbeof ſome liking had betweene Petro her man 
(that was milltag with her) aud her ſelfe, but Siluio who loued his 
© filter, as dearly as hio owne life, and the rather ſoꝛ that as ſhe was 
his naturall ſiſter, bath by father and mother, ſo the one ol them was 
(a like the other, m countenance and fauour, that there was no man 

2 able to diſcerne the one from the other by their faces, ſauing by their 
apparell the one being a man, the other a woman. 

Siluio theretoꝛe vowed to his father, not onely to ſeeke out his 
fifter Silla, but alſo to reuenge the villanie, which hee conceiued in 
Pedro, fo? the carrying awap of his ſiſter, and thus departing, ha⸗ 
uing trauelled thzough manie cities and townes, without hearing a⸗ 
ny maner of newes ot thoſe he went to ſeeke fo?, at the laſt he arrine> 
at Couſtantmonle, where he was walking m an euening fo2 his awn. 
recreation, on a pleaſant greene parde, without the walles of the ci: 
tie, he foztuned to meet with the ladie Iulina. ho likewiſe had been 
| abzoad to take the aire, and as ſhe ſodamly caſt her eyes vpon Sil - 

vio, thinking him to be her olde acquaintance, by reaſon they were 
ſo like one another, as you haue Heard befoze, ſaid vnto him, Sir $1! 
uio, ił your haſte be not the greater, J pꝛay you let me haue a little 
talke with you, ſeeing J haue ſo luckely mette you heere in this 

lace.. | 
g Siluio wondering to heare himcelfe ſo rightly named, beeing 
but a ſtraunger, not of aboue two dayes conttnuance in the Citie, 
very courteouſſy came towardes her, deſirous to heate what ſhee 
would ſav e 

Julina commaunding her traine ſomething to ſkand backe, ſayd. 
as followeth. Seeing my good will and friendly loue, hath been. 
the onely cauſe to make me ſo pꝛodigal to offer that J ſee is ſv light- 
ly reiected, it maketh me to thinke, that men be of this condition, ra⸗ 
ther to deſire thole thinges, which they cannot come by, than to e⸗ 
ſtet me oꝛ value of that, which both largely and liberally is oflered 
vnto them, but if the liberalitie of my p2offer , hath made to lecme- 
leſſe the value of the thing that J meant to pꝛeſent, it is but in your 
owne conceit, conſidering how many noblemen there hath been heere 
* befoze, and be pet at this pꝛeſent, which hath both ſerued, ſued, and 
e & moſthumbly intreated, to attaine to that, which to you of my ſelfe, J] 
s bhaue freely offered, and J perceiue is deſpiſed , o; at the leaſt very 
' 

p 
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lightly regarded. ; 
Siluio wondering at nn, mo2e amazed that the cum 
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ſs rightly call him by his name, coulde not tell what to make ofher |} 
ſpeeches, aſſuring htmlelfe that ſhee was deceived, and did miſtake |} 


him, did thinke notwithſtanding it had been a point of great ſimpli⸗ 
citie, it he ſhould fozſake that which Foꝛtune had ſo fauourably pꝛof⸗ 


fered vnto him, perceiuing by her traine, that ſhee was ſome lady ok 


great honour, and viewing the perfection ol her beautie, and the er- 
cellencie of her grace and countenance, did thinke it vnpoſſible that 
ſhe ſhould be deſpiſed, and therefoze anſwered thus. 


Madame, if befoze this time, J hane ſeemed to foꝛget my ſelke, 
in neglecting your courteſie which ſo liberally you haue meant vnta 
me: pleaſe you to pardon what is paſt, and from this day fozwards, | 
Siluio remaineth ready pꝛeſt to make ſuch reaſonable amendes, as 


his abilitie may any wayes permit, oz as it ſhall pleaſe you to com⸗ 
mand 3 : ET x 
lulina the gladdeſt woman that might be, to heare theſe topfull 


newes, ſaid : Then my Siluio ſee you faile not to moꝛrow at night 


to ſup with me at my owne houſe , where J will diſcourle farther 
with vou, what amends you ſhall make me: to which requeſt Sil- 
uio gaue his glad conſent , and thus they departed very well plea- 
ſed. And as lulina did thinke the time very long, till hee had reapt 
the fruit ol her deſire: So Siluio hee withed foꝛ harueſt, bekoꝛe coꝛne 


could grow, thinking the time as long, til he ſaw how matters would 


fall out, but not knowing what ladie the might be, he pzeſently (be⸗ 
foꝛe Iulina was ought of ſight) demanded of one that was walking 
by, what ſhe was, and how ſhe was called, who ſatiſfted Siluio in e⸗ 
uerie point, and alſo in what part of the towne her houſe did ſtand, 
whereby he might enquire it out. | 

Siluio thus departing to his lodging, paſſed the night with very 
vnquiet ſleepes, and the next moꝛning his minde ran ſo much of his 
ſupper, that he neuer cared neither foꝛ his bzeakefaſt noꝛ dinner: and 
the day to his ſeeming paſſed away ſo ſlowly, that hee had thought 
the ſtately Steedes had been tired, that dzaw the charriot of the ſun, 
o els ſome other Ioſua had commanded them againe to ſtand, and 
wiſhed that Phaeton had been there with a whip. 

Iulina on the other ſide, ſhe had thought the clockſetter had plaied 
the knaue, the day came no faſter fozwardes, but ſixe a clocke being 
once ſ{roken, recouered comfozt to both parties: and Siluio haſte- 
ning himlelfe to the pallace of Iulina, where by her he was friendly 
welcomed, and a ſumptuous ſupper being made —— W 
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8 firedhim therefoze, that hee woulde take a bed in her houſe foz that 
night, and bꝛinging him vp into a faire chamber that was very rich- 


ly furniſhed, ſhe found ſuch meanes, that when all the reſt of her 
bouſhold ſeruants were a bed and quiet, (he came her ſelfe ta beare 
Siluio company, where concluding vpon cõditions that were in que⸗ 
ſfion betweene them, they paſſed the night with ſuch top and conten- 
tation, as might in that conuenient time be wiſhed fo2,but onely that 
Iulina, feeding too much of ſome one diſh aboue the reſt, receiued a 

ſurfet, whereof ſhe could not be cured in foꝛty weekes after, a natu⸗ 
rall inclination in all women which are ſubiect to longing, and want 
the reaſon to bſe a moderation in their diet: but the moꝛning appꝛo⸗ 
ching, Iulina tooke her leaue, and conueyed her ſelfe into her owne 
chamber, and when it was faire day light, Siluio making himſelfe 


; readie, departed likewiſe about his affaires in the towne , debating 
with himlelfe how things had happened, being wel aſſured that Iu- 


lina had miſtaken him, and therefoze fo2 feare of further euilles, de⸗ 
fermined to come no mo2e there, but tooke his tournep towardes o- 
ther places in the parts of Grecia, to ſee if he coulde learne any ti⸗ 
dings of his ſiſter Silla. 1 

The duke Apollonius hauing made a long ſute, and neuer a whit 
the neerer of his purpoſe, came to Iulina to craue her direct anſwer, 


either to accept ot him, and of ſuch conditions, as he p2offered vnto 


her, oꝛ elſe to giue him his laſt farewell. 
Iulina, as pou haue heard, had taken an earneſt peny ok another, 


whom ſhe had thought had beene Siluio the dukes man, was at a 


routrouerlie in her ſelle what ſhe might do, one while ſhee thought, 
leeing her occaſion ſerued ſo fit, to craue the dukes good wil, fo2 the 


| marrying ok his man, then againe, ſhee coulde not tell what diſplea- - 


ſure the duke woulde conceiue, in that ſhee ſhould ſeeme to pꝛeferre 
his man befoe himlelfe, did thinke it therefoꝛe beſt to conceale the 
matter, till ſhe might ſpeake with Siluio , tovſe his opinion howe 
theſe matters ſhould be handled, and hereuponreſoluing her ſelke, 
FF ä Sic 
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Orr duke, koꝛ that from this time fozwards Jam no longer of 


my lelfe, heuing giuen ny ful power and authozitte ouer to another, 


whoſe wife J now remaine by faithfull vow and pꝛomile: and albeit 


E 


2 


. 
= 
Fo 5 


J knowe the woꝛlo wil wonder when they ſhall vnderffand the kond⸗ 5 
nefte ol my choice, yet J truſt you your ſelfe wil nothing diſlike with 
me, ſith J have meant no other thing, than the ſatillying or mine 


owp? contentation and liking, 


The duke hearing theſe wozds anſwered: Madam, I muſt then 
content my ſeife, although againſt my will, hauing the lawe nyour þ 


owne handes, to like of whom you lit, and to make choice where 1; 


pieaſcth you, 


Iulina giuing the duke great thankes, that woulde content him⸗ f 
felfe with ſuch patience , deſired him likewiſe, to giue his free ton⸗ 


ſent and good will ta the party whome ſhee had choſen to be her hul⸗ 


band, 


Nay ſurely madam (quoth the duke) J will neuer giue mp con⸗ | 


ſent that any other man ſhall enioy you than my ſelfe, J haue mads | 


too great accompt of you, than ſo lightly to paſſe you away with my 
good will: but ſeeing it lieth not in me to let vou, hauing (as ou 
tap) made your owne choice, ſo from hence foꝛwardes J leaue ycu 
to your owne liking, alwayes wiſhmg you well, and thus will take 
my leatte, i 

The duke departed towardes his owne houſe bery ſozrowfull, 
that Iulina had thus ſeruedhim, but inthe ſpace that the duke had 
remained in the houſe of lulina , ſome of his ſeruants fell into talke 
and conference with the ſeruants of Iulina, where debating between 
them, of the likelihoode of the marriage betweene the duke and the 
lady, one of the ſeruants of Iulina ſabe, that he neuer ſawe his ladie 
and miffreſle vie ſo good countenance to the duke himlelfe , as ſhee 
had done to Siluio his man, and beganne to repoꝛt with what fami⸗ 
liaritte and curteſte ſhe had receiued him, and feaſted him, and lod: 
ged him, and that in his opinion Siluio was like to ſpeede befoꝛe the 
duke, oꝛ any other that were ſuters. 


and Silla. 


xeon, where he was kept pꝛiſoner in a pittfull plight, 
Pooze Siluio hauing got intelligence by ſome ok his kellowes. 
= what was the cauſe that the duke his maſter did beare ſuch diſplea- 
ſure vnto him, deuiſed all the meanes he could, as well by meditati⸗ 
on by his fellowes, as otherwiſe by petitions, and ſupplication to the 
2 duke, that he would ſuſpend his iudgement, till perfect pzoofe were 
had inthe matter, and then if any manner of thing did fall out againſt 
him, whereby che duke had caule to lake any greefe, hee would con- 
Lv 3 feſſehimſelfe wooꝛchy not onely of tinp2iſonment „but alſo of moſt 
vile and ſhamefull death: with theſe petitions hee dayly plied the 
I duke, butallinvaine, fo2 the duke thought hee had made ſo good 
*l pꝛoole, that he was thꝛoughly confirmed in his opinion againſt his 
Iman. 
. But the ladie Iulina, wondering what made Siluio that he was 
ſo ſlacke in his viſitation, and why he ablented himſelke ſo long from 
her pꝛeſence, beganne to thinke that all was not well, but in the end, 
perceiuing no decoction ot her foꝛmer ſurfet , receiued as vou haue 
heard, and finding in her ſelfe an vnwoonted ſwelling in her bellx, aſ- 
ſuring her lelfe to be with childe, tearing to become quite bankerout 
of her honour, did thinke it moꝛe than tyme to ſeeke out a father, and 
made ſuch ſecret ſearch and diligent enquiry, that ſhee learned the 
tructhhowe Siluio was kept in pꝛiſon by the duke his maſter, and 
minding to finde a pꝛeſent remedy, as well fo2 the loue ſhee bare to 
Siluio, as fo2 the maintenance of her credite and eſtimation, ſhe ſpee⸗ 
dur haſted to the pallace ofthe duke, vnto whom ſhe ſayd as follow- 


Sirvuke, it may be that your wil thinke my comming to your 
houfke mthis dont, doch lamething paſſe. the limites of modeſty, the 
ee which J pꝛoteſt befoꝛe Gap pꝛoceeden of this veſire, that the wozly 
ni⸗ſhould know howe iultly J ſecke meanes to maintaine my honour, 
d: but to the ende J ſcemenot tedious with pꝛolixity of woꝛdes, no2 to 
he ple other than direct citcumftances, knowe fir, that the loue J beare 
vnto my onely beloued Siluio, whome J doe eſtceme moꝛe than all 

a: 8 the iewelles in the woꝛlde, » whoſe: perſonage I regarve nie than 
my owue life, is the unly cauſe of my attempten tourney, beſeeching 
vou chat al the whole diſpleaſure, which Jvnverſtand you haue con⸗ 
— againſt him, may be imputed to my charge, and that it would 
leaſe yqu lain y to drale with him, whom a my ſelle Fane cho⸗ 


ſnravetn the ſatiffactionpſwinehonett liking, than fo2 1255 
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weheminences oz henourable dignities looked after by ambicious 


mindes. 


to be ſent foꝛ, and to be bzought befoze him, to whom he ſayd: Mad it 


not been ſufficient foz thee, when J had repoſed my lelke in thy fide: 
litie, and the truſtineſſe of thy ſeruice , that thou ſhouldeſt lo traite⸗ 
roully deale with me, but ſince that time haſt not ſpared ſill to abuſe 


me with ſo many foꝛgeries, and periured pꝛoteſtations, not onely 


hatcfullvnto me, whoſe ſimplicitie thou thinkeſft to be ſuch, that by | 


The duke hauing heard this diſcourſe, cauſed Siluio preſently Þ 
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the plot of thy pleaſant tongue, thou mouldeſt make me beleue ama- if 
nifeſt vntruth, but moſt abhominable be thy doinges in the pꝛeſente 
and ſight of God, that haſt not ſpared to blaſpheme his holy name, 
by calling him to be a witneſſe to maintaine thy leaſings, and ſo de- 
teſtably wouldeſt fozlweare thy ſelle, in a matter that is ſo openly | 


znowen, 


Pooze S. luio whole innocencie was ſuch, that he mighttawfully- | 


ſweare, ſeeing Iulina to be there in place, anſwered thus. 


Moſt noble duke, well vnderſtanding your conceiued griefe, moſt 


humbly J beſeech you patiently to heare my excuſe, not minding 
thereby to aggrauate oꝛ heape vp your wzathand diſpleaſure, pꝛo⸗ 


teſting befoze Gad, that there is nothing in the woꝛlde, which Jre- | 


gard ſo much, oꝛ doe effceme ſo deare, as pour good grace and fa- 


uour, but deſirous that your Grace ſhould know my innocencie, and 
to cleare my ſelte of ſuch impoſittons, wherewith Jknowe Jam 


mꝛongfully accuſed, which as J vnderſtand ſhould be in the pꝛacti⸗ 
ſing ol the lady Iulina, who ſtandeth heere in place, whoſe acquit⸗ 


tance fo2 my better diſcharge, now I moſt humbly craue, pꝛoteſting 


befoze the almighty God, that neither in thought, wozd, no2 deede, 


I haue not otherwiſe vſed my ſelfe , then according tothe bond and 
dutie of a ſeruaunt, that is both willing and deſtrous to further his 
maiſters ſutes, which if J haue ocherwiſe ſaid than that is true, vou 
madame lulina, who can very well deſide the depthes of all this | 


doubt, I mult humbly beſeech vou ta certifie ætroth, if ] haue in a- 
uy thing muſſaid, ozhaneocherwile ſynken chan is right and iuſt. 
lulina hauing he ard this viſcourſe whichSiluio had made, pertei⸗ 


uing that he ſiood in great ame of the dukes. vifpleaſure , anſwered | 


thus : Thinke not my Si luio, that my comming hither is to accuſe 
vou of any milde mennour tuwardes your maiſter, ſo I doe not den, 


, 


imploied, 


es me vou haue been | 
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employed, vou haue vſed the office of a faichfull and truſty meflen- 
ger, neyther am J aſhamed to confeſle , that the firſt day that mine 
eyes did behold the ſingular behauiour, the notable curteſie, and o⸗ 
ther innumerable gifts wherewich mp Siluio is endned, but that be- 
pond all meaſure my heart was ſo inflamed, that impoſſible it was 
fo2 me, to quench the feruent loue, o2 extinguiſh the leaſt part of my 
concepued toꝛment, befoze J had bewꝛayed the ſame vnto him, and 
of my owne motion. craued his pꝛomiſed faith and lopalty of marri⸗ 
age, and now is the time to manifeſt the ſame vnto the wozld, which 
hath beene done befoze God, and betweene our lelues, knowing that 
it is not needefull to keepe ſecret that, which is neither euil done,no2 
hurtfull.to auy perſon, therefoze.(as J ſaid befoꝛe)Siluio is mp hul⸗ 
band by plighted faith, whome J hope to.obtapne without offence oꝛ 
diſpleaſure of any one, truſting that there is no man that will ſo far 
foꝛget himſelf, as to reſtraine that which God hath left at liberty foꝛ 
euery wight, o2 that vail ſeeke by cruelty, to fo2ce Ladies to marry 
otherwiſe than accoꝛding to their owne liking, Feare not then my 
Siluio tokeepe your faith and promiſe which you haue made vnto 
me:and as foꝛ the reſf, I doubt not but things will ſo fall out as you 
ſhall haue no manner of cauſe to complayne... 

Siluio amazed to heare theſe woꝛds, foꝛ that Iulina by her ſpcech 
ſeemed to confirme that which hee moſt of all deſired to be quit ok, 
{aide ; Who woulde haue thought that a lady of ſo great honour and 
reputation would her ſelfe be the Embaſſadour of a thing ſo pꝛeiudi⸗ 
ctall, and vncomely foꝛ her eſtate: what plighted pꝛomiles be theſe 
which be ſpoken of: altogither ignoꝛant vnto me, which if it bee o- 
therwiſe than J haue ſayd, you ſacred gods conſume me ſtrait with 
flaſhing flames of fire, But what woꝛdes might J vleto giue cre- 
dite to the trueth and innocency of my cauſe : Ah Madam lulina, J 
deſire no other teſtimony, than your owne honeſly and vertue, chink⸗ 
ing that you wil not ſo much blemiſh the bzightneſle of your honour, . 
knowing that a woman is 02 ſhoulde be, the image of curteſie, con- 
tinency and ſhamefaſtneſſe, from the which ſo ſoone as ſhe ſtoupeth, 
and leaueth the office of her duety and modeſty , beſides the degra- 
duation of her honour, ſhe thꝛuſteth herſelfe into the pit of perpetuall 
infamy, and as I cannot thinke you would ſo farre foꝛget your ſelf, 
by the refuſall of a noble duke, to dimme the light of your renowne 
and glozy, which hitherto you haue maintained amongſt che beſt and 


nolettlavies, by fucha one an A hin um felt to be, bo fre 
A woꝛthy 
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wozthy your degree and calling, ſo moſthumbly J beſeech von ta 
confeile a troth, whereto tendeth thoſe vowes & pꝛomiſes you ſpeake 
of: which ſpeeches be ſo obſcure vnto me, as J know not fo2 mp life 
bow J might vnderſtand them. 


Julina ſomething nipped with theſe ſpeeches laide, and what is 


the matter that nowe you make ſo little account of your Iulina, that 
being my huſband indeede, haue the face to denie me, to whom thou 
art contracted by ſo many ſolemne othes: what art thou aſhamed to 
haue me to thy wile: howe much rather oughteſt thou to be aſhamed 
to bꝛeake thy pꝛomiled faith , and to haue veſpiſed the holy & dꝛead⸗ 
full name of God : but that time conftraineth mee to lay open that 


which ſhame rather willeth J ſhould diſſemble and keepe ſecret, be. 


hold me heere then Siluio whome thou haſt gotten with childe, wha 


if thou be of ſuch honeſtie, as J truſt foꝛ all this I ſhall finde, then 


the thing is done without pꝛeiudice, oꝛ anie hurt to my conſcience, 
tonſidering that by the pꝛokeſſed faith thou diddeſt account me fox 
thy wife, and J receiued thee foꝛ my ſpoufe and lopall huſband, 
wearing by the almightie God, chat no other than youhaue made 
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the conqueſt aud triumph of my chaſtitie , whereof J craue no other 7 


witnes than your ſclfe, and mine owne conſcience, 

J pay vou gentlemomen was not this a foule ouerſight of Tuli- 
na, that moulde ſo pꝛeciſely ſweare ſo great an oath , that ſhee was 
gotten with childe by one that was altogecher vnkurniſhed with im⸗ 


plements foꝛ ſuch a turne. Foꝛ Gods loue take beede, and let this 
be an example to you when you be with childe, how you ſweare who [+ 
is the father, befoze you haue had good p2oofe and knowledge of te 
partie, toꝛ men be ſo ſubtili and full of feight , that Gov knoweth a 


woman may quickely be deceiued. 


But nowe to returne to our Siluio, who hearing an othe ſwozne | = 


ſo dininely that he had rotten a woman with chtlde , was like to be⸗ 


lecue that it had bene true in very derde, but remembying his owne 


impediment, thought it impoſſible that he ſhuld commit ſuch an act, 


and theretoꝛe halle in a chale he ſatd ; What law is able to reſtraine 


the foolilh indilcretion of a woman, chat peeldeth her ſelfe to her own 
deſires; what ſhame is able to bꝛidle oꝛ wichdꝛaw her from her mind 
82 madneſſe* oz with what ſnaffle is it-poſſible to holde her backe 
from the execution ot her filthines ? 'But what abomination is this? 
that a lavie ol luch a houſe ſyould ſo fo2 get the greatnes ol her eſtate, 
the aliance Bhereof the is delernded the nobilitie of her — hul⸗ 
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band, and maketh no conſcience to ſhame and ſlaunder her ſcife, with 
ſuch a one as J am, being ſo farre vniit and vnſeemely fo2 her de⸗ 
gree, but hom hozrible is it to heare the name of God ſo detaced, that 


we make no moe account, but ſoꝛ the maintenance of our milchicks, 
= we ;feare no whit at all to foʒſweare his haly name, as though hee 
pere not in al his dealings molt righteous, true and wit, and wil not 
only lay open our leaſings ta the woꝛld, but will likewiſe puntſh the 
ſane wich malt ſharpe and bitter ſcourges. 
Aulina not able to indure him to pꝛoceede auy further in his ſcr- 
mon, was already ſurpꝛiſed with a vehement griete,begaue bitter⸗ 
Ip tatrie out vttexing theſe ſpeeches following; Alas, is it poſlible 
that che ſoueraigne iuſtice of God can abide anulchtefe ſo great and 


curſed, why may J not nowe ſuffer death, rather than the mfamie 


| which J lee to wander befoze mine eyes: O happy, and moze than 


right happy had J beene , if inconſtant foztune had not deuiſed this 


 kreaſouwherei J am ſurpziſed and caught, ain I thus become ta 


be intangled wich ſnares, and in the handes of hun, who iniayiug 
the ſpoyles of mp honour, wül openly deyꝛiue mee of mp kame, by 
making mee a common fable to all poſteritie in time to come: Ah 
traitour and diſcourteous wietclz, is this the recompence of the ho- 
neſt and firme amitie which J haue bozne thee': wherein haue J de- 
ſerued this diſcourteſie : By louing thee moze than thou arte able ta 
deſerue, Is it J (arrant theefe) is it I, bpon vihome thou thinkeſt 
to woꝛke thy miſchiefes : doeſt thou thinke me no better wooꝛth but 
that thou mayeſt pꝛodigally waſte my honour at thy pleaſure, diddeſt 
thou dare to aduenture vpon me, hauing thy conſcience wounded 
with ſo deadly a treaſon:ah vnhappy and abaue al other moſt vnhap⸗ 
py that haue moſt charily pꝛeſerued mine honour, and now am made 
a pꝛe to fatiffp ayongmans luſt, that hach coueted nothing but the 
ſpoile of my challitie and good name. 

Derewithall the teares guſhed downe her cheekes, that ſhe was 
not able to open hir mouth to vie any further ſpeech, The duke wha 
ſtoode by all this while, and heard this whole diſcourſe was wonder⸗ 
fully moued with compaſſion towards luſina, knowing; that from 
her infancie the had euer ſo honourably vſed her ſtlfe, that there was 
no man able to detect her of any mildemeanoꝛ, atherwile than beſee⸗ 
med a lady of her eſtate, whercfoze being fully reſolued that Siluio 
his man had committed this villany againſt her, in a great furie 
dꝛawing his rapier he ſaid vnto Siluio: — 
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Of Apollonius 

How canft chou (arrant theefe) ſhew thy lſelfe lo crtiel and care⸗ 
{eſſe to ſuch as do thee honoꝛ, haſt thou ſo litle regard of ſuch a noble 
lady as humbleth herſelle to Tuch a billaine as thou art, who, with⸗ 
out any reſpect either of her renowne o2 noble eſtate, canſt be content 
to ſeeke the wꝛacke and veter ruine ol her honour, but frame thy ſelfe 
to make ſuch ſatilfaction as thee requireth, although J knowe vn⸗ 
woꝛthy wietch, that thou art not able to make her the leaſt part of a: 
mends, oꝛ J ſweare by God, that thou ſhalt not eſcape the death 
which J will miniſter vnto hee with mp owne hands, and theretoze 
aduile thee well what thou doeſt. 

Siluio hauing heard this ſharp ſentence, fell da wne on his knees 
befoze the duke crauing fox merey, deſiring that he might be ſuffered 
to ſpeake with the lady Iulina apart, pꝛomiſing to ſatilfie her _ 
ding to her owne contentation. 

Mell (quoth the duke) I take thy woꝛd, and therewithall J ad- 
wiſe thee that thou perfozme thy pzomiſe, oz otherwiſe J pzoteſt be⸗ 
foze God, J will make thee ſuch an example to the woꝛlde, that all 
3 ſhall tremble fo feare howe they doe ſeeke the diſhonouring 
ok ladies. 

But nowe Iulina had conceiued ſo great greeke againſt Siluio, 
that there was much adoe to perlſwade her to talke with him: but re⸗ 
membztug her owne caſe, deſirous to heare what excite hee coulde 
make, in the end ſhe agreed, and being bzought into a place ſeueral⸗ 
10 by themlelus, Siluio beganne with a piteous voyce to lay as fo⸗ 

ow 

I knowe not madam, of whom J might make complaint, whe⸗ 
ther of pou, oꝛ of my ſelte, o2 rather ot foꝛtune, which hath conduc⸗ 
ted and bꝛought vs boch into ſo great aduerſitie, J ſee that you re⸗ 
ceiue great wꝛong, and J am condemned againſt all right, vou in 
perill to abide the bꝛute of ſpitefull tongues, and J in danger to loſe 
that J moſt deſire: and although J could alleadge many reaſons to 
p2ooue my layings true, yet J referre my ſelfe to the experience and 
bounty of your minde. And herewithal looſing his garments down e 
to his ſtomacke , aud ſhewed Iulina his bꝛeaſtes and pꝛety teates, 
ſurmounting farre the whiteneſfe of ſnowe it felfe, ſaying: Loe 


Madam, beholde heere the partie whome you haue challenged to be 
the father ok your childe, ſee, J am the daughter of a noble Duke, 


who onely foꝛ the loue of him, whome you ſo lightly haue Haben 


off, haue fozlaken mp father, abandoned my countrey, and in 
manner 
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mamer as vou ſee am become a ſeruingman, ſatiffyingmy ſelfe, 
but with the onely ſight of Apollonius, and nowe madame, if 


: mp paſſion were not vehement, and my toꝛmentes without compa- 


riſon, I would wiſhe that my famed griefes might be laughed to 


ftoꝛne, and my diſſembled paines to be rewatded with floutes. But 


my lone being pure, my trauell continuall, and my grieles endleſle, 
I truſt madame vou will not onely excuſe me of crime, but alſo pity 


my diltreſle, the which J pꝛoteſt J would ſtil haue kept ſecret, i my 


foꝛtune would ſo haue permitted. 
Iulina did nowe thinke her ſelfe to be in woꝛſe caſe than euer ſhee 


was befoze, foꝛ now ſhee knew not whom to challenge to be the fa- 


father ol her child: wherefoze, when ſhe had told the duke the verie 


certainty of the diſcourſe which Siluio had made vnto her, ſhe depar⸗ 

ted to her owne houſe, with ſuch griefe and ſoꝛrow, that ſhe purpa⸗ 
ſed neuer to come out of her owne dozes agate aliue, to be a wonder 
and mocking ſtocke to the wozld, 


But the duke moꝛe amazed, to heare this ſtraunge diſcourſe of 


: Siluio came vnto him, whom when he had viewed with better con: 
7 ſideration, perceiued indeed that it was Silla the daughter of duke 
Pontus, and einbꝛaſing her in his armes, he ſaid, 


Oh the bꝛaunch of all vertue, and the floure of courteſie it ſelfe: 


pardon me J beſeech you of all ſuch diſcourteſies, as J haue igno- 
rantly committed towardes you: deſiring you that without farther 


{ memozysf auntient griefes, you will accept ot me. who is mozeiop- 


| full and better contented with your pꝛeſente, than if the whole wozld 


were at my commandement. TUhere hath there euer been kound any 
ſuch liberalitie in a louer, which hauing been trained vp and nouri⸗ 
ſhed amongeſt the delicacies and banquets of the Court, atrompa⸗ 

ied with traines of many kaire and noble ladies liuing in pltaſure, 


and in the middeſt ofdelights , would ſo pꝛodigally aduenture your 


elle, neither fearing miſhaps, noꝛ milliking to take ſuch paines, as 
JI knowe you haue not been accuſtomed vnto , O liberalitie neuer 
heard of befoze. O fact that can neuer be ſufficiently rewarded , O 


true L oue moſt pure and vnfained :Herewithall ſending foꝛ the moſt 


apparell, and the marriage day appointed, which was celebꝛated 


with great criumph,thzough the whole citie of Conſtantinople, eue- 


rie one pꝛayſing thenobleneſſe of the duke, but ſo many as did be- 
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hold the excellent beautie of Silla, gaue her the pꝛaiſe aboue all the 


J 3 reſt 


f houſe of lulina, whom they found in her chamber, in greatlamen: |} - 
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Of Apollonius and Silla. 


reſt of che ladies in the treupe. The matter ſeemed ſo wonderfull 
and ſtrange, that the bꝛute was ſpꝛead ihougheut all ihe partes of 
Grecia, unſomuch that it came to the hearing of Silvio, who as you 
hane heard, remained in thole partes to enguire of his liſter, hee be⸗ 

ing the gladdeſt man in the woꝛ ld, haſted to Conſlant i op le, where 5 


ton ming to his liſter he was ioyfully recezued , and moſte louingly 
welcommed, and entertained of the duke his brother in law. Alter 
he had remained there two 02 thꝛee dayes, the duke reuealed bnto | 
Siluio, the whole diſcourſe how it happened betweene his ſiſter and 

the lady lulina, and howe his ſiſter was challenged foꝛ getting a wo. 
man with child: Siluio bluſhing with theſe wozds, was flxiken en F 
great remoꝛſe to make Iulina amenpes , vnderſtanding her tobe a a 
noble ladie, and was left defame to the wozld though his vault, bs. 


the duke being very toyfutll, umme diatly repaired with Siluio to the . 


tation and mourning. To whom the duke ſaid: take courage PMa⸗ 
dame, fo2 behold here a gentleman, that will not flicke , both to fa. 
ther your childe, and to take you foꝛ his wife, no inferiour perſon, 
but the ſon and heire of a noble duke, woꝛthy of your eſtate and dig: | ; 


nitie. 2 
Iulina feeing Siluio in plate, did knowe very well that hee was i 
the fatherof her childe, and was ſo rawſed with toy, that ſhe knew whe 
not whether ſhe were awake, ez in ſome dzeame. Siluio tuibzacing Þ yea! 
her tn his armes, crauing foxcriueneſſe of all that is paſt * concluded ber, 
with her the marriage day, which was p2elently accompliſhed with } von 
great iop, and contentation to all parties: Any thus Siluio ha⸗ of ne 
N | — ney; attained a noble wife , and Silla his ſiſter her deſirey in 
* Ur- , they paſſed the reſidue of their dayes with 
4 ſuch delight, as thoſe that haue actompli. 
2 ſhed the perfection of their 
f kelicities. 
4 FINIS. 
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u Ol Nicander and Lucilla. 


e 
6 4 The Argument of the taird Hiſtoric. 
er Lucilla,ayong maiden, endued with ſingular beautie, for want of 
to 4 conuenient dowrie , was reſtrained from marrying her bels - 
nd ved Nicander, in the end, through the great maynificence of the 
0: courteous yong Prince Don Hercules, the onely ſon and heire 
< of Alfonſo,Auke of Ferrara,ſhe was relieued with the ſumme of 
4 2000. Crownetithe which money being receiued by the father of 
a Nicander, the marriage was performed, to the great contenta- 


tion of the noble yong Prince, but eſpecially to the two yon 2 lo- 
ners, Nicander, and Lucilla. 8 t .F 
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5 third duke of Ferrrara gouerned that ſkate , there 
was in the city of Ferrara, a gentle yong gentle- 
woman, named Lucilla, boꝛne of a noble Family, 
but by the frowardneſſe of blind Foꝛtune, reduced 
| to greater pouerty , than her vertues did deſerue: 
whole beauty appeared to be ſuch, in the pꝛime and floure of her 
ng Þ yeares, as it filled with maruell, all thoſe that caſt their eyes vppan 
ed her. Ok this Gentlewomen was feruently enamoured, a gallant 
th | vong Gentleman, whole name was Nicandler, and in like ſoꝛt boꝛn 
„bk noble bloud: and deſired nothing moꝛe, than to be ioyned with her 
in Matrimony. But ſhe being as it is ſaid, pooze though ok noble 
parentage, and indued with ſingular bertues: The Father ef the 
pong gentleman diſdained her, who (foꝛ the moſt part, wee ſee olde 
men naturally enclined to couetiſe) regarding rather the wealth that 
their daughters in law, are to lying into their families , than ei⸗ 

her birth, vertue, oz gifts ol the mind, could in no wile be perſwa⸗ 
dedoꝛ intreated to content his ſonne in that behalfe, ann to ſuffer 
him to enioy his Loue, by taking her to wife: alledging that the 
frirſt thing that was to be conſidered in marriage, was the downie, 
and the woman. Foz that the vertues ofthe women doe not enrich 

| the houſes where in they came (ſaid he) but the qualitie of gooves 

)£ |} and wealth, that they dzought with them. We 


beets >, 


| Of Nicander. ' 
The couetous diſpoſition of the father of Nicander, was caule |. 


that theſe two poong folke languiſhed in miſerable loue: Fo2 al- 
though their flames were of equall fozce and heate, pet the poong 
gentlewoman being of a very honeſt mind, noꝛ the vong gentleman, 
neuer thinking vpon any other meanes than honeſtly to enioy his de⸗ 
ſire, without touch oz bꝛeach of her honoꝛ: and the obſtinate wilful- 
neſle of the old man being caſt, as a bar oꝛ a block, between the vmtie 
and conco2d of their two minds:they liued in great toꝛment ech cõſu⸗ 
ming, and as it were melting away with deſire, loꝛ loue of ech other. 
Ahileſt their mutuall loue continued in this ſoꝛt ech day, with leſſfe 
hope than other, thꝛough the obſtinacie of the old carle, it happened 
that Don Hercules the dukes onely ſonne and heire, being then in 


the freſheſt time of his pouth, paſſing by the ſtreete where this gen⸗ 


tlewoman dwelt, ſaw her ſtanding in her dooze, apparelled in white, 
which kinde of attire encreaſed greatly her naturall beautie . And 
conſidering ſomewhat curiouſly, the comelineſſe and excellencie of i 
her perſonage, togither with her perfection of beautie, hee reteiued 
with ſuch foꝛce into his imagination, the firſt impꝛeſſion of them 


both, that from thence foꝛward, her liuely Jmage ſecmed continu⸗ 


reer 


ally to be beloꝛe his eyes: by the conſideration whereof he grewe by 


degrees, to conceiue ſo vehement a deſire, to entoy the ſingularitie 


which he ſaw in her, that hee thought it mmpollible fo2 him to liue, 


if he did not attaine it. 
And oft times diſcourſing to himſelfe thereof, hee would ſay, 
what iniury hath Foꝛtune done vnto this faire gentlewoman, that 


as Nature hath been liberal, in beſtowing ofbeautie vpon her, meet 
fo2 any great o ꝛinces, thee hath not likewiſe cauſed her to be boꝛne 
of ſome king oꝛ mightie ꝛince which if Fe were, J woulde neuer 
ceaſe, till J had found the meanes to get her to be my wife, and ſo 
enioy her as mine owne, with the ſafetie of her honour, and with 


the ſatiſtaction and contentment ol my father. 


But in the end, although he ſaw her degree, to be farre vnequall 
to his, to with, oꝛ to pꝛocure any ſuch match: Yet teaſed he not by 
all the meanes he could to win her good will, and now by one deuiſe, 
and nowe by another, to induce her to loue him, and to yeeld to his 
feruent deſire : but all in vaine. Foꝛ where many others woulde 
haue taken it, toꝛ a great good foxtune , that ſuch a Pꝛince ſhoulde 


haue fallen in loue with them: Lucilla conſidering the baſeneſſe of 
her degree, in reſpect of the higheſt eſtate of her new louer, reputed it 


and -Lucilla,- 


to be a great mihap buto her, as ſhe that conſidered that ſhee coulde 
not nouriſh oꝛ entertaine any ſuch loue, but with the harme and pꝛe⸗ 
iudice of her honour , Beſides chat, ſhee feared leaſt that Nicander 
ſhould once perteiue that this pong Nꝛince hunted after that haunt, 
he would foꝛ ſake her foꝛ feare of farther diſpleaſure, wherefoze to a- 
uoid both inconuenienees, whereas till then, ſhe was waont to ſhew 
her ſelke ſometime at the doze, ſometime at the windowes, ſhe now 
retyꝛed her ſelfe in ſuch ſoꝛt, that ſhe could neuer be ſeene but on the 
Sundates and holydaies, as ſhe went to a litle Church neere adioy⸗ 
ning to the houſe. TTiherefoze Nicander not a little maruelling, and 
greatly troubled in ſpirite, fearing that Lucilla (watering as wo 
men vle to doe) had foꝛſaken him, and turned her aftection elſwhere: 
as one full of ielouſie and griefe, fo fault of hetter comfo)t,he would 
watch his times, and follow her to that Church: there to feede his 
fancie with a looke oz two, which vet amid his miſerie, he ſeemed to 
eſteeme as a reliefe, without the which he cauld not liue. Finally, 
not being able to endure thole toꝛmentes, that this abſence and 
ſtrangeneſſe of his ladie cauled him to feele: hee ſent vnto her a con: 
uentent meſſenger with a letter, conteiuing this effect, 


The bird which long hath lined in pleaſcent field, 
Eſtcemes no whit his cage of wregthed gold: 
The dulced note, whereWith he pierſt the che, 
For griefe of minde, he cannot then vnfolde, 
Yet liues heſtill, but better were to die, 
More Worſe than death, enen-ſuch a life haue J. 


The Turtle true, of bis deceaſedinates 
Bewailes the want, he reakes no more of bliſfe: 
The ſwelling Swanne, doth hardly brooke the place; 
When he has beſt beloued bird doth miſſe : 
Such is my toy, Nicander needs muſt die, 


Lucilla doth his wonted preſence flie. 


How can I liue, that doubledeath poſſeſſe, 
' How ſhould I toy, thatdrenchedam in thrall: 
What foode may feede, or beare 4 pleaſant taſte, - 
Whereas the heart lie bathed ſtill in Gall, 
If rhisbe life then lifebe farre from me, 
e 
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Of Nicanderun“ 
And belton Death, to ſet Nicander H . 055, 
What cauſe my dexre hath thy Nicander wrought, -. 
That makes thee ſhun,in whom thou ſhouldſtdelight: 
What mones thy mind, to mue thee vp ſo cloſe, | 
And keepe thee from tiny beſt beloued ſight. 
Tf I offended haue, then charge me when and how, 
Nicander ſhall him cleare; or to thy mercie ow, 


If no offence, bur fond concett hath taken hold. 
Condemne him not, that ſhews his guiltleſſe hands 
N. ho hitherto hath ntuer meant the thing, fe. 
That iuſtly might, a galnſt your honour ſtands ©: 
If guiltie I _ no other grace, 
Gine doome of death, and doe my ſute deface, 
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T ſay no more, bat as I do deſerue, e 
Soſhew the fruit, of my deſerned hire: 
Seeme not ſo ſtrange, vnto thy Faithfull friend, 
Whoſe abſence ſets, my ſcorching heart on fire, 
But as my loue to thee, no tongue can tell, 
Eſtecme the li x of me, and ſo farewell, | 
Thine one Nicander. 


The pong Eentlewoman who had fixed all her thoughtes, and 
ſctled all the contentments ok her heart, onely vpon Nicander, nep- 
ther deſiring any thing in the woꝛld, ſa much as to pleaſe and con- 
tent hum: felt an intollerable perplertcie of minde, in that ſhe ſawe 
him greeue thus, at her late ſfrangeneſle, and yet thought it better 
that he ſhould complaine than come by auy knowledge of loue, that 
Don Hercules did beare her, wherfoze hiding him krom the matter, 
teplied in this ſozt. 29 _ RR» 
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No abſence by conſent, 


Mp deam Nicander T: . , Foc, 
MHuue rü ght n to mee, rs init: 
4; CIR 


Ne ſhall Flinetoloathe;. - 

Ns hat may content thy minde: 
H ap l fe or. deat by as;teele, 

Thou ſratt:kagiila finde. 


Thy eares(hall neuer heares. 
Nor eyes ſhall neuer ſee: 


| Thatanywithtſhall reape the fruits 


mM hiali planted was far thee, 


Then frame thy ſelfe my deare, 
Zo take againſt thy will: 

Our abſence in good part tilltine, 
May better hap fulfill. 


And therewithall receiue, 
755i pledge to cure thy paine: 
My heart is thine: preſerue it well, 
Tillwe two meete againe. 


Euer thine Lucilla. 


This ſweete anſwere mittigated not a little, the moode of the 
pong gentleman, and ſo he framed himſelfe the beſt he could, to tol⸗ 
lerate the abſence ot his Lucilla. On the other ſide Don Hercules, 
who in like maner found himſelfe depꝛiued of the ſight of the voong 
lady, whom he loued extreamly, was very much diſtontented, e per⸗ 
cetuing that neither meſlages, noꝛ faire offers, with large giftes ſent 
bnto her, whereof neuer any were accepted, could once mooue her to 
ſpew her ſelf courteoua vnto him, ol ſo much as alooke;Aud conſide-- 
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ring the pouerty, wherein 9 7c yeeres, 
began to imagine that it Wottlo be much exſier fox him, by offering 
her liberally wherewithall to marrie her vaughter, to perſwavde her 

to yeeld her into his handes, than to winne the yoong gentlewoman 
to his deſire, 2 | 

Aherefoꝛe hauing ſent a fit perſon to Lucillas Mother, to let 

her vnderſtand, ther i he would be content, that the yaong Pꝛince 

might entop her daughter, hee would giue her ſuch a dowꝛie in re⸗ 

compence ok his plealure that no gentleman of what degree ſoeuer, 

ſhould foꝛ her pouertie refuſe to take her to wife : whereas if he re- 

fuſed that good offer, hee ſhouttbrhereby be confiratned thꝛough ne⸗ 

collitie, either to beſtow her vppon ſome artificer oꝛ craſtſman, oz if 

ſhe would needes marrie her to a gentleman, Hee muſt giue her to 

ſome ſuch as was ſo pooꝛe, as that ſhee ſhould liue all the dayes of 
her life in want and miſery, the which in effect would be nothing els 
but to be cruell towardes her owne daughter, in barring that good 
hap which he did offer, beſides the fauour that hee ſhotild be able to 
ſhew in furthering her marriage, to boch their endieſle comtoꝛtes. 
The mother being often ſollicited, and ſummoned to this effect,and 
on the one ſide puniſhed with pouerty, and on the other charged with 
peares , both which pꝛeſſed her very muche, after divers diſcourſes 
made to # fro with herletfe,laftly the ſaw, And whereto ought J to 
haue regard, but to the wealth  pzofite of my daughter, which both 
the ſhall reape abundantly, if by the giuing of herſelfe vnto this yong 
pꝛince, he doth beſtow vpon her chat do wꝛy which hee hath pꝛomſed. 
And although in doing thereof there be ſome touch and ſpot tomy 
daughters honour c mine, vet ſhall it be ſo recompeuced with the be⸗ 
nefit of her dowʒp, that the pꝛolit wil be greater than the harme, And 
if therein be any offence, the blame thereof is not to be imputed vnto 

me, but vnto my euil foꝛtune, that hath bꝛought me into this milera⸗ 


ble neceſſity. Beſides that, my daughter being now already 18 peerg 
of age, + of moſt ſingular beauty, and my ſelf already fo ald, þ from 
dap to dap, I may looke to go to my graue, I might happen to die, 


leaue her without any gouernment oꝛ ouerſight, and ſhe ſrirred with 


thoſe appetites, wherto pong folks are enciin ed, chꝛough the frailtie 
of her ſexe, and che pouertie wherein J thall lenue her, be bꝛought 
to peeldher ſelfe into the hands of ſome ſuch one, as would not haue 
due regard vnto her calling, but bzing her unto the ſpople , And 
after theſe and ſich lecke diſcourſes, um times had 3 
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and Lucilla. 
finally, ſbe ſent him wozd,that if it wold pleaſe him, ſhe would glad- 
ly ſpeake with him her ſelfe : which he hauing vnderſtood, cauſed hir 
to ber nought one euening into a plate where they two alone might 
talke, and therehamng giuen her opoꝛtunity to ſay what ſhe would, 
= thus ſhebeganne, 
DQSir, the weapons wherewith neceſſity # my pouerty haue aſſaul⸗ 
ted me, haue bin ſo ſharpe and ſo piercing, that although J haue in⸗ 
deuoured all the wayes J could deuiſe to reſiſt aud defend my ſelfe 
| from them, vet in the end J haue bin foꝛced to peelde as vanquiſhed 
and ouercome, and conſtrained to doe that wich my daughter, as to 
thinke of it only J amiſs abaſhed, that J dare not fo2 ſhame lift vp 
mine eyes to behold vou. But foꝛaſmuch as no other thing hath per⸗ 


T ſwaded me thereunto, but the deſtre which J haue to get her a dow- 
= ry, wherewich J may afterward beſtow her honeſtly, J beſeech vou 


to be content to extend your liberality in ſuch loꝛt, as ſhe may haue 
that large downy which it hath pleaſed you to pꝛomiſe me. 
Thereof J aſſure you. (ſapd the pꝛince) and larger than hath bin 
ſpoken af to vou beſides: and alſo J will miniſter ſuch reliefe vnto 
| pon fo2 vour owne ſtate, that you ſhall haue care to giue me thanks 
| forthe ſame, Thenrepliedthe olde gentlewoman and ſaid: Since 
chat pou perceiue (fir) that no deſire to make merchandize of my 
daughter, but extreme pouerty, whereunto mp froward foꝛtune hath 
| bzought me, doch vdꝛiue me to this exigent, J doe likewiſe beleech 
vou that you will come vnto my daughter, at ſuch time as J ſhal de⸗ 
ute moſt conuenient, with as much regard vnto her credite as may 
be pollchle. J will therein be wholy ruled by you (anlwered the yong 
| Tu aud looke in what ſoꝛt you will appoint me to come, fo ſhall 
It be. Y 
| The firſt ching then ſir (quoth ſhe)that J thinke requiſit,is,that 
you come alone without any company, when J ſhall aſſigne you the 
time, fo that the thing reft ſecret betweene you c me, and my daugh⸗ 
ter, and no occaſionbe giuen to publiſh it, whereby mp daughter 
might looſe her good name. 
This curteous vong pꝛince was therewithall well content, and 
that being concluded and agreed vpon, the ſaid further, J know (fir) 
che houeſty of my daughter to be ſuch, that if J ſhould open my lips 
vnto her of any ſuch matter, ſhe would not onely reiect any perlwa⸗ 
ſion that I might vſe vnto her, but alſo rid her ſelfe out of my houſe. 


And cherefoꝛe left that chould happen, -_ to the ende that you — 
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haue your deſire, and ſhe haue a vow2y, wherewith ſhe may be mar⸗ 
rid, if not with all the honour that the ſtate and calling wherein ſhe 
was boꝛne doeth require, pet wich the leaſt harme that may ke pol⸗ 
ſible, ſince my hard happe is ſuch, and that my pouerty doeth ſo 
confirame mee, J haue determined to doe heerein as you ſhall. 
heare, | 
My daughter vſeth to lie in a lowe chamber neere vnto the ſtreete 
dooze of my houſe, in the which chamber J my elfe in like ſoꝛte am 


wont to lie, whenſoeuer we two remaine alone in the houſe,as alten 


tunes we doe: and commonly J riling eareln in the mozning about 
ſuch buſint lle as J haue, doe leaue my daughter in bed, where the. 
{cepeth ſometimes two houres oꝛ thee after that J am gone. To 
moꝛrewe moꝛning therefoze will J riſe and leaue her alone in that 
chamber. and will ſet open the ſtreete dooꝛe, ſo as you ſhal not neede 
but to puſh at it, and the chamber dooꝛe likewiſe. You ſhall come ve⸗ 
ry early as we haue concluded all alone, and entring into the cham⸗ 
ber, there ſhall you finde my daughter, and abide with her as long 
as it ail pleaſe pour ſelfe. But J do ance againe (ſir) beſeech vou, 


as J haue done befoze, that the matter may paſſe ſecret, and not bee 


imparted to any other than to vs thꝛee, to the ende that where J ſuf- 
fer my ſelfe to be led thꝛough neceſſitie to doe that which J doe, and 


wich an intent to place my daughter in marriage, by the mean of that 


dowꝛy which you vo giue her, the caſe being knewen, wee reape not 
cternall ſhame and infamie. e | 

At this deutce the yong pꝛinte pauſcd a while, thinking it ſtrange 
that he ſhoulde go to a pong matd, that not onely was vnwilling, but 


alſo not ſo much as made pꝛiuy of his comming, did what he coulde 


to refuſe that meane, and to pet lwade the mother to deuiſe ſome bet 
ter. Budat the laſt ſeeing none other tould be found mote fit foz the 
purpole, being pꝛicked foꝛ ward with the vehemency of that appetite, 
which loue had ſl irred vp in him, conſideringhimſelfe to be a pꝛince, 
and a gallant yong gentleman, and that he ſhould be alone with his 
love , thought that it ſhoulde not be hard foꝛ hum to wüme her to his 
will: and ſa content to doe as the olde gentlewoman had deuiſed. 
And being parted each from other, he began to attend the comming 
of the next mozning and al that night, which ſeemed longer vnto him 
than a whole yeare, hee lay with his thoughts and imaginations in 
che armes of his Lucilla. As ſoone as the day began to peepe, Don 
Hercules all alone as he had pꝛomiſed to the mother, went — 
Ulle. 
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houſe ot his lady, and finding the dooꝛes open accopdtag to pothiſe, 
entred into the chamber wherein Luc rita lab, and hauing barred the 
dooze, appꝛoched neere the bed wherein the lay. 

It was in the moneth of July, which ſeaſon in that countrey is 
extreame hot: by reaſon whereof Lucilla tumbling from one fide of 
the bed vnto the other, had rolled off all the clothes wherewith ſhee 
h bin couered, ſo as ſhe had left her ieife all naked, and in that ſoꝛt 
he found her, with coꝛraltes about her necke and her armes, which 
wich the difference of their ruddie colour did ſet out and beautifie 
greatly the excellent faireneſie of her white body. She lay aſlcepe 
vpon her back with her hands caſt ouer her head (as foꝛ the molt part 
pong women are wont tu do:) ſo that toꝛth with the vong pꝛince dil⸗ 
couered her from top to toe: and conſidering with a greedy eie al hir 
whole body, not only he comm@ded her to himfclfe ſo naked, as hee 
had done whileft ſhe was apparelled, but alſo did fo ſingularly well 
like hir in that ſlate, that he thought he ſaw rather ſome diuine thing, 
oꝛ ſome goddeſſe come dovme from heauen, to heape him with hap- 
pmes, than a moꝛtall creature: and beganne to allow and commend 
his owne iudgement, in chat he had placed his lone vpon fo excellent 
and rare a peece. And therewith bowing downe himſelle to giue hir 
à kiſſe, and ſo to awake her. Behold ſhe opened her eies, which right 
well reſembled two faire ſhining ſtarres. And where ſhe was vſed to 
ſee none other body in that chamber but hir mother when ſhe waked, 
now ſeeing this vong pꝛince ſtanding thus ouer her, and ſinding her 
ſelfe in that ſoꝛt all naked, ſhe gaue a great ſkrich, and laide. 

Dult alas fir (foꝛ ſhe knew him ſtraitway) what euill hap hath 

huaught you hither at this tune :: And in ſo ſaying as one wonderkul⸗ 
ly aſhamed to be ſeene in that plight, ſhe wꝛapped about her one of 
the ſheets. and beganne with a loude voyce to call her mother, 

But perceining that her mother would not heare, and that ſhee 
called in vame, ſhe beganne to unagine that ſhe was conſenting onto 
his comming thither, and lamenting with teares that trickled downe 
her cheekes, like dꝛops of dew hanging vpon roſes, in a Maie moꝛ⸗ 
ning ſhe laid: Alas nowe J ſee my mother alſo hath betrapedmee, 
CUbich thing the yong pꝛince vnderffanding, ſaid vuto her, Trauvle 
not pour ſelfe, noꝛ grieue not (faire damſell) at my caunning hither, 
but rather reioyce, that yaur ſingular beantie hath fo inflamed 
me, as one in a manner foꝛgetting my eilate, haue beene contented 
to come hicher all alone, as a Pzjuate man fo2 to entzy your-com- 

P. Aup 55 


Of Nicander 


pany , if it will pleaſe you to accept my good will, which though a 3 


thouſand other dames of this city do wiſh, and would be glad of, yet 
haue J dcemed none of them woꝛthy thereof but your ſelfe, And ſee- 
ing your mother, who hath that power ouer pou, that in reaſon ſhee 
cught to haue ouer hir child, and knoweth beſt what is foz-your good 
and conmiodity, doth conſent hereunto: pou (in my iudgement) are 


not but to ſhewe your ſelfe in like ſoꝛt content, Foz in giuing your. | 


ſelfe to me, vou do nat abaſe oz caſt your ſelfe away vpon any vile 
perſon, but ſhewe your ſelfe courteous vnto a pꝛince, whome pour 
beauty hath made thꝛall: and in whome pou ſhall finde nothing but 
gratetull curteſie to pour benefit and ſatiſfaction. 


And with theſe and other like woꝛdes ſketched fooꝛth his hand 
toward her bꝛeaſts, that were like two little balles of puoꝛie, and 


dꝛawing neere her to kilſe her, ſhe wich her hand thꝛuſting him mo⸗ 
deſtly backe, ſaid thus: 


Sir J be leech vou by the pꝛintely nobility that is in vou, and bß 
that loue which you ſay you beare me, that it will pleaſe you, not to 


foꝛce me, oꝛ to ſeeke at my hands any thing againſt my wil: and that 


ſince my mother, who ought to haue bin the chieke defender of mine 


honeſiy,hath abandoned and foꝛſaken me, you will yet of pour curte- 
lie vouchlafe to giue me the hearing of a few woꝛds, which the ſpect- 
all care J haue of mine honour doch foꝛce me to expꝛeſſe. The cur- 
teous yong p2iace at this requeſt, ſtaied himlelfe from pꝛoceeding a 


ny further: and not being deſirous to haue her, but with her owne 
good will, ſtoode ſtill to heare what it was that Lucilla woulde ſaie 


vnto him: yet euer hoping, with faire meanes to win her at the laſt, 


And che weeping very tenderly beganne to ſay vnto him in this ſoꝛt: 
Jam very ſoꝛie (moſt noble pꝛince quoth ſhe) that foꝛtune hath 


bin ſo much mine enemie, that the hath made me a woman, farre vn- 


woꝛthy and vnmeete foꝛ pou : foꝛ that you being ſo great a pꝛince as 
you are, and I ſo meane a gentlewoman: J ſee ſo great a ſpace and 
diſtance between your high eſtate, and my low degree, that between 
bs there can be no pꝛopoꝛtion oz conuenient equality. Fo2 the which 


cauſe (fir) I couſidering mine owne eſtate, and not minding to er- 


ceede my calling, haue a good while ſince choſen Nicander to be mp 
louer, who in reſpect ot his bloud, though hee be richer than J, is no 
whit moze nobly boꝛne than my ſelfe am. By reaſon of which con⸗ 
foꝛmity ofbloud and birth, our lone is likewiſe growen to be equall, 
and equali che delire in vs both, he to haue me to his wife, and = 
ue 
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haue him koꝛ my huſbaud. But the cduetouiſneſſe (let it bs 1; 
faz me to ſay ſo) of his father is ſuch, that although he knoweth mat 
to be a gentiewoman bozae ,- yet betauſe I am notiuſ time walth as 
to hʒing him fa great a domm, as his riches perchance xequis,: hee 
defpiſech me, and wibnot yteln hy any perſwaſion his good l and 
conſent, that we may marchtogither attoꝛding to our deſiro, Me 
uerchlefle ( fir) I confiveringhow fertentlp this yong gentleman 
loueth me, and that alteavy we are in mum vnited and knit together, 
wich confeur, faith and laue, doe yet belerue aſſiiredly, that Bon at 
his ſpeciall goodnefſe and fanour, will gratint vs his aſſured grace, 
that we map one vay be idynen tagither in the holy ſtate of matrima;· 
ny. Which thing ik it ſhoulde happen aud come to paffe, I not ha- 
utag any thing els tu bꝛing with me fo2 my dennis hut my virginicy; 
am determined and: fully refolued (by Govshelpe): to qius it bnto 
him as pure ann vnſputt sd as I bꝛoght it ſuom my mothots womb 
And it my vnhappy channce and foꝛtune be ſuch; that J can not 
haue Nicarider wmp huſ band, J haue concluded with my ſelfe (by 
the grace of Gov ) neuer to couple my fetfe tn any man lum: bis to 
giue and vow mo wholy vnto alnughty Bod, and in his ſeruice to 
ſpend m -vayes a virgiue, in continuall faſting and pꝛayer. There. 
fe ( mob excellent pꝛinte) it honeſty, if iuſtice, if reltgton hnur thut 
pomer atm force iu pour noble minde, which in reaſon they ounhe to 
haue, J do beſeech vou, and fo2 that loues ſake that you ſay yotr bear 

me, that you will pꝛeſerue ann keepe vnſtained mp honeſty, and that 
— o you withthe ſound diſcourſe ot reſon, to temper that 
feruent appetite which hath bzonght you hither; tothe pꝛeiudice and 
breach of mphonefty'anvcredicec- Jn doing whereof vou ſhall ſhewe 
yourfelfe to be, indeede:thatnoble pꝛince that the highneſſe of your 
birth andbloud doth pꝛanuſe you ſhould be, whereas if you ſhoulde 
foꝛte and biolateme a birgine, and aweake! maiden without defence, 
there could theceof enſur naught ets to me but diſhonoꝛ anvrepzoch, 
and withall mall pꝛaiſe would it be vuto:your excellency ,- when it 
ſhall be ſaide that you had auertome a ſimple dainſell, And here be: 
ing interrupted with ſobs and teares exceeding foꝛ the griefe of her 
minde, caſting de ane her eyes fo: ſhame and ſoxrowe ,. ſhe held her 
peace, attending what her hap and the govdneffeiof the p2ince ſhould 
—— of her, in whoſe curteſie ſhe had repoſed all her hope and con⸗ 

ce. 
This poong pꝛince vnderſfanding = honeſt deſire of Teil: | 
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being mooued-with the magnanimitie ol his noble minde, though he he 
were pꝛicked thichthe hirpen dart of he binde boyes quiuer, and 


his veſito;yer couquering himlelle withrealorghe turned al the loue 
which erſt he bare vnto this vong lady into compaſſion of her eſtate, 
and thus he ſayd vito her. The vertue and honeſty of thy mind faire 
damſell du require; chat J ſhould make no leſſe account of thine ho⸗ 
noir then if J were come hither to no other intent, than to defend ic 
agatuſt any other that ſhould goe abuut to ſtatne oꝛ ſpot it. There⸗ 
fonte not unely thou needeſtnot to feare any violence at my hands, but 
Aſo mapeſt hope that I will not faile to further this thy chaſte pur⸗ 
pole, ſo that thou mapeft enioy that yong gentleman which thou haſt 
choſen foꝛ thy huſhand, with all the honaur and fatiſfaction that ap⸗ 
pertaineth to che honeſty of thy mind. And therefoze, ſie noching 


elſe doth let cheefrom the getting ot him but the pouerty ol thy ſtate, | 
whereunto thy froward foꝛtune hath vnwoꝛth:ty bꝛaught thee, J wil | 


my ſelfe ſupply in that behalle, that wherein the hath tailed, and coz⸗ 
rect wich my uberalitie, che iniurie that the hath done thee, And ha⸗ 
uing ſo laid, he himſelfe opened the vdoꝛe and called her mother, who 
had gotten her ſeife into a chamber, and there ſate bewatling the mi⸗ 
ſery af her ſtate, wherein ſhe had bin dꝛiuen in ſuch ſoꝛt to pꝛepare a 
dowꝛie foꝛ her daughter. 

She being come, he ſayd vnto her, Gentlewoman, if erft I came 
hither as a loner vnto your daughter, nowe J will depart and leaue 
ber as if J were her bꝛocher. leauing her honour no lelle ſafe and vn- 
touched than J found it, fo2 ſo deſerueth her vertue that J ſhoulde 
deale wich her. And foꝛaſmuch as J perceiue ſhee is in loue with a 
vong gentleman whome J well knowe, and is ( in my opinion) bery 
woꝛthy of it, and that he in like ſoꝛt is in loue with her, and that one- 
ly the want of a reaſonable dovnie is the cauſe that ſhee can not be⸗ 
come his wite as ſpe delireths J am content to beſfowe vpon her foꝛ 
her contentment , that ſumme fo2 her dowꝛy which J had purpoſed 
to haue giuen her in recompenſe of my contentation, to the ende that 
this her honeſt deſire may haue that effect, which is moſt conuenient 
to ſo great and well grounded an affection , and that her great hone⸗ 
{ty aud vertue do deſerue. Therefoze ſend you this day vnto my trea⸗ 
ſurer, and he ſhal foꝛthwith diſburle vnto you two thouſand pounds, 
which ſhalbe the dowꝛy of this your gentle and honeſt dau . 

nd 


frſtpraiſev her greatlp tohimſefe fo the chaſtneſſe ofher mind nd 


chat his arvent appetite did mailt ſtirre him to the accomplithment of 
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and Lucilla. 
And turning himſelle te ward the yoong gentlewoman, he ſaive 
vnto her. And as foꝛ vnu faire damſell (quoth he) I traue nothing 
elſe now at your hands, but that you keep this faith of yours, where⸗ 
with you are linked vnto pour loner inuiglate and vnſpottep, euen as 
J do leaue vou imtiolate and unſpetted in your mathers hands. Vom 
great the ioy of your mother was, when ſhe ſawe che honeſix ol her 
daughter (as it were) reſauedout of this yong pꝛinces hands, by the 
foce of ber ume vertue, may better he imagined than exmeſted wich 
woꝛds. But abone all ioyes, the foy of Luc1ila exceeded all other: 
when he underſtoode thatthough the magugicgyce and liberality 
=_ noble yong p2ince ,, $2 was to haue her Neander for her hulz 
and. 1 21 r e 
And turning her eyes full of modellie towards him, ſhe ſaid; J 
rould not ( fir) haue had any moꝛe tertaine and intallible token of 
your loue toward me; than that which nowe of your great courteſie 
t bounty you haue ſhewed me, wi ich J acknowledge to he ſo great, 
chat J am bound to peeſde pour excellencie moſt humble and inſimit 
thanks, But fozalmuch as woꝛdes do faile me wherewith J might 
do it, I muſt beſeech vou, that it may reſt in pour diſcreete indge⸗ 
ment, ta canſider hom much J canfe ſle my ſelfe to be pour neter, 
when woꝛus do faile me, ta yeeld you at the leaft thanks fox ſo great 
à benefit. This anely will J ſap vnto your Brace, that the remem⸗ 
HNance ot ſu nable an art ſhall neuer weare out ot my mind: and that 
J will ſo long as J ive pꝛay vnto almighty God, ſa to pꝛeſerue and 
maintaive pour noble perſan, as vou of pour goodueſle haue ſaued 
mine honeſiy: and ſa ta grñunt vou the accompliſhment of all your 
deſires, as you haue offered me to make mee cantent of mine, by 
hauing my Nicanderitghe mychuſband: bnto whome, as well be- 
cauſe I haue euer bene ſo diſpoſed, as fo2 that it hach pleaſed pour 
excellencie to commaund me, J will alwayes keepe ſound and Þn- 
ſtained that kau, which thꝛough pour courteſie ſhal ioyne mne to hum 
in marriage. 5 
The damlell ſeemed vnto the pꝛince at that inſtant to be in a ma⸗ 
ner greater than ſhe was indeed, when ſhe once ſtoode aſſured of the 
ſafegard ofher honeſty : and delighting no leſſe in the excellencie of 
her mind, than he had befoze done in the beauty ol he. body. he depar-- 
ted from her. e | 
And hauing cauſed the two thouland pourdez to be parc bn⸗ 
ta her mother as he had p:ouiled ; he wen! vnta the duke his laber, 


do as the duke would haue him, and the next day thꝛough the libe⸗ 


of his youth, x in the heat ol his amozous flames, had a pong gentle- 


Of Nicander 


and told him al that has palled betweene Lucilla dfimebentiner | 4 
whereof liked ſo well the — chat he concluded with himſcife, that | 4 


all che vertues that euer has bin befo2e that time in his P20genitozs, þ 5 
woum be molt excefenclyiopned in kim. | 
This yong requlted his facher to lend foꝛ Nicauders fa: 1 
cher, and to pe we bim co agree ehen his ſome might match wich | 
—— fince chat ſhe was pꝛouided and furniſhed with ſo reaſona- 
e a dow: 


old man to any ſuth matter, it might have ſtirren ſome ſu ſpitiun in 
his head, why che pnice Thoud. lo d. The dike after ſome famili⸗ 
ar ſpeeches of courſe and curteſie , tolde him hee mas delirous chat 
his ſonne Nicander ſhould take Lucillato be his wife, who as well | 
foꝛ her birth, as fox che rare gilts of her minde ( as he had learned) 


lwered, that alchogh 
of, and were very well boꝛne, vet har ſhe not any dowꝛy tonuenient 


o agreeable to his wealth, whereby ſhe might delerue to be match- 
ed with his ſonne. Yes Mary ſaid che duke, foꝛ J my ſelfe, becauſe 
J would not haue ſo great vertue as is in her to be oppꝛelled bp fox: 
tunes ſpite , hane beſtowed vpon her two chouland pounds to ferue' 
The old man hearing of ſuch a ſumme, was very well content to 


rality of the pꝛince the marriage was c and knit vp, which 
had ſo long bin delayed and hindered by the coitetsulneſſe 11 the olde 
man, and the pouerty of Lucilla, wich che iulinite ioy and content⸗ 


ment ofthe two vong leuers, who hav long wiſhed aud deſired that | | 


happy day. 
Mhat vertue, oꝛ what continence of Aleuaider mel Scipio 


may be compared to this: Scipio aoſtained from che vong gentle⸗ 
woman which was pꝛeiented vnto him in Spaine : Alexander from 


Darius his daughter. But it was very eaſie fo2 either ot them ſo to 
do, as well becauſe they were in the fury of warre , and the foundes 


of dꝛums and trumpets : as foꝛ that thoſe women wete ofa ſtrange 
nation, and enemies vnto them, and neuer befoꝛe that time ſeene of 
any of them, nuich leſſe deſired. Uheras this yong pꝛince, doho euen 
bathing as it were in bliſſe, liuing at his eaſe © pleaſure, che floure 


woman 


which thing the duke dis wich a very good wil, fo2 that | 
he kuewe that if his ſonne ſhould haue taken in hand to perſwade the — 


was wozthp tobe wife to any great loꝛd. The olde gentleman an- || 
che had thole vertues aud gikts which he ſpake | 
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and Pucilla. 


woman af a rare beautie, unt ok frange Nation, iy any otherwiſe to 


af be hated, but extreamiy blaue, in his handa, and voluntartly ycel- 


7 ded, and commutted vnto him by her owne mother: and yet not only 
tempered himſelfe and refrained to defile her chaſt and honeſt body, 


ka⸗ but alſo beſtowed liberally her dowꝛy vpon her, to the end another 


; 
mr 


* 32 might emioy her and be her huſband , whom ſhee had choſen to louc 
and like of: did without all queſtion farre exceede all humaine cour⸗ 
teſie, in ſo noble and vertuous an act. MAhereby he made apparant, 

that although hee were pꝛicked foꝛ ward with the ſharpe ſpurres of 


loue, and his ſenſuall appetite, yet was be of that highneſſe ok cou⸗ 


rage, and at᷑ that conſtantie of minde, that he was able not onely to 
conquer bemſelfe, but alſo to ſubdue the fozces of loue, where vnto 


both moꝛtal mens valour voth.commonlp peeld, and the very power 
of the Gods themlelues (if we ſhall belee ue the fables of the aunci⸗ 
ent whiters) hath ſhewevit ſelfe oftentimes inferiour, 

And thus che honeſt damſell Lucilla , by the meanes ofher cha⸗ 
ſtitie, the vertue and excellencie whereof, did winne and maiſter the 
heart ol that vong pꝛince, much moꝛe than the perfection of her bo⸗ 
dily beautie had done beloꝛe, obtained the thing ſhe moſt deſired and 
ioyedin, which was to haue Nicander to her huſband, With whom 


thee lived euer after in great contentment and happineſſe: ſtiff 


nouriſhing with kinde and louing demeanour ech to other, that fer⸗ 
uent affection, which from their firſt acquaintance, had taken full 
poſſeſſion of both their liberties, 
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Of Fineo and Fiamma. 


The Argument of the fourth Hiſtorie. 


The hard aduentures of Fineo, with his beloned Fiamma, who af- 
ter ſundrie conflicts af Fortune, were in the end ſold as ſtanes fs 


— 


Of Finca 


the king of Tuniſe, who ſecing thein perfeci lone, cauſed them to 
be married. and after honouring them with ſundry preſents ſent 
them home to Sauona, where by their parents and friendes, they 
were ioyfully recerued. | 


NN Genoua, one of the faireſt and moſt famous ci- 
ties in Italy, there was ſometime a yong gentle⸗ 
woman of excellent beauty, called Fiamma, that 


JE was in laue with a yong Gentleman of Sauona, | 


(a Citie ſubiect vnto the ſtate of Genoua, and di⸗ 
ſlant from thence about thirtie miles) whole 
name was Fineo, and their loue being mutuall, and tending to no o⸗ 


ther end, than to be linked and io yned togither by marriage, they 


would not long haue ſtayed to bꝛing their honeſt deſires to a good 
end and concluſion, had not the father of the gentlewoman refuſed 
his conſent, and ſht wed himſelfe contrary to this their loue and good 
will. Foꝛ he miſlicking with the match, either koꝛ that he purpoſed to 
place her better, oꝛ becauſe he would not haue her married to any 
man that ſhould carry her out of Genoua, did oft times chide and 
rep2chend his daughter, fo2 caſting her affection vpon that voong 
Gentleman, that was a ſtranger vnto them, and in effeec but a ſub⸗ 
iect, though he were both ot bloud and riches equalf vntochem. 

But foz all that the father could doe, o2 any other of her friends, 
the fire which loue had kindled in this pong couples bꝛeaſis, ſlaked 
no whit at all, but ſlill increaſed, boch hoving in the end, to win her 
friends good will. and attaine the fruits of their deſired loue. This 
pong damſell had to her bꝛother a ſtout and valiant yong gentleman, 
who being offende d greatly p Fineo ſhuld continue his tone toward 
his ſiſter, and follow che purſuit of that, which he knew well inough,. 
her friends were vnwilling to yeeld bnto + had cauſed him to be ſpo⸗ 
ken vnto, and to be warned that he ſhould deſiſt, and leaue to ſolli⸗ 
cite her: but he top all that ceaſed not, but continued his ſuite: where⸗ 
foꝛe this bꝛother of hers determined, to malte him Laue of, by foꝛce 
and dint of ſwoꝛd. Foꝛ although there were at that time a very 
ſtraight law in the city, that no man ſhould weare his ſwoꝛd, and 
paine of death appointed foꝛ him that ſhould hurt any man with any 
weapon: pet both theſe Gentlemen weare their ſwoꝛds, foꝛ that they 
both had charge of ſouldiers, chat lay then in garriſon fo2 defnce of 
the city. And hauing one day met Finco tithe ſtreete alone, and 1 
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and Fiamma. 


ſelfe being very well accompanied with other gentlemen he began to 
giue him euill language: and being a Gentleman of great courage, 
and though he were a ſtranger there, not being able to endure to be 
iniured in woꝛdes, ſaid to hum boldly and roundly again, that ik they 
two were alone, he durſt not vſe thole ſpeeches vnto him, fox hee 
would well gine him to vnderſtand, that hee was no man to take 
wꝛong at his hands, and that time and occalton would ſerue one day 
(he doubted not) to make hin know, that hee had offended one that 
would beare no coales, CHhereupon his aduerſary hauing dꝛawen 
fko:th his ſwowd, whileſt hee was yet ſpeaking, ranne fiercely vppon 
him, thinkiug to haue ſtrilten him: But Fineo alſo a very luſty gen⸗ 
tleman and quicke of eye, and nimble ol hand, dzew out his woꝛd, 
and not onely warded the blowe of his ennemie, but alſo hurt him, 
though but lightly in the hand. Fo2thwith they that were wich the 
yong; gentlewomans bꝛother, enuironed him, and tooke him pꝛiſo⸗ 
ner, and deljuered him into the handes of the Magiſtrate, oꝛ chiefe 


| officer ofthe Citie. And the penaltte being ſuch, as is befoꝛe mentio⸗ 
ned, fo2 hurting of any man within the City, and he eſpecially a gen⸗ 


tleman, Fi neo was condemned to looſe his head. 
Neuettheleſſe, hee being verie well friended, and ſuppoꝛted by 


man pꝛincipall gentlemen of the Citie, they laboured ſo much fox 
him, that they obtained that he ſhould not be beheaded: but that his 


penaltie ſhould be conuerted vnto another puniſhment, very little 
better if it were no woꝛſe. F oꝛ hauing bound him faſt hand and foot, 
they laied htm in a ſmall boat, and in verie fozmy wether, ſet hun in 
the maine ſea, and there left him to the rule and gouernment of Foꝛ⸗ 


tune, and to the diſpoſition of God, and mercy of the waues and 


windes. The boate was a long while beaten and toſſed by the rage 
and fury of the Seas, and pooꝛe Fineo vnder diuerſe and ſundꝛ ie 
ſtoꝛmes and ſhapes, had befoze his eyes a thouſand times the pꝛe⸗ 
lence of Death, Yet in that fearfull and moꝛtall perill, he ceaſed not 
to call vpon the name of his deare Fiamma, and in that extremitie 
and imminent danger, did hee yet in maner glozifie himſelfe, and 
thmke himſeife happy, v he ſhuld end his life fo2 the loue of his lady. 
TUhiles he was thus toſſed and toꝛmented, ſi ill looking foꝛ none 
other but pꝛeſent death , the tempeſt began to ceaſe, and the ſtoꝛme 
and rage of Seas to be aſſivaged. Then loe hee diſcouered a Fre⸗ 
gate of oozes that went a roauing, & were then new gone.ab2zoav, 
fo ſpie whether the ſtoꝛme which was then paſt, had not 1 
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Of Fineo 


p2eparedfoz them, ſome octaſion of gaine # bootie. Theſe Boozes 
had no ſooner diſcouered this little boat, thus fleeting at all aduen⸗ 5 


tures, but hoping to finde therein ſome pꝛey foꝛ their pzofite, chey 


made toward it: And hauing at the boozding thereof, found Fino 
bound hand and foote, and percetumg by his cauntenance and ap pa- 
rell, that he was no very baſe perſon, they vntied him, and ſet them 
in their Fregate as a flaue to rome, vntill ſuch tune as they ſhould 
determine farther what to doe with hun: who although that ſerui⸗ x 
tude and captiuitie were greeuous vnto him, yet conſidering with 
himſelf, that it was better foꝛ him to be in the power of men, thoaugg 
they were Tnfivels, than in the power of Seas and UWindes: hee 
comfozted himſelfe, that yet ifhelined,hee might ſtil hope though 
the goodneſſe of God, one day to be ſo happy, as to enioy his lad 


and Loue: he framed hunſelfe tobeare with patient minde, that hea 
uy yoke of his captiuitie. 


Fiamma hauing vnderſtoode the vnfoꝛtunate accident happened 
to her Louer, beleeuing certainly that hee was dead, and that ſhe 
ſbould neuer ſee hum againe. Wherefoze ſhe her ſelfe reſoluing that 
ſhe would no longer line, gaue herſelke to deuiſe what kind of death 
the were beit to chuſe, and in doubt therof the paſſed ſome few days, 
diſſembling fill in the houle her ſoꝛrow and griefe, with a merry and 


cheerefull countenance, as though ſhe had cleane foꝛgotten, and not 
once remembꝛed her Louer Fineo, But in the end, after long deba⸗ 


ting with her ſelfe, the reſolued to die the ſame kind of death, and to 


make that end, which ſhe imagined Fineo had done. 

There was another Gentleman of the citie, who was no leſſe en- 
amouredof this Gentlemoman, than Fineo was: who ſuppoling 
chat now ſince the ſaw there was no remedy foꝛ r toreconer hir lo⸗ 
uer, whom both ſhe and all the Citie, accounted certainly to be dead: 


he might perchante by ſute obteine her good will, and ſo pꝛocure her 
to be his wife, wich the conſent o her friends : And cherfoꝛe not long 


after the mifchance of Fineo, he cauſed her father to be dealt withall 


willingly enough to agree thereunto, and hauing queſtioned wich his 
daughter thereupon, and ſtuding her to giue ſober aud obedient an- 
{wer withfew woꝛds, pꝛeſuppoſing that ſhe was willing to doe as 
he would haue her, made pꝛumiſe of her vnto this yong gentleman, 
and agreed vpon the dow2y, and all other circumſtances neceflary, 
ko2 the coupling of two ſuch perlons cogither, 
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and Fiamma. 


The night that went beloꝛe the day appointed ſoꝛ their marriage, 
Fiamma calling vnto her a Mooꝛe, that was laue in her fathers 
houſe, and had the keeping of a ſmall boate of the Gentlemans, 
wherein when hee liſt to diſpozthimlelfe, hee was woont to take the 
ape vpon the ſea, in time of faire wether, and to go to their houſes 
of pleaſure, whereof that coaſt is very plentifull, and them ok ercec- 
ding beautie. CUhich Mooꝛe had liued ſo many yeares in that thꝛal⸗ 
dome, Þ he was now become ſo old as ſhe thought ſhe needed not to 
feare any fozce oꝛ violence at his handes, ſhe began to perſwade him 
to put on a deſir to deliuer himſelfe out of captiuitie, ſo as he might 


¶ Aiue the reſt o his yeares in libertie, and at his eaſe: whereunto fin- 


ding him ready and willing, if the meanes oꝛ occaſion were offered 
him: ſhe gaue him in hand a good round ſunmmne of money, which ſhe 
had layd togither , and made him pꝛomiſe to carrie her into the Sea 
in the boate, whereof hee had the cuſtodie, and afterwardes to doe 
that whatſoeucr it were, that ſhe ſhould command him. 

This wicked and faithleſſe Mooꝛe, ſeeing himlelfe not onely to 
purchaſe his libertie, but alſa make ſo great a gaine of redy mony, 5 
he was not like at any time after to liue in want oꝛ pouertie, was on⸗ 
iy thankfull in his minde toward the poong gentlicwom an, but 
ſtraightway began to purpoſe and to deuiſe, to make a greater gain 
ok her owne perſon, by carrying her vnto the king of Tuniſe, and 
ſelling of her vnto him at a very high pꝛice. And with this ententt- 
on, the miſthteuous knaue aſſured her, that he would do in al points 
as ſhe would haue him. Whercfo2c, when all the reſt of the houſe 
were in their firft ſleepe, the damſell wich this wꝛetched Mooꝛe, 
went out of her farhers houſe, and gat her into the boat, and the wea⸗ 
ther being very faire, the knaue began to rowe, and make ſaile along 
the coaſt toward Ligoꝛno, rom which by bꝛeake of the day they were 
not very karre. When this yoong gentlewoman ſaw that ſhee was 
now ſv far from home that ſhe needed not feare to be dʒiuen backe a- 
gaine to Genoua, ſhe willed che Mooꝛe to rowe to the ſhoze, and to 
Land himſelfe, and then to ſhoue off the boate agame, foꝛ that her 
determination was ſo to die, wallowed vp with the waues of the 
Tea, as the ſuppoſed her Fineo to hatie been. But the wicked knaue 
who had afarther fetch in his head, and thoughts farre differed from 
the Gentlewomans, made her beleeue that they were pet neere vnto 
Senoua, and aduiled her to be content that they might goe ſomwhat- 
Larther, to the end thar her father, ir he — chem, might not o- 
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Of Fineo 


ourrtake them. Neuerthelefſe, ſhe hatung oftentimes bꝛged him 
to doe as ſhe erſt bad him, and hefifl pꝛotracted the time, and ſhif- 
ting her ol with one tale oꝛ another : ſhe beganne to ſuſpect his dꝛitt. 
The moꝛning therefoze being well ſpent , ſhe made as though ſhee 
would haue looked over the boate ſide, into the water, oꝛ haue wa: 
ſhed hir hands in the ſea, and on the ſodaine would haus caſt herlelfe 
ouerbooꝛde. But the crafty Booze ſuſpecting her intent, caught 
Hold of her about the middle, and not onely held her from thꝛowing 
her ſelfe into the ſea, but alſo bound her laſt hand and foot, # wheras 
the ot her courteſte, had both ſet him at liberty, & liberally beſtowed 
gaon ſtoꝛe of wealth vpon him, he as a trechetous Intivell, bereued 
her of her liberty, makmg her an bnfoztunate ſlaue vnder his diſpoſt- 
tian, and being moued with a greedy couetous mind, thought that 
loo litle which ſhe had giuen him, and therekoꝛe determined (as is a- 
fozeſatd) to ſell her perſon, and to encreaſe his goodes by that 
nieaͤnes. 


The veſolute damſell, when ſhe ſaw her ſelfe ſo vſed by that vil- I 
laiue, full ot woe and griefe , ceaſed not to rebuke the vile caitiue, 


that little regarded her ſpceches, the bꝛeach ofyts faith and promiſe, 
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and blaming herſelfe foz truſting of him: and then repented when it 


was too late, that ſhe had not obeyed her father, and followed the 
aduiſe of her friendes, thee beganne to curſe her deſtinie, and 
her cruell Foꝛtune, and to crie out vpon the Meauens, that had 
made her become the vufoꝛtunateſt yoong woman, that euer loued 
man. 

And whileſt ſhe was thus lamenting her hard hap, and the Booze 
as faſt as he could with his Oares, labouring to ſpeed his voiage: 
A litle Foiſt oz Gally of Boozes, that went pꝛolluig vp and downe 
the coaſt, hauing eſpied the ſmall boat, dꝛew neere vnto it, and booꝛ⸗ 
ded it. And hauing found this voong gentlewoman being bound 
therein, they would haue taken her away: but the olde knaue offe- 
ring to reũiſt thent, ann to keepe her out ot their handes, they tooke 
her away from him perfoꝛce, and wounded him verie ſoꝛe. And al⸗ 
ked of her in their language, fremwhence ſhe tame, and what ſhee 
was: but ſhe not vnderſtanding them, could make them no anſwer, 
but onely with teares and weeping, make them to vnderſtand, that 
the was a wofull and vnfoꝛtunate damſell. But the old Mooꝛe fee- 


ling hunſelfe wounded to death befoꝛe he died, told thẽ, both of what 


place and parentage (he was, and layd befoze them by plaine reaſon, 


how 
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and Fiamma. 


how great a booty they might accompt they had made that mozning, 
if they did carry her vnto the king of Tunife (as hee had thought to 
haue done) and ſell her vnto him. Me being dead, they deſpoiled hun, 
and tooke fram him all that, which Fiamma had gtuen, and fo he ha: 
ama thought by trechery, and bꝛeaking of his faith, to make great 
gaine, loft both his life, and all that which he had gotten, of the vn 
adniſed and euill counſelled-poong gentlewoman. And hauing pla⸗ 
ted her in her Foiſt, and comfoted her as well as they coulde, they 
toobe their way ſtraight toward Tuniſe. 

It foꝛtuned that the other Fregate of Mooꝛes, that had found 
and taken Fines (as is already ſaide befoꝛe) mette with this other 
Foilt oz Gallie, wherein Fiamma was, and aſtaulted it, and hauing 
fought togither a good while (fo2 that the other reſiſted, and defen⸗ 
deu themſelues ſtoutly, In fine, the Fregat wherein Fineo was, 
(who in the encounter, and during the fight, had ſhewed great valoꝛ 
among the reſt) ouercame the other, and tooke from them all that 
they had: lo that Fxamma.and Fineo. were both nom togither, in the 
compaſſe of one ſmall veſſell;, And although in that ertremitie of 
both their euil fortunes, it was a great comt̃oꝛt ſoꝛ theſe two ſoucrs 
to ſee one the other, and that both longed and dcſiredextreamely, to 
embrace ech other, and to tell the oue to the other theit accidents, and 
vafoztunate aduentures. Meuertheleſſe Fineo made ſigues to 
Fiamma, that in no wiſeſhe ſhould take knowledge, oꝛ acquaintance 
of him, and accowingly ſhe diſlembled and made no ſhew, but as oue 
had neuer ſeeue him. 
Fineo foꝛ the valour and courage, which hee had ſhewed in the 
battaile, was deliuered ot his chaines, and much made of among the 
Mooꝛes, vntill ſuch tinte as they had tonducted both him and her! as 
they did very ſhoꝛtly after) vnto the king of Tuniſe , TUho hanizc, 
ſeen and conſidered Fineo, and vnderſtood by the H irates, that his 
tomely perſonage was accompanied with great valour, bꝛoughe 
him, and tooke him to his ſeruice, in good place ncere his owne per⸗ 
ſon. And being moued with the beautie of the yoong gentlewoman, 
bargained foꝛ her likewiſe, tox a great ſunmie ot᷑ money, and cauſed 
her to be put in the Cube, which is a place where he keevety his con⸗ 
cubines (as the Turke doth his in his Serraqlio) smong a great 
many of other women, and eſteemed her very much, inz that the 
Rouers (who had learned of thole other that they cuercame ) all 
that which the olde ooze had declared to them, of her calling and 
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Of Fineo 


condition, did affure him that hee was a Gentlewoman, bozne of a 
noble Familie in Genoua, 

Fineo by his ſeruice and diſcreet behauiour, became in ſhoꝛt time 
very deare vnto the king, lo that in leſſe than the ſpace of one whole 
yeare, the king of ſpeciall truſt, gaue him the charge of the gate ol 
the Cube, which office the kings of Tuniſe are neuer woont to giue, 
but vnto ſuch as are in ſingular fauour about them: In the which Fi- 
neo to his great contentment, had the commoditie daylp to ſee his 
Fiamma, and ſhe had no leſſe comfoyt and ſatiſfaction, to behold and 


looke vpon him, which opoꝛtunitie they enioyed, and handler ſo diſ- 


creetly, that they neuer gaue any cauſe of ſuſpition to any perſon, of 
their feruent good will and affection, 

The maner oꝛ cuſtome of the king, was to cauſe his Concubmes 
to come vnto him, and to lie wich them by oꝛder as they had been 
bought, oꝛ come to his handes: by reaſon of which cuſtome, fo2 that 
there were very many bought befoze comming thither of Fiamma, 
there was already a whole yeare and a halfe, well nie paſt after her 
ſale, and yet her turne was not come to be called foꝛ. But remaining 
now but thꝛee others, to be bꝛought vnto the king befoꝛe her. Fineo 
conſidering to his intollerable griefe , that ſhe was ere it were long, 
to be likewiſe called foꝛ, began to be toꝛmented with incredible paſt 
on, and anguiſh of minde: and his woe increaſed ten thouſand fold, 
by feare and imagination which he conceiued, that ſhee being aboue 
all the kinges Concubines karre the faireſt, when he had once en⸗ 
ioyed her, hee woulde take her to be one of his wiues , which 
2 did no whit leſle toꝛment and afflict Fiamma, than it did her 

ouer. | 

Ahileſt both theſe yong Louers liued in this ſozte, there chanced 
to arriue at Tuniſe a ſhip of Sauona, with certaine merchantes of 
that Citie: who ſecing Fineo there, and knowing him, were woon⸗ 
derkully amaruelled finding him aliue, foz that he had been lamented 
at Sauona, of all his friendes foz dead. Finco likewiſe knowing 
thoſe merchants, and hauing authoꝛitie and means to pleaſure them 
in the court, welcomed them, and made much ofthem in friendly 
ſoꝛte: and demaunding of the ſtate and welfare ok his father , and 
bꝛother and other friendes, they certifievhim that they were all well, 
and that when they ſhould vnderſtand that hee was aliue, and in ſo 
good a caſe, they would be very ioylull, and thinke themſelues hap⸗ 


pv, i they might hope to ſee him once come againe, as they doubted 
not 
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not but one day he would and mige. | 

Theſe marchantes hauing viſpatche their buſinefſe, de parted 
thence,andby them Fineo wote letters ta his father, and to his bꝛa⸗ 
ther, certifying them ol his being at Tuniſe, and howe that Fiamma 
was with him, and that he deſtred to deliuer himſelke out of bondage, 
and her with him: which thing he thought he might eaſily bꝛing to 
paſſe, if his bꝛother woulde come thither, and withall deſcribed vaco 
_ aplot, which he had caſt foz the execution of his intent and de⸗ 

e. 

They being returned lale vnto Sauona, deliuered the letters 
bnto the father & bꝛother of Fineo, who with the reſt of his friends, 
and in effect all the whole city, were very glad that his foꝛtune had 
not bin altogether ſo froward toward him, as they had ſuppoſed. 

And his bzother accozding to his inſtructions, pꝛepared a very 
pꝛety Fregate very well appointed and furniſhed with merchandiſe, 
among which there were many trifles and things of pꝛice mecte foz 
ladies and gentlewomen, And being arrived therewith at Tuntſe, 
Fineo hꝛought them vnto the king, whom they pꝛeſented with ſome 
things of ſmall pꝛice which were very gratefull and acceptable vnto 
hun, and among other ſpeeches they ſayd, that they had aboozd ma- 
ny p2ety things foꝛ dames and ladies, which thing the king vnder⸗ 
ſtanding, commaunded Fineo, that the chiefeſt of them might bee 
bzought into the Cube, to ſhew ſuch things as they had vnto his con: 
cubiues : by which occaſion he got that opoꝛtunity which he looked 
fo2, to conferre and deale moze pꝛiuately with them without ſuſpiti: 
on, and to giue the better oꝛder loꝛ the accompliſhment of as much as 
he had deuiſed. 70 | 

Fineo andhis bꝛother therefoze being come into the Cube, ſhewed 
fozth among thoſe women, ſuch wares as they had bꝛought to pleaſe 
their fancies, and gaue vnto them all, ſome one trifle oꝛ another, as 
a gentle pzeſent to the firſt, and che bzother of Finco pꝛeſented Fiam- 
ma among the reſt, with a very faire purſe ; richly embzodered with 
golde and pearle, in the which there was incloled a letter wꝛitten by 
Fineo, by the contents whereof ſbe might vnderſtand moꝛe at large, 
all that which he did wiſh, and would haue her to doe, to make their 
eſcape together, and to rid themſelues out of that thꝛaldom and cap⸗ 
biuity. As ſoone as the two bꝛethꝛen had done that they came foꝛ, 
and were departed, Fiamma by their maner gathering, that the gift 


of that purſe containeo ſome myſtery, withtzew her ſelfe-into a on 
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Of Fineo 
tret place, and hauing opened it, thee found therein the letter, which 
when ſhee had read, ſhee thanked al mighty Bod, that of his good- 
neſſe had ſhewed her the way to deliver her ſelfe out of captiui⸗ 
tie, and from becoming diſhoneſtly the concubme ok an inſidell 


king. 

And when this appointed day foz the perfourming of their pur⸗ 
poſe was come, Fiamma in the night when al was ſilent, and others 
llept, came to a window barred vnth pꝛon, where Fine o and his No⸗ 
ther were attending foꝛ her: who with certaine inſtruments which 
they had bought foꝛ that purpoſe, bꝛake and wꝛelled the grate of the 
windowe, and taking her away with chem, they got her into their 
barke, and hoiſſed ſaile, and directed their courſe with a mery wind 
toward the coalt of Italie, which ſerued them very faire al that nighe 
long, and the molt part of the next day; In the moꝛning Fiamma bc- 


ing miſſed, and Fineo likewife; the king was aduertiled of their ef: 
cape, who perceiuing the merchants to be gone alſo, reſled aſſured 
that it was a ſet match made foꝛ the ſtealßig Fiamma away, And 


being full af rage and diſpite towards them all, cauſed certaine gal- 
lies and other light veſſels to be armed in all haſte, and to be ſent af- 
ter them, giuing ſtrait charge and commiſſion to his captames, that 
eicher they ſhould bying Fineo and the damſell, with the chiefe of the 
merchants aliue vnto him, becauſe he would cauſe them all th2ce to 
be buried aliue: o2 if that they could not get them aliue, they ſhould 
bꝛing their thꝛee heads, foꝛ that he woulde haue them be ſet ouer the 
Cube, foꝛ an example and a terrour to all others. 
But betoꝛe thoſe gallies and other veſſels could be in a readties 
to depart: Foꝛtune not hauing yet her fill of perſecuting and afflic- 
ting theſe two pooꝛe louers, cauſed acontrary winde, with an ex- 


treme ſtoꝛme and tempeſt to arile, by foꝛce wherof the veſſel wherein 


they were, was not without great danger dꝛiuen back again to Tu⸗ 


niſe, wich ſo much griefe and ſoꝛre we of all them that were in it, as 
they may imagine that knowe the crucity and barbarouſneſſe of that 

people. But in che beguming of the ſtoꝛme, the bꝛother of Fineo dil? 
pairing ot his like, as he that was aſſured, either to bee dꝛoumed by 


rage of the winde and ſeas, oz elſe to die in tozment,, if hee returned 


into the hands of thoſe infidels, got himſelfe into his cockeboat, and 
therein hazarded his like: and after muc* ado, and a thouſand perils 


of pꝛeſent death, recoucred the coaſt of Italie at the laſt, and retur⸗ 


ned home to Sauona full of woe and heaup tidings, declaring to his 


father, 
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and Fiamma. 


father. that either the fregate would be loſt, oꝛ elſe dꝛiuen backe a: 
game to Tunile, where he was well allured, that both his bꝛother, 
and the yong damſell his louer ſhoulde be murthered in moſt cruell 
manner. 

At which dolefull newes, the father, as if he had ſecne his ſonne 
lie dead befoze him, beganne to weepe and lament, complaining ot 
his hard deſtiny , that cauſed him to line ſo long, 02 reſerued him to 
ſee thoſe cruell and bitter dayes. 

Fineo ſeeing himſelle bꝛought to ſo hard an exigent, fo2 that their 
veſſell was now dztuen backe neere vnto Tuniſe, and knowing that 
he ſhould feele the {mart of his fault, and the kings anger in ſharpeſt 
manner and ſoꝛt: being determined to lite no longer, and to pꝛeuent 
the cruelty of the king, dꝛew out his lwoꝛd, and would therwich haue 
ſtroken himſelfe to death. But Fiamma catching him by the arme: 
Alas ineo (quoth thee) what ſhall become of mee if you be dead: 
ſhall I remaine behinde to indure the cruell toꝛments that J knowe 


this infidellhathp2epared foꝛ me* Yet rather ſinte death muſt needs 


deliuer vs of our miſfoztunes, befoze you execute vpon your ſelf this 


| pour determination, rid me out ofthe woꝛld, and deliuer me from the 
| paines which already J feele in my imagination, wherewith Jal⸗ 


ſure my ſelfe they wil bꝛing me to a ſhamefull death, And with theſe 
woꝛdes offering her bꝛeaſt vnto him, ſhe requeſted him to ſtrike her 
wich his ſwoꝛd: but Fmeo bade her be of good comtozt, fo2 pour beu⸗ 
tie (nw Fiamma ſaid he) being ſo ſingular as it is, J knowe will 
ſaue you, and therefoꝛe you neede not feare , nom J alone ſhould be 


che man that they woulde plague and toꝛment to death foꝛ vs both, 


and therefoze(my deere) ſuffer me to die beloꝛe, and konten ſelfe 
co liue, and vouch(afe ſometime to remember thy vnloztunate Fines 


n when he is dead. 


; treatie than louing and friendly: Flanmma, nh in that dere F a halfe 


 CUhileſtthey were thus talking and debating, which ould firſt 


, 2 vie, the people which the king had ſent out to appꝛehend them, 


came and boozded their fregate, and tooke them hoͤth, home they 


bound in chaines, andi aught on laid into the pꝛeleuce of the Ring, 
AA ho as ſoone a8 he beheld the beautie of Fiamma, felt his koꝛmer 
wꝛath and crueltie intended to relent, and in much milder manner, 


than the two captines hoped oz looked fo, he ſaid vnt⸗ her: Tel me 
what moued you, I pꝛay vou (faire damſell) t runns away and flie 
from me, at mhoſe hands pou had no cauſe to looke $2 ai other in⸗ 


thad 


Of Fineo 


that he had bin in the Cube, had lerned the language indifferent wel, 
made anſwere vnto him: that no cauſe o2 meaning to flie from him, 
but her earneſt deſire to enioy Fineo, whome ſhe had loued, and cho⸗ 
ſen foꝛ her huſband many ycares befoꝛe, had foꝛced her to doe that 
which the had done: and herewith ſhe told him the beginning of their 


IS 


atquamtance andloue, and hom many perils and dangers they han 


runne thꝛough, till hoping one day to come vnto that happy houre, ji 
wherein their troubles ſhould haue an ende, and that they might be 
honeſtly vnited, and enioy one another. And finally, caſting herſelkfe 


downe at his feete with abundance of teares, ſhe beſought him with 
al humility to pardon her, if ſhe had offended him, and withall to foꝛ⸗ 


cure the accompliſhment of their deſires. 
The teares of Fiamma, and the only nam» of Loue were of ſuch. 
fo2ce and vertue in the heart ol the king, though he were barbarous 


and cruell ot nature, that the ire andhatred which hee had conceiued 


giue Fineo, ſince that long and faithkull loue, had made them to pꝛo⸗ 


againſt thein befoze, was then conuerted and changed into pity, an 


compaſſion of their miſtoꝛtunes: and where beloꝛe he had appointed 
a cruell death to be their puniſhments, he nowe determined to ouer⸗ 
come with his courteſie the frowardneſſe of their peruer ſe foztune, | 


and to make them, after ſo many perilles and dangers contented and 
happy, and to ſee an end at laſt ot᷑ their miſeries, by making them to 
entoy their long hoped foꝛ deſires, TUherefoꝛe, hauing cauſed them 
to be both foxthwith vnbound, he tooke from his o ume finger a mar⸗ 
uailous faire and pꝛetious rubie, and giuing it vnto Fineo, hee ſaide 
vnto him: See your foztune hath beene ſuch, that alter ſo many 
ſtrange aduentures, and thzough ſuch dangers, pou are fallen into 
my hands: J foꝛ my part wil not be he that will extinguiſh oꝛ quench 


the flames of ſo feruent and conſtant laue, oz vnlooſe oz diſſolue the 


bandes, where wich your heartes be bound and knitte togither. And 


therefoze Fineo, J doe not onely pardon you both, but alſo J will 
haue thee,befoze thou depart hence, to wedde this damſell with this 


ring, and to take her fo thy wife, and that ſhe henceforth enioy thee i 


fo2 euer as ahuſband, It is not tobe demaunded whether the two 
louers (who looked fog none other of the kings curteſies than death) 


5 and Eiamma.. 
tation, ol both their hearts and min dez. Aud che king ta hanour their 
1 —.— cauleys us: leaſt to be Nenared, with no le ſſe 
 Þ #hunyanceof all things,: than iche hed marxiem a daugh⸗ 
1 — his owne to ſome great lozd q chiefe man of that countrey, 
r And alter certaine daxes the two —— louers being de- 
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Genoua ta Fammas father ann hzother, eertifping them of allt 

had happened :whothen yerſipaving themſelues, that Gon and na- 


9 — choſe two yongfolkes fo be matched and ioptiedto- 


- Nether inwenlocke, were well contented with; that which they ſawe: 
4vas.Govs will ſhould be. Aud heing gone bath to Hauona, the fa⸗ 
ther enibzaced and actepted Fineo fa his ſanne in lawe, and the o- 


ſter in lame. And the tua yong lonerg line neuer altar in great hap: 
VWineſſe and felititie: giuing by this (ucceſſe of theirhard foztune,, an 


Alures argument, and a notable example whereby ner may learne, 
chat though froward foxtune do fo a while croſſe and moleſt the de⸗ 


© fires andtrauellegof men, vet in the end ſhe can not let, but that ol 


| necellity thole things mut rome to paſle, which God by his diuine 
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may very well permit, and the matter chat J min to write i vpon 
his queſtion : Lrhecher a aum wete better tu be marrien td nile 
harlot, 62 to a fookſh ouerthwart and heawling woman: This nue 
ſtton J knowe-willſecthe: very doutfult bato ſome, and yet in ni 
opinion) very caſie tobe anſwered : ind to ſpe ate my minde wirha 
diſſimulation of hoch woſe euilles, I thinke the firſt wieaff;; and 
therefore is to be choſen. And heerem J could alleadge fo2 m bet 
ter p20ofe an example of che aneient Romans, ho in all their go⸗ 
uernements were moſt wile and politike: mangit whome the infir- 
me withal, becauſe it p2oceeded of the frailty 
ofthe ſteſh, but the courage of the ſecond was euer condemned , e 
that it did abound from a wicked and miſchieuaus minde. And in 
common reaſon, it is no leflenoyſome (oz amantolue accompani⸗ 
ed wich # wife who although the will ſamettme flie put, | 
her, wbereby he ſhall receiue nd ziſtontentehent 
to be a bedlellow with Xantippa a common 
hourely will be checking, taumting und t m, 
chat he ſhall thinke himſelfe moſt bleſſed and happy when he is fur- 
theſt from her company: but &'podgr. better confirmation, J haue 
ſet foo2th this hiſtoꝛie of two bꝛechꝛen, che one of them married to a 
wench, that could ſo cunvmngly behaue her ſelfe towardes him, that 
he had thought ſhe had beleeued chere had beene no other God but 
Himſelfe : and yet by your leaue, ſye would take reaſon when it wag 
proffered her: but what of that; The heart neuer grieues what the 
eyes ſee not. The — marnted to à dame, that from her — 
1 


/ 


2 Line mer lane 


n ehe Kt nf, — 


GQ WW ace MK Q V1 WW WW oo ÞA[0ﬀ_M (e's ee 


n 


F = Fs * 
E 44. 
r ISL 


Wl TROP 11 TT ov os By 1 ON ON I Wwe oe, 


andtheit Winx 
—— 
uer merrpudbyma2 boure, a 
remedy: a bytheveanmeat the w ao ele is cle you Haber 
perceiue, which followorh in this (ont. Obere was-ſometiane, 
Tg fm ene cee ng; a he cu⸗ 
kame ot the place) enioyed: bis father good & po: iter bis 
, wherip he bah able ro line;che pangeſt heb ne ther lands 
na liuings, (ating: that bis father hau OR ie open learning. 
whevelly — — [t manner of compa: 
; Theſe. nn ng wane wearie of 
of —.— abieto ime; longht a wife o Nane mid 
aut anp reſpect exher to hsr condirionsos riches: eee 


nary 


> 


mage 12 wealth; 
um ſajoueribwarts wig henry 


hae 1 a emazs thy 
when. he went to be married, yea, and his owne | 
hace oy DEE ſo greata 


4 7 fee! a 


Of: rwo brethren 


2 " him a large . x0 , - 
— maſter docteꝝ vhs was likewiſe ſkilful enough, could wel 
perceiut wherrtd chole loo dez vid tend t atime being about in 
her company, he faid vnto her as 2 & | 

Nifkre Borte ftherrperience whith 1 baue learned in Phys 
ſickes art might craue etebite, — — 
lecued, e 
chat thall be to poitr bunte behvofe, andchereaſon that maten meta 
enter into this diſcontle;' is che chat take to fee-fopjopera 
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* knewe very well how to whet 
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: to ewf you, deſtring you that you would not be out of che way, 
to helpe me when J haue neede. The yore knew not well hot to 


ABBBE 
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and their wiue © 


; his teethun edge; anſweredbin thus: J percriue maiſter 
are ſomethinppleaſantly — — 


ed, and herenfter when J 
— 2 as you haue ſaide, 


meant 


oken, aa 0:: 
milkres 


vnderſtand theſe woꝛdes, whether they were 
cherwile in dildaine ol his foꝛmer calke,anſwered th 


Doritie . pardon me it my woꝛdes ſeeme any thing offeuſiue vnto 


vou, aſſuring you that in this meane ſpace, that I haue made my 
recdurſe to your huſband, (whoſe health by the fufferanceof God, I 


baue well reſfo;ed) am my ſelfe fallen into a ſeuer ſo extreme, as 


neither Galen, Hypocrates, Auicen . Plinie, noꝝ any ocher that euer 
gane rules of philicke, coulde vet pꝛeſcibe a mevicinefo2 the malla⸗ 
die; 02 diet to ſuppzeſle the humour that feedes it: J ſhall not neede 


tao bſe long circumſfance in the matter, knowing your wiſedome ta 
be ſuch, chat you can well conceine the ſunnne of all my griefe: it is 


pour demi that is like to heede my bane, and hath already wiuen 
meint che greateft deych ol danger, vnleſſe ſome plaintes —.— 
map pꝛeuaile, wag and that vowes | 


doe yas Doritie ſeeing the matter — 
ten out as ſhe looke — well enough howto handle mat- 
— round baryon anten 


— wavy et fed: wich ſuch intiſing and plen 
(ant countenances, that — greathope of:condfory tohix dif 
eaſe; ſhe arifwered thus. 


rt 2 ̃ —— noctor)to bereue 
pour bery friend of his deare & loving wile. hom you canoffer him ſo 
— to wuhom vou are ſo lately lincht in ſo great a 
league of friendſhip , as is betweene my huſband and ydtit ſelfe, I 
tatmot thinke maiſter doctoꝛ, 5 it is good will that hath tauſen you 
to moue this ſute vnta me, but rather to ſee hom J were diſpoſed: 

or peranuenture you bſe theſe woꝛdes loꝛ exerciſe ſake, knowing the 


tabak xon men tobe-fuch, as by pꝛapſing of our beautie, you 


vs into a fooles paradiſe, chat wee will giue credite 
fraightway, þyotutoue vs ta ſbon as vou ſhal but teil us i tale:but 
fo) my part (matfter voctoz) although J want wit to encounter you 
with words, ſo likewiſe J want will to beleeue any thingehat you 
othetwiſe tharwows ofcourfe.; Theſe: 


baut ſatd;epbe 
„ of werte and ſower altert raſter 


Ny docto} 
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ſdmechuig quieredhim with hope: but in Sto fol:i 
low what he had begun he laid. E 2 „hö. 24 OJ 
Sweete muttres, moſt bumbly J veſire you to attempt of me, 
not accowviug eo my deſerts, which as yet are none at alt but acetys 
ding to the —— which hereafter J vow faithfultx to dor 
vnto you: and u the better teſtimonie of my woꝛds which · ( as vou 
ſay) ſeeme to be of ſuch ozdmartie courſe , I deſire: no pcher crevite 
may be gien them; chan ſhal be agreeable to my der vs, when it ſhal 
pleaſe you to commande but alas, ſoꝛ the iniury — ſpake of 
chat J'hould-offer to your huſband; who indeede J make accompe 


to be my verp friend, what is he J pꝛay pou, that is abi to p2eſeribe 


lawes to loue * And as lone is without law, lo is it without reſpect, 


either of friend oꝛ fos, father 02 bꝛother, rich oz pos, 
weake, vertuous oz vitious:theeramples are ſo many ans geiiera 
that J ſhould but waſte the time torepeatthem;But(qifres Done 
tio) I proteſt the bery caule that takothme tu moue ch matter 
to pou, is foꝛ no il wil that I heure to your huſband; butfor tha gol 
will I beare to your ſwect ſelft: pour huſiand as yout 


707 


pour huftand may tube the ffll of 'yisbanquer; , and beglutted wich 
rnoze chayenoagh! Tanger; you miako$1Freat ebf uf Four 
— gvopltking as v y what wites be euer better belo⸗ 


yourh 
{ure you wil ſay haue reaſon-: whatſhouldFlongererouble pon 
then ib rirttumſtantes. -Fknow pou are wiſe; uw n 702 
— —— to your hulband; to pitie 
— — wo 
a Sewerage — SER be theſe nentleperſimaſions 
you. not 
| waer e voce, nuf he ng no octop of uinite;anvthers 


fo;8- 


| Er that laß his-lile Hee wilt not how to workin ther: dur | 
were ite ts d1ine him to viſpuirs'; another while chey 
cee 
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huſband, a9 meappourfeidan: —— when 


ued, o2 moze made of {bands ne dilcrr⸗ 
2 of by their hu , — 


—— — gas — — 
friend than his foe: — — Jam 


e with one mop of mercy;andthe rather 
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cells pou USpdntſAlurst 
this pittifill gettlewoman, ee veſpe 
— fopteue dt nanmmgol her owne Mts 


A andbeſs 


ae 


— 


— — Ihaue committed any offence, 
intyeſe woꝛds which:J haue ſpoken,it is in that I haue taken vpon 
me ta ꝑaiſe pour beauty, and notable to giue it ſuch due commendya- 
tiong, aas A ee it doch delerne, the ſight whereol doch ſo captinate - 
my affections, and hath ſo creeplep all m lentes, chat it hath cauſed 
me in «manner to foꝛget n ſelle: no maruell-then though rity 
taingut doch file, and is nat able to expꝛeſſe the perfection uf you, 
vntumbom wich now of continuallferuice, I fubioitmp dre lung, 
and livertie, if it pleaſe pou to accept tit. 

This gentlewoman, p had yet but one friend totruſt vpon, beſive 
her: hufband;/begantothinke þfoze via noſoze,therfoze detetmi⸗ 
ned not to foꝛſałe his friendly offer: but firſt ſhe demanded ol him of 
his faculty, d what trade of life he vſed:ta whichhe anſwered, chat he 
was agentfeinairappertaining ta che lam. It may well be ſo (qudth 
the) fo I perteine i pout experience, that this is not che ſitſt ea 
that you haue framed. And yet beleeue mel quoth the lawper)J was 
fr j nrmmayt pleadeat Beauties barre : but thump hap 
is ſurh, J-hunibly, holde vp my handes, deſiring to be trier by 
vdur cotirteſte and mine:qvme lopaſtie, irontenting mp! ſelfe to abide 
ns doome and iudgeutent, ag it Hall pleaſyyou codppoynt, ar 
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ech ol them deſirous to haue her ſeuerall tu himſelle, beganne in the 
end to enuaigh the one againſt the other: the doctoꝛ againſt the lau- 
per, and the lawyer againſt the poctoz , anpto tell her ta her face 
what they ſuſpected, the one ag ainſt the other. But miſtres:Doritic | 


pleaſed them ta come; ſhe weloomedthem as themſelues did veſire, 


halt he a thirſt: but — ſhe tontenten thẽ both foꝛ a 
time: but ſhe thought in the end to finda remedie for that miſchiefe. 


from the warres, I gelle about the ſame time, thatking Henry the 
-fift was returned from the winning ol Agincourt fielvzthis fouldiour 


charged with her loue, that but fo feare to haue been marken by the 
 paſſers by, hee would have ſtood fil caſing and 


but learning in the end, chat the was the.miſtres al the houſe, he be: 
- anne to deuiſe hom he might make 0 


Of two brethren 
the 9 b: Wein 
haus conſtituted mo to give ſentenct at nis mt the 
_— a good Juicer, to be parriall 3 his-pwpecanſe; mid there 
tore this is the hope pou ſhall looke for at yhondes, thus thhereat: iN 
ter in your deedes, A ſhall ſce.as plaine pꝛuote ol ꝓerſie good will, 
as your woꝛds by pꝛetente impoꝛt lihelihoo vt ea oi ſhal 
ande me readyta tender ſuch rerumpence, an ſhall fall unt to pour 
owne contentatiau and liking, This comfoztable anſwer. very well 
pleaſed him, aud mithin a verie little ſpace. after, hee ſo hanaled the 
matter, that he entered his attion in her — — what 
.betweene waiſter doctoz on the one ſide, who-mas ſtiltzminiſtring of 
philicke vnto her, ſo lung as there were any duergzen remaining in 
his ſloꝛehouſe, ann the lawyer on the other ſide, he ſufliciently in⸗ 
firucted her with his lam: they vſed ſuch: haũt to this gentlewomans 


company, that the one degan ta grom ſuſpitious on the ather, and 


being verie angry with them both, that would ſo narrawlplaoke in- 
to her domges,' didthinks:it hay; been ſufficient fo: reaſonable.men, 
that ſhee had rectittedthem into her fauour, and as often as it had 


and what tan a man deſire any moze , than todzinke ſo often. as hee 


And chus itfeltout, chata ſouuiour , who was latelpreturned 


Aſap, bꝛauing it out about the fkreers — Citie ( as cõmonl the 
cuſtome of ſouldiours is, ta ſpend moze in a moneth, than they get 
ina peare) as he romed ta and from, and foxcuned to eſpie this bla- 
fing ſtarre looking out at a windowe , was fodainly ſfrooken into a 
maze, to ſre this lampe ol light, than. — id 
d, to ſee the enſignes of his ennemies, and was: ſof:.rreouer- 


and looking vpon her: 


and their wiues. 


ofhis loue, on which he determined to wzice vnto her: but then he 
knew not how to begin his letter, becauſe ſouldiours are berie fel: 
dome accuſfomed to endite,efpecially any of theſe — lines: And 
to ſpeake vnto her, he was likewiſe to learne how to ve his termes, 
neither wilt he how to come into her pzelence i but you ſhall ſee F oz- 
tune fauoured him:foz in an euening as he paſſed though the ſtreet, 
| the was fitting alone in her dooꝛe to take the aire, a comming vn⸗ 
nell to her, not knowing fox his like how to begin his tale. In the end, 
the miſtres ( quoth he) I pꝛay you is your huſband within ? No ſurelp 
hat W fir (quoth ſhee) he is abꝛoad in the towne, but I knowe not where: 
g of And J would gladly haue ſpoken with him ( quoth the ſouldier) ik he 
Im had been within: Beleeue me fir he is not within ( quoth ſhe) but if it 
pleaſe ou to leaut your errand with me, at his connning home J 
will ſhew him your mind. In faith miſtres ( quoth the ſouldiour ) my 
errand is not great, I would but haue craued his helpe in chuſing a 
wife, becauſe I perteiue he hath ſome experience in the kacultie, oz 
| els I thinke he could neuer haue chofen ſo well foꝛ himſelle. Ik your 
errand be no other than this (quoth miſtres Doritic ) yon may at 
vour own leiſure come and doe it your ſelfe: and as fo2 my huſbande 
experience that you ſpeak ot, though peraduenture it be not fitting to 
your fancie, vet J am well aſſured 5ᷣ he hath made his choice of ſuch 
a one, as hehimſelfe very well liketh. J beleeue it well (quoth the 
ſouldio tr) arid if without offence I might ſpeake it, J \wtare fo 
Govhelpe me, J lcke his choice ſo well, that wouldthinke nip 
ſelfe moꝛe chan a thouſand times happy, if I might be his halle 
if my vnwoꝛthine lle deſerued not fo great a poꝛtion, J would wie 
or moe Ie than your ſelfe would willingly beſtow on me, actoꝛdingly 
9454 thill fee me able to deſerue it. Why ſir ( quoch miſtres Dori. 
c) Jvo not vnderſkand whercanto your ſpeeches doth tend, ney⸗ 
ther what part you would haue me to giue you, when F hae altea- 
dre beffowed of my huſband, both my hand, my heart, my minde and 
od will. Alas e ſouldiour)theſe be none of 
ene 7 5 chariot an duerplus which you haue 


oli pon pleaſe to beit iran Soulviour, 7 
bend af 


e my felfeth whole loue and gerd 
ing tower is hag eg that I truſt in time to come, your ſelfe 
| mbgere wary, o ed ny 


hee @ eferuimg ale, to haue deſerued 
under thebanner uf Venus be wache ergo. vou — 


ttoth miſtres Doritie) to march 
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Of two brethren 
duerthꝛow mp vertues, with the aſſault of your wanton perſwall. | 


ons, 02 would you make me beleeue that you loue me as pou ſay, 
when you haue no mote reſpect to the hurt of my ſoule, 
Geutlewoman(quoth the ſouldiour) J am notable to encounter 
pou with woꝛds, becauſe it hath not been my pꝛofeſſion, noꝛ raping 
vp:but if you doubt of my loue # good liking, pleaſe it you to make 
triall, command any thing that pour ſelfe ſhal thinke requiſite: which 
f J doe not pertoꝛme to the vttermoſt,then eſteeme my loue indeede 
to be but fained, and where pou thinke that J goe about to ſecke the 
pꝛeiudice oꝛ hurt of your ſoule, beleeue me I neuer meant it. 
Miſtres Doritie, who had been well acquainted befoze witch ma⸗ 
ny ſuters, had neuer becu oppoſed with ſuch 12 bewed fellow, 
that was ſo blunt and plaine, aſwell in his geſttre, as in his terms: 
began to thinke with her ſelfe, tgat he might well be a ſouldiour, fo2 
the knew that they had little ſkill in the courtmg of Gentlewomen, 
pet ſhe perteiued by his countenance, the vehemencie ok his loue hee 
bare vnto her, and perceiuing his plainneſſe, che began to thinke him 
moxe fitter foꝛ her diet, than either maiſter doctoꝛ, oꝛ maiſter Iawper, 
that could not be contented the one with the other, when ſhee gaue 
chem boch ſa much as they could craue: and therefoze thinking with 
her ſelfe, chat to looſe any longer time were but a point of folly , ta⸗ 
king the ſouldiour by the hand, ſhe led him vp into a chamber, where 
other ſpeeches were paſſed betweene them in ſecret, which J coulde 
neuer pet vnderſtand, and what they did farther when they were by 
chemlelues, Gentlewomen J pꝛay geſſe pou : but this I muſt ad 
uertiſe pou ol, that befoze they came foꝛth of the chamber againe, che 
ſouldiour had pleaſed miſtres Doritic ſo well, that both maſter doc- 
foz- and muſter lawyer, were put quite out of conceit, 17 fram 
chat time loꝛwardes juhen they came of their vilitatiou, the Gentle: 
woman was nat well at eaſe, oz ſhe had companie wich her, oz hee 
was not at home, that chey could no moze ſpeake with her: which tur⸗ 
ned chem boch into a monderfull agony. The docto had thought ſhe 
had fozlaken him foz the loue of the lawyer : The lawper he thaugt 


as much by the dogtgz, that in the end uotknowing otherwiſe homme 
ſpit out their nennt againſt her, they deuilẽd ech ok them a letter 
which they ſeather, The firlt of theſe letters reliucred vnto her, 
came from the doctoꝛ, which letter he left vnpointed of purpoſe, be⸗ 


cauſe that inthe reading of it,it might be pointed two waies, # made 
eee WER ee + bu ming, lope her 
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ſelfe in the reading of it, pointed it as I haue let it downe ; and fol- 


loweth in this ſozt , And who would haue thought (miſtres Doric 
tie) that foꝛ the louing aduertiſementes giuen you by pour friend, 
you could ſo lightly haue ſhaken him off: if J burdened you with a: 

ny thing that might ſeeme greeuous vnto vou, chinke it was loue 
that led me vnto it: fo2 that I pꝛoteſt inwardly in my mind, J neuer 
did eſteeme you otherwiſe than foꝛ as honeſt a Gentle woman as 


lues at this day in ide well. I haue heard ſay ſome haue bin ſcour⸗ 


ged moꝛe bypon euill will, than foꝛ any deſerts whereof they might 
iuſtly be accuſed: ſo if it be my hap to ſuffer vndeſerued penance, J 
muſt impute it to mine owne miſtoꝛtune, but pet contrary to my ex⸗ 
pectation, conſidering how J haue euer taken you to be giuẽ in your. 
conditions to pꝛattiſe vnſeemlp, filthy, and deteſtable things: J know 
vou haue euer abhozred to liue chaſtly, decently, and oꝛderly: you 
haue euer been trained vp to be wanton, pꝛoud and incontinent: vou 
neuer tooke delight in that was good, honeſt, ox commendable: you 


wholly gaue your ſelfe to lewdneſſe, luſt, and lecherie: pou were an 


open enemp to vertue: a friend to vice, WMhat ſhould J ſay, J doe 
but waſte the time in the ſetting of you fo2th, and therefoze wil leaue 
vou like as I found vou. 

This letter bzought miſtres Doritie into ſuch a furie when ſhee 
had peruſed it, that ſhe ſware by no beggers ſhe would ſo be reuen⸗ 
ged vpon the doctoꝛ, chat ſhee would make him a ſpectacle to all the- 
Phiſitions in the wozld; howe they hould-adnſe an honeſt Gentle - 
woman while they lued, And in the middeſt ol her melancholy, her 
deareſt friend the ſouldiour happened to come in, whom ſhee made 
partaker of all her ſecrets, ſhewing him the letter which maiſter doc⸗ 
toꝛ had ſent her: And as they wert veuiſiag hom to vie reuengement, 
a meſſenger was knocking at the vvoꝛe, to deliuer a letter from the. 
lawyer: the tenure whereof followethin ths maner;. 

May this be Þ reward of my trite & faithful loue, which fo fitmly : 
J haue bozne thee : Oꝛ is this the delight of thy daliance, which ſo 
many timesthvu haſt vſed with me r ſo care leſi to ſhake me off, as, 


though J had tommitted ume norable abuſe, when indeeve 7 baue ä 


loued thee a great veale moe then I perceiue thou art woꝛthy of. 
Oh feminine flatteꝛie. O faines fawning, O coumterfeit courteſie. 


D deepe diſſimulation: But what hope ly otterralersbe. — 
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courteſie, tamed in their friendſhip, diſſembling in their deeds, and in 
all their actions moſt dangerous fo2 men to deale withall, Fos, if ſhe 
haue a faire face, it is euer matched with a cruel heart:their heauenly 
looks with helliſh thoughts : their modeſt countenances with merct- 


leſſe minds: they haue wit, but it is in wiles : if they loue, it is too 


vehement: when they hate, it is to the death. But good God, with 
bow many fopperies are they accuſtomed to feede fooles, I meane 
ſuch as be Louemakers and ſuiters vnto them, whom they delay 


with as many deuiſes, as they be in number that ſeens to ſerue them, | 


Some they lure with looks: ſome they pꝛactiſe with pꝛomiſes: ſome 
they feede with flattery: ſome they delay with daltance : ſome they 
winde in with wiles : fome they keepe with killes: ſome they dyet 
with diſſimulation. One mult weare her gloue, another muſt weare 


her garter, another muſt weare her colours: another ſhall weare the 


ſpoyle of as much as the can get from all the reſt by couſonage : and 
pet to ſec how daintie theſe darlinges will ſeeme to thoſe that be not 
acquainted with their cuſtomes, were able to daſh a yoong man out 
of countenance : J warrant pou : they can make it moze file than 
wiſe : moze coy than comely, moꝛe fine than honeſt, And to whom da 
they make the matter moſt dangerous, but to them that deſerueth 
beſt tobe rewarded; Foꝛ where they ſee a man that is dzowned in 
aftection towardes them, ouer him they will triumph, and can tell 
how to ride the foole without a ſnaffle : One while they will crofle 
him with froward langnage, then againe comfozt him with ſome fai- 
ned looke : now ſhe d2iues him into deſperation with frowning face, 
by and by ſhee baits him againe with banquets of vncertaine hope: 
ſuch is their euill nature (as J ſap) that they will ſhew themlelues 
molt ſqueimiſh and daintie, to him that loues them moſte entirely, 
and him that ſeckes them leaſt diſhoneſtie, him they reward with 
their coldeſt courteſie. Foꝛ better pꝛoofe, let a man ſeeke to winne 
one of thele tender peeces, chat goes foꝛ a maid, honeſtly, and in che 
way of marriage, and J warrant you ſhe mill małe the matter moꝛe 
cop and niſe to him that meanes good. carneſt, than to another that 
comes but to trie and pꝛoue them. And what ſignes of ſhamefaſt- 
nelle wil they ſeeme to make, when a man doch but touch them: fat- 
ning thẽlelues to be to vong, when ( indeed) if they once pas 5 age of 
fifteen peers, (if they wert not afraid of breeding of hugs in ther bel- 
)x chetr good wils they would neuer he without che n. 


ſyeake of their ſexe, you hall neuer find them but counterfeit in their || 
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and their wines 


man: Thus to conciude, their nature is openly to ſcoꝛne all men, 
be their loues neuer ſo honeſt, and ſecretly to refuſe no man be his 
luſt neuer ſo lewd, Full aptly did Salomon in his Pꝛouerbs com:- 
pare you to wine, that can make vs ſo dunken with pour deuiſes, 
that notwithſtanding wee ſee the ſnares wich our eyes, which you 
haue ſet to entangle vs, we cannot ſhunne the batt which wee knowe 
wil bꝛeed our bane. Thus much ( miſtres Doritie)J haue thought 
good to ſigniſte vnto you, whole diſcurteſie at this time hath cauſed 
me ſo generally to inueygh againſt your whole ſere., not otherwiſe 
minding to accule your ſelfe particularly, knowing that if pou ſhould 
otherwiſe haue vſed me than you baue, you ſhould haue digreſſed 
and ſwarued quite from your kinde,aud ſo J leaue you. | 
Gentlewomen, I beſeech you foꝛgiue me mp fault, in the pub⸗ 
liſhing this infamous letter, J pꝛomiſe you J doe but ſigniſie it ac- - 
toꝛding to the copy which this vnhappy Lawyer ſent to miſtres Do- 
ritie , and when J had well conſidered the blaſphemy that he had v- 
ſed againſt your ſexe, I cut my pen all to peeces , wherewith J did 
copie it out, and if it had not beene foz the hurting of my ſelfe, J pꝛo⸗ 
mile you I would haue cut and mangled my owne fingers, where⸗ 
with J held the pen while I was waiting of it: and truſt me accozd- 
ing to my ſkd, J could wel haue found in my heart to encounter him 
with an anſwere in pour defence, but then J was interrupter by an⸗ 
other, as you ſhall well perceiue. Fo2 the ſouldioꝛ, which you haue 
heard ſpoken of that was remaining wich miſtres Doritie, when he 
had peruſed this letter, was put into a wonderfull chafe , and in the 
middeſt of his fury, he vttered theſe woꝛds. 25 
Ah molt vile and blaſphemous beaſt, what arte chou that with 
ſuch exclamations goeſt about to diffame thoſe whome by all honeſt 
humanity and manhoode, we be willed ſpecially co loue, honour, and 
reuerence, what art thou, a man, a deuill, oꝛ a ſubtil lawyer: Yea 
ſurely, and ſo thou mayeſt well be, and heerein haſt thou ſhewer the 
ſelfe no whit at all to digreſſe from thy p2ofeſfion, Fo? as at the 
the laws were conſtituted tu miniſter Juſtice, and to gins euexy one 
his right, ſo nawe are they mane by the pzactiſeof a nuniber of pety 
foggers, the inſtruments ol all iniquitie and wong. Euen lo that 
worthy lere, which at the firf were giuen vnta man by theaknighty 
God himlelle, to be his chiefelt comloꝛt and conſolation. Ser here 
the practiſe of a wicked taitift, who wich his eloquence would per - 


{wave vs; that they mere aur greateſt ruine + deſolatiori, An wickeb 
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2etch that thou art, how thinkelt thou to eſcape, thus to blow foꝛth 
thy blaſphemy againſt thoſe vleſſed ones, whome-God hath perfttey 
aboue al other creatures: Fo? at their firſt creation, they were made 


of the moſt beſt aud purified mettall of man, where man himlelke . } 


was framed but of ſlime and dzoſſe : what reaſon then that being at 
tle firft framed moſt pure and perkect creatures, but that they ſhould 


continue their firſt perfection to the end of the woꝛld. And like as at 


the firſt they were made moꝛe excellent than man, where ſhould wer 
now ſeeke foꝛ grace, vertue, and goodneſſe, but only in the feminine 
lexe, accoꝛding to their ſingular creation. 

J truſt this is ſo euident, that there is no man able to deny it, and 
enough to pꝛooue, that as women at the firit were created molt per- 
fect, ſothey haue till remained the ſtoꝛehouſe of all grace, vertue, 
and goodneſſe, and that if there be any thing found in vs men that is 
woꝛthy of commendation, we are onely to giue thankes to women 
from whom we rereiue it, as being deſcended from out of their en⸗ 


trailes: but with how great and manifolde miſeries ſhould we men 


be daily afflicted, were it not foz che comfozt wee finde at womens 
hands t loꝝ beſives that by their induſtry we be neatiſied, made moꝛe 
cleanly, and kept ſweet, who otherwiſe of our ſelues wee ſhoulde be⸗ 
come to be maſt filthy and loathſome creatures, ſo that at all times 
and ſe ons they be ſu neceſſary and conuenient about vs, that it 
were ynpoſſible foʒ vs to be without their bleſſed companies. F irſt, 
in our health, they content vs with their familſtarity: in our ſickenes, 


they cheriſh vs: in our mirth, they make it moze abound : in ſoꝛrow, 


their company doth beguile our penſiue thoughts: in pleaſure, then 
be our chiefe delights : in paine , their meſence bzeedech comfozt to 
our griefe : in wealth, what greater treaſure than toeniop our bela 


ued: in want, what greater wealth than a louing and faichfull wife: 
ſew our ſelues moꝛe valiant, But howe is it poſſible that women 


in peace, we labour ſtill to get their liking 


ſhoulde behaue themſelues, but that there are ſome will finde fault 
wich them. Firſt, if ſher be familiar, mee iudge her to bee light: if 
thee ſeemgauy thing ſtrange in her cunuerſation, ah, ſay we, ſhe is 
a dangerous Dxme: if merry; wee thmke her to be naught : if ſad, 
we ſay he is me graue than honelt: if He be talkatiue, we ſay ſhe 
is artotling hulmile: ifſilent, we ſay ſhe is a ſhtepe: if cleanly in her 
appaxell, we ſayſbe is m if int oy homely, we ſay ſhee is a 
dowdy q; a flut: i they deny vñ their curteſie when we fne to _ 
; gx. E 
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we ſay they be cruell tygres, beares and bugs : if they haue compal: 
ſion of vs, we diſcredite them amongſt our companions, '_ 
But ſee here the cunning of a caitife,that would wweſt the wazds | 
of Salomon to the diſpꝛaiſe of women, becauſe in his Pzouerbs hee 
compareth them to wine: but to interpꝛet the woꝛds of S⸗lomon by 
OS himſelfe, in another place of the ſame Pꝛouerbs, hee wil⸗ 
leth wine Gould be giuen to comfort thoſe chat be feeble and weake : 
nowe compare theſe places together, and ſee what harme hee hath 
done to women, & in my opinion he could not moꝛe aptly hire made 
a compartſon : foꝛ as wine is a comfoze co thoſe that are feeble and 
weake, ſo are women our greateſt ſolace, both in ſickeneſle and in 
health, But if any will ſay that wine makech vs dzunken, and from 
reaſonable men to become moze bzute than beaſts: I anſwere, that 
the fault is not to be imputed vnto the wine, but vnto the beaſtlineſle 
of him that takech moꝛe than enough: fox there is nothing ſo pꝛeti⸗ 
ous fo2 our behoofes, but by our owne abriſe we make it ſeeme moſt 
vile and loathſome : And thus graunting maſter Lawyer his toni⸗ 
parilan to be true, he hach done little hurt, ſauing hee harh ſhewed 
hümſeile a diligent ſcholer to his maſter the deuill, who is father of 
all lies, in maintaining ſo maniteſt a lie againſt ſuch harmleſſe crea- 
 tures,, There were manp ſpeeches eee by this ſouldiour in 


ri mien which I to recite, But J p2ay 
how 111. che duldiour doe you not thinke 


8 at b is anſmer: in my opinion, vou ought 
e better fo2 his ſake. 

e, to arg hers . —— hay — 

| nathiug ys t hem ſhe nught be re⸗ 

J 03 hop lake, that that he would 


— ad after be able to lift their armes to their heads, ſa- 
. 2 7 mee ; fo2 that it 
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continued our accuſtomed frienvſhippe , without anie manner of 
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— . iſe than he had coniectured : and thus with many other 
like ſpeeches, the ſo ſmoothed the matter with maſter Doctour, that 
che made himbeleene her huſband had ſome ſulpition in their famili⸗ 
arity,and that by his commandement the had abffained his company 
foꝛ a time, the which maſter doctoꝛ (quoth ſhe) J did foꝛ no cuil will 
that I beare you, but fo a time to bleete my huſbands eyes, think: Þ 
ing in the ende ſo to haue handled the matter, that wee might haue 


ſuſpition: and then-dzawing fooꝛth the letter which the doctoꝛ had 
ſent her, thee ſaive : But ſee ( maſter doctour ) your good opinion 
conceiued in mee, loe heere the rewarde that J haue fo my courte⸗ 
teſie beſtowed ol you, thus to raile and rage againſt me, as though 
I were the moſt notable ſtrumpet in a countrey. The doctoꝛ know- 
ing in what foꝛme he had written the letter, and deſirous againe to 
renue his late acquaintance, anſwered, that he neuer note letter vn- 
to her, whereby he had giuen any occaſion koz her to take any griefe, 
No haue (quoth miſtres Doritie) reave you then heere pour owne 
lines, taking him the letter, which the vocto2 (as J tolde you bekoze) 
= left vnpointed, and therefoze in the reading, hee pointed it after 
is maner 2 #3 

And who woulde haue thought (miſtres Doritie) that fo2 the 
louing aduertiſements giuen youbp pour friend,” voti c harm 
? iſo it: 


t J pꝛoteſt inwardly in my 
Teure en deer hone 


. —-— 
mp own milkoztune, but yet contrary to my expe 
howe J haue euer taten you to be giuen in 


time in the ſe 
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pz you miſtres Doritie. (quoth the doctoꝛ) where is this 
railing and raging vou ſpeabe of, J truſt Achaue witten nothmg 
that might diſcontent you. | Miſtres Dor te perceium he knave- 
ry of the dactoꝛ, and ſeeing the matter kell out fo fit fox her purpaſe: 
firſt giuing him a friendly buſſe, ſhe ſaide: Alas mp deape friend, J 
confeſſe I haue treſpaſſed, in miſconſtruiug of pour lines: But ſoꝛ⸗ 
giur me I pꝛav vou, and now haue campaſſion ol hex, whole loue c0- 
wards you is ſuch, that it is impoſſible fo mie to liue, c hom gur 
good liking: and ſeeing that my hulbands iealouſie is ſo much, chat 
| pou can haue no longer acteſſe to my houle, but it muſt needes come 
to his eare, by ſuch ſpie and watch as he hath layed, neyther my ſelte 
can go abꝛoade to auy plate but J am dogged & ſallamed, by ſuch as 
he hath appomted. But now if vour laue: be but halle ſa much to⸗ 
wardes me, as J truſt J haue deſerued, and hereafter doe meane to 
requites J haue already deuiſed a meane, how foꝛ euer J might in⸗ 
wy my deſired friend, without eicher let oz moleſlation of an» one, 
ſeeme he neuer fo much ta be offended at the matter, The doctoꝛ the 
gladdeſt man in the moꝛld to heane theſe news. auimered: And what 
is it then that ſhauld make pau ſtagger oꝛ doubt of the friendſhip of 
pour lauing doctoꝛ, no not if thereby J ſhould hazard the loſſe, both 
of lite and goodes% Alas (quoth miſites Doritie) God defend J 
ſhould woꝛk you ſo great a pꝛeiudiſe, and I be ſeech you vie no moꝛe 
ſuch ſpeeches vntome, that J ſhauld goe about to put you inta au 
ſuch perill, che remembꝛance wheresf is moꝛe grieuous unto me, 
than if J had felt the fee of a thouſand deaths: and now behold my 
determination, and what: haue deuiſed. Youhaue ahouſe not far 
heuce ſtanding in fields, mhich vou keep fo2 yaurGlace * recreatiũ 
in che tune of ſummer: to this hauſe . haue detubed hom vou may 
lo ſetretly comzep mo, that yaumim thiete keene at your pleaſure to 
pour oume vſe, and to my great rontentmton, where I map at plea- 


dure eniop him, moꝛe deariy beloued unta me, than the balles of my 


owne eies. And herewithall the gaue him an other Jaldas kiſſe, chat 
the Ooctoꝛ deſirem her uf all friendſhi, uot to heilung iu her deter: 
mination. fa that lie mas ready to follom her dixed ian, Whenſoeues 
it would ꝑlaaſe her ta canmraumd: yca, if it ners pie ſeutly, he was 
Miſtres Doritie, ho had dziuen the matter vnto that paſſe 
ſhe looked fo, ſapde : May maſter Doctoꝛ, therereſteth. vet an o- 
ther ching, my huſbanvs icioniſie W therg 


muſt 
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mult be great circumſpection vſed in the tonueying of me away, and t 


therefozegiue eare vuto that J haue deuiſed: I haue in my houſe a 
certaine male with ſtufte, that is left wich me, to be ſent by the carri⸗ 
ers into the country, whereof my huſband doth knowe very wel, this 
ftuffe J wil canſe tobe ſecretly taken foꝛth, and to be ſent to the car- 
riers, truſſed vp in ſome other thai, without any knowledge to any 
ſauing to my mayd, that ſhall wozke this feate her ſelle, whoſe tru- 
ſtineſſe I knowe to be ſuch , as there is no ſuſpition to be had in the 


matter, the which when the hath done, ſhe ſhall truſſe vp mee in the : 


lame male, then ſee that you faile not to moꝛrowe in the euening a- 
bout eight of the clocke,diſcuiſed in a poꝛters weede, to come to my 
houſe, to enquire fo2 the ſame male, which you ſhal ſay vou wil beare 
to the carriers: mp mayd who ſhall of purpoſe be ready to waite foꝛ 
your comming at the houre, ſhall make no bones to deliuer you this 
male, and thus without either doubt oz telouſie of any one, vou niay 
carry me into the fields, where foꝛ your better eaſe you may take me 
fooꝛth, and dilguiſing of our ſelues wee may walke together vn- 
to your houſe afozciaw, where J map remaine without any manner 
of ; uſpition oꝛ knowledge vnto any, ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe pour 
ſelte. 

O molt excellent deuice (quoth the doctoꝛ) J haue this matter 
already at my fingers ends, and J warrant pau, vou ſhal ſee me play 
the poꝛter ſo cunningly, that how many ſoeuer I meete, there ſhall 
none of them be able to ſuſpect me. Thus with a fained kiſle that ſhe 
againe beſtowed of him, fo2 that time they departed, 

Miſtres Doritie in like manner ſent fo2 the Lawyer, whome the 
handled in like ſoꝛt, as ſhe had done the doctoꝛ, making him beleeue, 
that her huſbands iealouſie was ſuch, as ſhe durſt no moꝛe come in 
his company: but ot her ſelf the loued him ſo entirely, that ſhe would 
hazard any thing foz his ſake, & becauſe he ſhould the better beleeue 
it, to moꝛrowe (quoth ſhee) inthe after noone, my huſband will be 
fooꝛth of che doozes , wherefoze J p2ay you faile not about thꝛee of 
the clocke to come and viſit me, when we ſhall haue letſure to dilpozt 
our ſelues, to our botter contentation, Many like enticing woꝛdes 
the bled, which ſo perſwaded the lawyer, chen dꝛeading no bad mea⸗ 
ſure at al, he pꝛomiſed her nat to faile, but he would keepe his houre: 
and thus departed very ioyfull, that he had againe recouered his mt- 
ſtres. And the next day, euen as it had ſfrooke thꝛee of the clocke, 
wy was knocking at the dooꝛe of this gentlewoman , who 2 
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fo2 his comming, was ready to receiue hun; and vp they go together 
to a chamber, which ſhe had appointed fo2 the purpoſe : where foz a 
time ſhe dallied him off with deuiſes: and ſodainely her matd(accoz- 
ding as her miſtres had giuen her wſiructions) came haſtily to the 
chamber dooꝛe calling her miſtres, ſaping that her maſter was eome 
in, and had aſked foꝛ her. Miſtres Dorit1e , who was not to learne 


to play her parte, ſeemed to bee ſtriken into a wonderfull feare; * 


Alas (quoth the to the lawyer) foꝛ the loue of God keepe your ſelfe 
ſecret fo2 a time, that I may go downe and rid him away, ik it be gol⸗ 
ſible: and thus ſhe going her way downe, ſhe ſhutteth the dooze al⸗ 
ter her. 

The Lawyer, who was ready to beray him ſelfe foꝛ feare, crept 
bnder the bed, where ſhee let him alone the ſpace ol an houre: and 
then comming vp into the chamber, and could nat ſee him, ſhee be- 
ganne to muſe what was become of him: he hearing one was come 
in at the chamber dooꝛe, beganne to pꝛie out vnder the beds feete, and 
perteiuing by the ſkirt of her gowne who it was, with a faint voyce 
he ſaid : Alas my deere, what newes, is your huſband gone: Ah my 
louing friend (quoth ſhe) J was neuer ſo hardly belec ſince J was 
boꝛne: my huſband is come home with thzee oz foure of his friendes 
which he met wtthall in the city, and be come out of the countrey of 
purpoſe to make merry with him, and heere they be appointed this 
night to ſup, and hither be come to their beds, ſo long as they remain 
in the city, and this chamber is appointed foꝛ two of them to lie in. 
that foꝛ my life J know nat what ſhift to make, noꝛ howe to conuey 
you hence. 

Alas (quoth the Lawyer) then am J vtterly vndone, foꝛ the love 
of God, deuiſe ſome meanes to conyey me out of the houſe, fo2 J 
would not remaine ail night in this perplexitie, no not fo2 all the gold 
in the woꝛld. Miſtres Dority making a little pawſe, ſodainely as 
wg ſhe had an inuention but euen then come into her head, ſhee 
aide. rr 57 : 

J haue this onelie remedie left, heere is in the houſe a male full 
of ſtuffe, which ſhould this night be ſent to the cariers : my deuiee is 
therefoze to take fooꝛth the ſfuffe , and lay it aſide till ſome time the 


next weeke, when J wil make ſhift to ſend the ſluffe away very wel, 


and you ſhalbe pzeiently packed vp in this male, which my maid ſhal 
do while Jam below with my huſband and his friends, and fo cau⸗ 
ling apo2ter to be ſent fog, he ſhall catey you tu your chamber, 02 to 
192 anp 
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any dther place where it hall pleaſe your ſelfe: ſo that 1 


ſeeing this male go foszth ol doo2es, will thiake it is che ſtufte which 
he knoweth this night Gould be ſent. 

No better deniſe in the woꝛld (quoth the lawyer) and let the poꝛ· 
ter tonuey this male to my chamber, vou know where, and deliuer it 
to my man, as ſent from his maſter, and will vi fo gue hun lozty 
pence fo2 his labour. 

The matter thus determined, miſtres Doritie ſent bp her maid 
with this empty male, wherem the truſſed vp the lawper, and there 
he leſt him lying from fiue of the clocke vntill it was paſt eight, and 
in the ſummer ſeaſon the weather being very hot, the lan per had like 
to haue beene ſmothered where he lay. At the length according to 
pointment, comes maſter Docto? dilguil ed like a right poꝛter, with 
alone gabberdine downe to the calfe of his legges, and hee enquires 
fo2 a male that ſhcuſd goto the carriers: pca Mary (quoth the mard) 
F pou pleaſe to come in it is ready foꝛ vou: the doctoꝛ beuig a good 
ſturdy ſubber, tooke vp the male very eaſily, fo2 feare of byuſing the 
gentlewomans tender ribbes, whome he had thought hee had vpon 
his backe, and thus foꝛth of docs he goes, taking the next way to- 
wards his lodging. 

Miltres Doritie with her beloued ſouldioꝛ (whom ſhe had made 
pꝛiuy to her deuiſe) ſtoode where ſhee might lee maſter doctoꝛ in his 
poꝛters weede, going with his carriage: whereat when they had a 
white ſpoꝛted themlelues, the ſouldioꝛ followed maſter Doctoꝛ an 
ealie paſe, but oncly to keepe the ſight of him, and the doctour tooke 
his way though the ſtreetes with a maine pale till he had recoucred 
the fields, where looking about him to ſee what company was ſtir⸗ 
ring, ſaw no body heart him but the ſouldiour, wmhome her did nat 
Knowe : and then croſling the way from the common paths, he came 
to che ſide of a banke, and being wearte (as he was not to be blamed, 
conſiderintz the knauiſh burthen that hee had boꝛne vpon his backe) 
hee laying downe the male tender ly von the fide ofthe banke, ſee⸗ 
ing no body but the ſouldiaur, whowas but alitle diũ ance from him, 
fame: Ah my lweet wench / N can ſee ns w tature ſtirring in ail the 
ſiclds but one man which is comming this way, wo fo ſoone as hee 
is paſt: mul undo the male The lawper in the male when he felt 
the poꝛter to lay him downe , was in good hope that he had beene in 
his owneichamber but hearing by theſe ſpeeches, that he wag in the 
armes eee 
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and their wines. 


thoſe woꝛdes to fond omanthat was in his companie, with whom 
he was conkederate, foʒ the ffealmg of ſuch things as they ſhald find 
in the Male, and that when they ſhould open the Male aud finde him 
there, they would not ſticke to cut his thꝛoat, foꝛ feare leaſt he ſhould 
bewꝛay them, and foꝛ the only ſpoyle of ſuch things as he had about 
him, that the lawyer was in luch a perplexitie, that hee wiſt not fox 
his life what he might doe: one while hee had thought to haue cried 
out fo! helpe, then hee thought it woulde the ſooner bꝛing him to 
his end: and as hee continued thus in the middeſt or his muſe, che 
ſouldiour was come to the place, and ſpeaking to the doctoꝛ, he ſaid: 
oꝛter it ſeemeth thou halt been knau iſhly loden, fo2 J perceiue 
thou art verie hot: but what halt chou in the Male, J pꝛay thee, that 
thou art carying this way lo late in the euening : Mary (quoth the 
doctoꝛ) J haue wace there ſuch as it is. Maſt thou ware knaue 
(quoth the ſeuldiour) is that a ſuflicient anſwere , what ware is it, 
mens ware, oꝛ womens ware: Sir J know not (quoch the ÞP92ter) 
Jhaue but the carrying of it to a gentlemans houſe that is heere 
hard by. Mell ( quoth the ſouldiour) vndoe your truffe , foꝛ J will 
ſee what wares pou haue there bekoꝛe vou and J depart: hy ſir 
(quoth the JIozter ) ſhould J be fo bolde to vndoe a genttlemans 
male, that is deliuered me in truſt to be carried: no fir you ſhall par⸗ 
don me, if you were my kather: and herewithall he tooke che male vp- 


on his backe, and began to goe his wales. But the louldioꝛ knowing, 


better what was in the male than the PIozter himſelf chat caried it, & 
being pꝛouided koꝛ the purpole with a good cudgell, let dꝛiue halfe a 
dozen blowes at the male, as it lay vpon his backe ſo ſurely, that the 
lawyer cries out, alas, alas, alas. Uhy JIorter(quoth the ſouldioꝛ) 
haue you quicke wares in your male, no marucll you were fo damtie 
in the ewing ok it. 

Mercwithall the doctoꝛ lapd daum his male, and kneeling down 
to the ſouldiour, ſaid. Ah fir to2 the love of God be content, and J 
will not let ta confeſſe the whole trueth vnto pou : J haue a geatle⸗ 
woman in my male, which J haue ſtolne from her hulband, aud ſee 
ing vou to be a gentleman but voong in yeares, and tmpolitb!e but 
that you ſhould loue the companie of a faire woman, beh old, J will 
deliuer her vnto vou, to vie at pour pleaſure, and when you (hall (ec 
time, to reſtoꝛe her vato me agaioe, defiring pou fic of all dirteſie, to 


ſeeke ntz other diſplealure agninſt vs. Pau haue lam well (quoch the 


{o4ldip2)but is ſhn uch a one ag tz tu be ted, farce, f ung 
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- Truft me fir(quoth the doctoꝛ) if ſhobe not as faire, and wellliking 


as any dame vuthin the walles of this citie, make me an example to 
all other, howe they ſhall dillemble wits a gentleman ſuch as you 
are. Thou ſayſt well (quoth the ſouldiour) ard nowe J thmke long 
till J haue a ſight of this Paragon, which thou haſt ſo pꝛayſed vnto 
me. You fall ſee her ſtraight- way (quoth the doctoꝛ) and heere- 
withall he began to vnlace the male with great expedition: which 
when he had vnlaced at the one end, that he might come to the ſight 
of this gentlewomans face (as he had thought) he ſaid to the Soul⸗ 
diour, lee here the ſight which you ſo much deſire , and pulling the 
end of the male open with his handes, the lawyer thuſt foꝛth his 


head, and looked with ſuch a piteous countenance, as though he had 


been ready to be turned off the ladder : But the doctoꝛ ſecing a face 
to appeare with a long beard, was in ſuch a maze, that he could not 
tell in the woꝛlde what he might ſay. The ſouldiour who had neuer 


moꝛe adoe than to fozbeare laughter, to ſee how theſe two, the one 


beheld the other: laid to the doctoꝛ, and is this the faire gentlewo⸗ 
man that thou haſt pꝛomiſed me, haſt thou no body to mocke but me, 
that with ſuch commendations thou giueſt pꝛaiſe to a woman, wher⸗ 
by to ſet my teeth on edge, and then in the ende thus to delude me: 
But J will teach thee howe to play the knaue againe while thou lt: 
ueſt, and herewithall hee laid on with his cudgell, ſparing neither 
head, ſhoulders, armes, backe, no2 bꝛeaſt, and ſs be bumbaſted the 
doctoꝛ, that foꝛ the ſpace of a quarter of a yeare after, he was not a- 
ble to lift an Eurinall ſo hie as his head. 

The lawyer who had nothing out of the Male but his head, ſee- 
ing this fray, ſtrugled ſo much as he could to haue gotten foꝛth, and 
to haue runne away, while the Poꝛter was a beating, but it woulde 
not be, his armes were ſo ſurely laced downe by his lives, that foz 
his lite he could not get them foꝛth. | 

The Souldiour, when hee hadth2oughlp requited maiffer doc- 
toꝛs knauerie, that hee had vſed againſt his beloued miſtres in his 
letter, left him, and began to bend himſelfe toward the lawyer. The 
lawyer ſeeing the ſouldiour comming, had thought verily that he 
had been ſome good fellow that was walking there ſo late, to haue 
taken ſome pꝛep, ſaid: Dh ſir, fo2 the ue ot God ſpare mp like, and 
take my purſe, to whom the ſouldiour aunſwered : Nay villaine, 
my comming is neither to take thy like noꝛ thy purſe, but to miniſter 
reuengement foz thy large ſpeeches , which like a — 
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weetch thou haſt vſed againſt a woman, and therewithall laid vppon 
him ſo long as hee was able to fetch any lyeath : and then calling 
the JIozter to him, he ſaid: Let theſe wozdes which J minde to 
ſpeake ſuffice foz a warning to you both, if euer J may learne 
that anie of pou heereafter this doe vſe ante miſdemeanour to⸗ 
wardes ante woman, either by wozde oz waiting, aſſure your 
ſelues that although J haue but dallied with you at this time, J 
will deuiſe ſome one meane oz other to miniſter reuenge, that all 
ſuch as vou be, ſhall take an example by you, And thus J leaue 


pou, going away to his ſweete heart, telling her the whole diſ⸗ 


courſe how hee had ſped, by whom hee was welcomed with a whole 
laſt ot kiſſes, cc. | | 

And now to returne to thoſe two that were left in the fieldes, as 
you haue heard: the doctoꝛ taking good view of the lawyer, knewe 
him verie well, but the doctoꝛ was fo diſguiſed in Poꝛters apparel, 
that the lawyer did not knowe him, but ſayd vnto him, a miſchicke 
light of all ſuch Poꝛters, that when they be put in truſt with carria⸗ 
ges into the citie, will bꝛing them into the fields to ſuch banquets as 
theſe, Mary (quoth the doctoꝛ) a miſchiefe take all ſuch burthens, 


that when a man hath almoſt bꝛoken his backe with bearing them, 
aͤnd then ſhall receiue ſuch a recompence fo2 his labour as J haue 
done: Uillaine (quoth the lawyer) why didſt not thou carry me to 
my chamber as thou wert willed when thou diddeſt receiue me: J 
would J had carried thee to the Gallowes (quoth che doctoꝛ) ſo J 
had eſcaped thts ſcouring, but J percetue this banquet was pꝛepa⸗ 
red foꝛ vs both: and herewithall with much adoe he got off the Poꝛ⸗ 


ters coate, and making himſelfe knowen to the lawper, ech of them 


| conferred with the other how cunningly they had been dealt withall, 


and did thinke it not beſt fo: them any farther to deale in the matter, 


| fo feare of farther miſchiefe , but with much adoe got them heme, 


| where the lawyer kept his bed very long after: but the doctoꝛ tooke 


Sparmaceti, and ſuch like things that be good fo2 a bzuſe, andreco- 
uered himſelfe in ſhoꝛt ſpace, = N 
Nom it fell out afterwardes that this ſouldioaur, who lived in 


great credite with miſtres Doritie (as hee had well deſerued) was 


imployed in the kinges warres againſt foꝛraigne foes, with a great 
number of others, where hee ſpent his life in his }9zinces quarrel, 
and miſtres Doritia; ſoꝛrawing a long time the loſſe of ſo faithful a 


krend, ſeeing che diuerſity of men, y ſhe:hap made her choice a thce 
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cher, and had found but one honef',f:arcd ta fall into any further m- | 
famp, contented her ſelfe to tive oꝛderly, and faithfully withHer hul⸗ 
band all the reft ofher lite, and her hulband (who neuer vnderſtaod 
any of theſe actions, loued her dearely to his dying dan. 8 


Aud now to ſap ſomething of the other bꝛother and his wife, 
which as you haue heard was ſuch a notable (cold, that her huſband ji 
could neuer entep good day; noꝛ merry houre : She was ſuch a diuel 


of her tongue, and would ſo croſſebite him with fuch tauntes, and 
ſpightfull quips, as if at any time he had been merrie in her compa⸗ 


nie, ſhee would tell him his mirth p2ocecded rather in the remem⸗ 
bꝛance of that ſhe had brought him, than fo2 any loue he had to Her | 
ſcife ; if he were ſad, it was foz gricke ſhe was nat dead, Þ he might 
enioy that ſhe had. Jfhe vled to go abꝛoad, then he had bin ſpending 


of that he neuer got himſelle. Tf he tarried at home, ſc would ſay it 


was happie he had gotten ſuch a wife, that was able to keepe him 
ſo idely. Ihe made any pzoutſion foꝛ good cheare, oꝛ to fare well in 
his houſe , ſyee would hi him ſpend that which hee himlelfe had 
bꝛaught. I he Hewed himſelfe to be ſparing, then ſhe would not be | 
pincht of that which was her owne. Thus do what he could, all that 


euer he did was taken in the wont part: Aud ſeeing that by no ma⸗ 
ner of faire meanes he was able to reclaime her: in the end he deuiled 
this way, himſelte with a truſtie friend that he made of his counſell, 
got and pinioned her armes ſo faſt, that ſhee was not able to budoe 


them, and then putting her into an olb jo eticote, which hee rent and 


tattered in peeces of purpoſe, and ſhaking her haire looſe about her 


eyes, tare her ſmocke ſleeues that her armes were all bare, c ſcrat- 
ching them all over with a bꝛamble, that the bloud followed, with a 
great chaiue about her legge, wherewith he tier her in a dark houſe 


that was in his backeſide, and then calling his neighbours about 
her, he would ſeeme with great ſozrow to lament his wines diftreſſe, 


telling them that ſhe was ſodainly become lunaticke, whereas bychis 
geſture he tooke fo great griefe, as though hee would lckewiſe haue 


runne mad foꝛ company. But his wife (as he had attired her) ſeemed 


(indeede) not to be wel in her wits: but ſeeing her huſbands mancrs, 


ſhewed her ſelfe in her conditions to be a rightbedlam: ſhee vſed nd 
other woꝛdes but curſings and bannings crying fo? the plague 
and the peſtilence, and that the deuill woulde teare her huſband in 


peeces: The company that were about her, they would exhoꝛt her, 


good neighbour tozger theſe die ſpeeches, which doth ſo muth di- 


ſemper | 
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| Kemper you: and call vpon God and he will ſurely helpe pou. Call 
vu. vpon God foꝛ helpe (quoth the other) wherein ſhould hee helpe me, 
os vnleſſe he would conſume this wetch with fire and loimſtone, other 
helpe J haue no need of. Mer huſband, he deſired hisneighbours foꝛ 

„ Gods ſake that they would helpe him to pzay foꝛ her: and thus alto- 
gither kneeling in her meſente, he began to ſay (Miſerete) which 
all they ſaid alter him: but this did ſo ſpight and vere her, that ſhce 
neuer gaue ouer rapling, and raging againſt them all. Butt in the 
end, her huſband who by this ſhame had thought to haue reclaimed 
her, made her become from euill to woꝛſe, and was glad himſelfein 
the end, cleane to leaue, and to get himſelfe from her into a ſtrange 
countrey, where he conſumed the reſt of his life, 

Thus to conclude , beſides the matter that J meane to pꝛooue, 
men may gather example herre, when they goe a wiuing, not to 
chooſe fo2 beautie without vertue: noꝛ fo2 riches without good con- 
ditions, There be other examples if they be well marked, woꝛth the 
learning, both fo2 men and women , which J leaue to the diſcretiou 


of the Reader. 


38285 e 


Ot Gon files and his vertuaus 


wife Agatha. 
The Argument of the ſixt Hiſtorie. 


Gonſ. ales, pretending te poiſon his vertuoui Wife for the loueof a. 
Couriiſan. craued the helpe of Alfonſo, à ſcholler 13 
practiſed in 7 who in the ſtrad of poyſon gaue him 4 pou- 


der, — d but bring her into 4 ſound ſleepe during certaine 
koures, but Gonſales Ag (indeede) that his wife had been 


dead: cauſed her immediatly to be buried: The ſcholley againe 
yen N operation of his pomder, for the great loue he bare 
t 


to Agatha, Went to the vault whereſhee was entombed , about 
the houre that he knew (he would awake When frer ſora ſpec- 


ches 
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ehes vſed betweene them, be carried her home to his ne houſe, | 
were ſuer remained for fpace: in the mea ne time Gonlales | 
 betngamdftied to hit courtiſan. was by her accuſed to the Go- 
uernour for the poyſoning of his firſt wife » whereof being ap- 
 prehended hee confeſſed the fact, and was th:refore indged to 
dite, which being bno wen to Agatha, ſhee came to the Iud ge; and 
clearing her hich tin 5 e lied 2 ither in . 
peace and vai ie, = 
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He.. Here was ba 905 citte af Sulf in 
FLIP Spine, a Sentleman named Gonfales, 
po thoughhe were a man ok peares ſuf: 
ſicient to be ſtaied, æ to giue vuer the wan⸗ 
ton pꝛanchs of pouthfull follie . Yet was 
OP / MN 4 he by nature ſo enclined to follovie their 

SES 2 IS luſtes, and withall ſo variable aud ſo in- 
- SWISS MV conſtant , chat hee ſuffered himſelle tobe 
ruled whollp by his — 2 and meaſured all his doing rather by 
his delights and pleaſures, than by ſound diſcourſe and rule of rea⸗ 
ſon. This gentleman falling in lone with a gentlewoman of the ſame 
city whole name was Agatha: ſought al che means he could to haue 
her to wife, And her friends although they were well enough enkoꝛ⸗ 
med ot the vilpolttion of Gonſales,wherby they mighthane feared 
entreatic of their kin woman, fp2 that they knew him very rich, e her 
dowp not to be very grect, they were wel tontent to below her vpon 
him:and thought v they had in ſo doing placed her very wel. But be- 
foꝛe the firſt yeare after their ĩ marriage was fully expired, Gonſales 
follov ing his wonted humoꝛ, # waxing weary of loue, grew to deſire 
change, giuing thoreby a notable example toy womeu to learne how 
little it ts to their commoditic oꝛ quiet, to match themſelues to ſuch 
chat be rather rich than wiſe : and how much it were better 1 chem 
to be married to men, than to their goods. 

Foꝛ being come to ſoiourne in chat ſtreet, wherin he „ ano⸗ 
table Courtifan, who-to the outward ſhem was vert faire, though 
inwardly ſhe was molt toule, as ſhee that vnder a goodlp perſynage, 
did couer a wicked and daungerous minde, co2rupced. with all vi⸗ 
ces ( as fo) the moſt part all ſuch women doe.) It was Gonſales 
chalunce to be one of the firſt that fell into thole ares, which ſhe = 
ſecfoz{uch ſimple mens mindes, as haunt after He exterigur 
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and his wife Agarha. 


parance of tholo thinges} which their ſenſes make them to delight 
in, and not conſidering the daunger whereunto they commit them⸗ 
ſelues, by following of their diſoꝛdinate appetites, doe ſuffer 
themlelues ts be entrapped by ſich lewd dames : Among which 
this (foꝛſooth) mas one that was of ſingular chill to captiue 
mens mindes, which by experience and by che naturall diſpoſition 
of her minde, bent wholly to deceite and naughtineſſe: had lear⸗ 
ned a thouſand guiles and artes, which way to allure men with 
the pleaſantneſſe of her baptes , TAherefoze after hee was once 
entangled with her ſnares, he fell ſo farre beyond all reaſon, and 
palt-all beliefe, to dote-vpon this ſtrumpet that hee coulde findeno 
reſt, noꝛ no-contentinent, but ſo long as he was with her. But ſhee 
being as diſſolute a dame as any lined in the world, and as greedie 
Itkewiſe of cate as euer any was of her pofeſſion „ woulde not 
tontent her ſelfe with Gonſales alone , but peelded vnto as mand 
as liſt to enioy her, if they came with their handes full, and ſpared 
fo2 no coſt to reward her liberally; Which thing was vnto him, that 
was ſo beſotted on her, ſo greeuous and ſo intollerable, that nothing 
could be moꝛe 
There was at the ſame time, a ſcholler in the Citie that ſru⸗ 
died in Phiſicke: with whoin Gonlales had familtat acquarn-- 
tance, and the Scholler thereby hauing acceſle and conuerlation 
in his houſe, beganne fo feruently.to be in loue with Agatha his 
wife, that hee dellred nothing ſo earneſtly in the wozlde as to enioy 
her, and to winne her good will. CUherefaze hauing (as J haue 
laide) free acceſſe to her houſe, and to declare his affection vnto her 
without ſuſpition, he ceaſed not by all the meanes hee was able to 
deuiſe; ta ſollicite and to pꝛocure her to veeld vnto his deſire, 
Aith his endeuour and earneſt ſute-; although it were vnto Aga- 
tha, notſome and diſpleaſant, as ſhes that was diſpoſed to keepe her 
ſelfe honeſt: and that ſhee could in that reſpect haue been verie glad, 
chat he would foꝛbeare to frequent her houſe; Pet knowing her hul⸗ 
band to bea man ot no berie great ſubſtance; & but ſlenderly ſtulled 
the head · peece: and that hee delighted greatly in the familiaritie of 
the Scholler, ſhe foꝛced her ſelle to endure with patience, the impoꝛ⸗ 
tunate moleſtation , which hee fill weatied her withall Taking 
from him neuerthelelle all hope, to obtaine at any time auy'fa-- 
uour at her handes, and cutting him ſhoꝛt from all octaſions q a 
much as ſhe tould, wherby he might * cauſe to moleſſ her, — 
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looke foz anie thing to pꝛoceede from her, that were lefſe than ho- 


neſt 


ſhewe her ſcife moꝛe courteous, and fausurable vnto hum. Wher- 


foꝛe hauing found out an old mother Elenour, a diſciple of the Spa- | 


niſh Celeſtina, ſuch a one as was moſt cunning and ſkilfullmmol- 
lifying of womens mindes, to wozke them aftexward to receiue the 


impꝛeſſions of their louers, hee caiſed her to take acquamtance of | 
Agatha, and by degrees (as though thee had been mooued with | 
pittie and compaſſion of her caſe) to declare vnto her the loue | 
which her huſbaud bare vuto the Courtilan: and to ſhewe her home | 


vnwoꝛthy hee was that ſhe ſhould be true vnto hun , And in the end 
paſling from one ſpeach to another, ſhe ſaid plainly vntoher , that 


it was a great folly, ſince her huſband did take his pleaſure abzoad | 
with other women, to ſtand to his allowances , and to takethe lea- 
uing of his rumpets, and therewith to be content: and that, ik 
the were in her caſe, and had ahuſband that would ſtrike with the | 
ſwoꝛd, the would vndoubtedly requite him and ſtrike with the ſcab- | 


berd, ſv ſhe counſeled her to doe likewiſe, 


Agatha being a verie diſcreete Gentlewoman, and louing her | 


huſband as an honeft woman ought to doe, ſaide to her in aunſwere 
of her talke, that ſhe would be right glad to ſee her huſband to be 
ſuch a man as ſhee wiſhed him to be, and as hee ought to be. But 
that ſince he ſawe it would not be, and that he could not frame him: 
ſelfe thereto, ſhe woulde not take from him o2 barre him of that li- 
bertie, which either the cuſtome of the coꝛrupted woꝛld, o2 the pꝛiui⸗ 
ledge that men had vſurped vnto themlelues, had giuen vnto them. 
And that ſhee would neuer fo2 her part violate o2 bꝛeałke that faith 


ſbe had giuen him, oꝛ ſlacke oz neglect that care and regard ofherho- 


nour, which all women by kinde and nature ought to haue, as the 
thing that maketh them to be moſt conmnended though: he wozld, 
let her huſband doe what he lit, and like and loue as many other 
women as pleaſed him. And that ſhe thought her ſelf ſo much the ra- 
ther bound ſo to doe, becauſe hee did not in the reſt miſuſe her ane 
wap, 02 ſuffer her to want any thing p reaſonably ſhe could peſire oꝛ 
craue at his hands: and fo2 that he had not b. igt him in effect any 


other donny woꝛthy to be accõpted of than her honeſty: Cherloꝛe te 
wa 


The Scholler perceiving that his vwne trauell, to winne her | 
affection was but labour loſt , thought beſt to trie if by the allure⸗ 
ment oꝛ perſwaſion of any other, hee might happely mooie her to | 
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| 4 was fully reſolued neuer to vary from that conſtant reſolution, And 
| finally ſhewing her ſelle ſomemhat mooued and ſtirred with choller, 


thee tolde her that ſhe maruelled at her not alittle ( that being a wo⸗ 


man of thole yeares)that ſhe ſhould rather repꝛehend and chide pong 


folks, if the ſhuld ſee them ſo bent, then incoꝛage them to euil, # mu- 
ſed much ſhe could finde in her heart to giue her ſuch cottnſell: which 
ſhe aſſured hir was ſo diſpleaſant and ſo vngrateful, as if from hence 
foꝛth ſhe durſt pꝛeſume to ſpeake thereof any moze, ſhe would make 
her vnderſtand perchance to her ſmart , how ill ſhe could away with 
ſuch pandarly pꝛactiſes. 

This olde hag hauinghad her head waſhed thus without ſope, 
departed from A gatha, and came vnto the ſcholler and tolde him in 
bꝛiete how ill ſhe had ſped , and in what ſoꝛt the honeſt gentlewoman 
had cloſed her mouth, whereof the ſcholler was very ſoꝛy: pet fo? all 
thts, he thought he would not giue ouer his purſute, imaging that 


thereis no heart ſo hard oz flinty, but by loue, by perſeuerance,p2at- 


er, and teares, may in the ende be mollified and bzought to bee ten⸗ 
der. 

In this meane ſeaſon Gonſales ſtill continuing his olde familia⸗ 
rity with the ſcholler, and hauing made him pꝛiuy of the loue he bare 
vnto the curtiſan, and what a griefe it was vnto him to lee her en⸗ 


& loyedby any other than by himſelfe: one day among other talke be- 
tweene them of that matter, he ſatd vnto the ſcholler , that it neuer 


grieued him ſo much to haue a wife as it did then, fo2 that if hee had 
bin vnmarried he would haue taken Aſelgia (fo ſo was the curtiſan 
named) to be his wife, without whom he could findno reſt no2 quiet 
in mind, and fo long as euery man hath a ſhare with him in her, hee 
accounted himſelfe as ill as if hee had had no part in her at all. And 


thereto ſaid further, that aſſuredly ik it were not foꝛ feare of the law, 


he would eaſe himſelfe of that burthen by ridving ol Agatha out of 
the woꝛld. Thereunto replied the ſcholler laying, that in deede it 
was a grieuous thing foꝛ a gentleman to bee cumbꝛed with a wife, 
whom he could not find in his heart to loue, and that in ſuch a caſe he 
that did ſeeke the beſt way he could to deliuer himſelfe of that yoke, 
was not altvgecher vnexcuſable, though the rigour of iuſtice had ap- 
pointed ſeuere puniſhments, foꝛ ſuch as violently ſhould attempt oꝛ 
execute any ſuch thing. But that men that were wile , could well e- 
nouch find out the meanes which way to wozke their intents , with⸗ 
out incurring any danger of the law foꝛ þ 8 Mhich language 
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inderde he vſed vnto him, but to feede his humour, and to ſee where: 
vnto that talke in fine would tend: and accoꝛding to his deſire befoꝛe 
it was long, Gonſales hauing vſed the like ſpeeches two oz thꝛee 
times, and ſtil] findmg him to ſooth his ſaying, tooke one day a good 
heart vnto him, and bꝛake his minde vnto the ſcholler at large, and in 
plaine termes to this effect. 

Alonſo (foꝛ that was the ſchollers name) J doe aſſure my lelfe, 
and make full account, that thou art my faſt friend, as J am thine, 
and J doubt not but that the friendſhip which is betweene vs, doeth 
make thee no lelle ſoꝛy than my ſelfe, to ſee me grieue with this con⸗ 
tinuall trouble of mind, wherein J liue, becauſe J can not compaſſe 
to take this woman, whome J loue ſo dearely to be my wife, and by 
that meanes come to haue the fullpoſſeſſion o her to my lelfe, which 
is the thing J do deſire aboue all other things in the woꝛld. And foꝛ⸗ 
aſmuch as J do perſwade my ſelfe, that by thy meanes, and with the 
help of thy pzofeſſton, I may hap to find ſome remedy foꝛ my griefe. 
I haue thought good to tell thee a conceit which J haue thought on 
often times: wherein J meane to vſethee and thy aſſiſfance, foꝛ the 
better accompliſhing of mp purpole in that behalle. Aſluring my ſelf 
that thou wilt not refuſe oꝛ deny me any furtheraunce, that thy ſkill 
may affooꝛd me, oz ſhzinke oꝛ dzaw backe from the perfozming of a- 
ny friendly offer, whereby J may come to finde ſome eaſe of minde, 
and be delivered of that intollerable toꝛment of ſpirite, wherewith J 
am oppꝛeſſed, foꝛ the loue of this A ſelgia, in whom J haue fired and 
ſet all my ioyes and delights. Thou ſhalt therefoze vnderſtand that 
J am determined as ſoone as I can poſſible, to rid my hands of A- 
gatha mp wife, and by one meane oꝛ other to cauſe her to die: and J 
haue beene a good while about the execution of this my intent; but 
becauſe I could neuer yet deuiſe the beſt way to perfoꝛme it ſo that 
her death might not be layd vnto nip charge. J haue delayed it hi⸗ 
cherto, and perfoꝛte content to beare the heauy burthen of my grieued 
mind till now, which hence foꝛward J am reſolued to beare no lon⸗ 
ger, if thou wilt accoꝛding to mn truſt mthee , and as the friendſhip 
which is betweene vs doth require, graunt me thy furtheraunte and 
helping hand.  4Uherefoze, knowing that through the long ſtudie 
in Phyſike thou haft attained ſo great knowledge, that thou canſt 
deuiſe a number of ſecrets, whereof any one might be ſufficient fox 
to bing my purpoſe to effect. I doe require thee to fulfil my de⸗ 
lire in that behalfe , and to giue me thy helpe, tobzing this my — 
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lire to paſſe: which if thou doe, J wil acknowledge n ſeifefo long 
as Jchall live, to be ſo much bound vnto thee, that thou ſhalt 
commaund mee, aud all that J haue, in any occaſion of thine , as 


| freely and as boldely, as thou mayelt nowe any thing that is thine 


owne. 
The ſcholler when he had heard Gonſales and his demaunde, 


lcaode ſtill a while, as muſing vpon the requeſt, and in the meane 
= while diſcourſed with himlelfe , howe by the occaſi ion of his intent, 
and reſolution of Gonſales, he might perhappes finde out a way to 


cone by the poſleſſion of Agatha, and to haue her in his hands, and 


dat his deuotion. But keeping ſecret his thoughts and meaning, he 
made him anſwer : that true it was, chat he wanted not ſecret com⸗ 
politions to make folkes die with poy ſon, ſo as it could neuer be dil⸗ 


cerned by any Phyſition oz other, whether the cauſe were biolent, oꝛ 


no, but that foꝛ two reſpects he thought it not good to yeeld onto his 


requeſts: the one, foꝛ that P hyſicke nd Phyſitions were appointed 
in che woꝛlde, not to bereue men of their liues, but to pꝛeſerue them, 
and to cure them of ſuch dileaſes, as were dangerous and perillous 
vnto chem: the other, becauſe he did koꝛeſee into what ieoperdie hee 
ſhould put his owne life, whenſoeuer hee ſhoulde diſpoſe hunſelfe to 


woꝛke any ſuch pꝛactiſe, conſidertng how ſeuerely the lawes haue 
pꝛelcribed puniſhments foꝛ ſuch offences, And that it might fall out, 


how warily ſocuer the thing were wꝛought, that by ſame ſeldome oꝛ 


vnlooked foꝛ accident the matter might be diſcouered (as foꝛ the moſt 


part it ſeemes, that God wil haue it) in which caſe he were like to in⸗ 
curre no lefle danger than Gonſales, aud both aſſured, without re⸗ 
miſſion to looſe their liues. And that therefoze he would not foꝛ the 
firft reſpect take vpon him to do that, which was contrary vnto his 


pꝛofeſſion: noꝛ foꝛ the ſecond, hazard his life to ſo certaine a danger, 
to ſo hatefull a thing, as thoſe pꝛactiſes are to all the wozld, 


Gonſales very ſoꝛy to heare his deniall, tolde him that the lawes 


am dueties of friendſhip doeth dilpenſe well enough with a man, 


though foꝛ his friend he ſtraine ſometime his conſcience, And there⸗ 


foꝛe he hoped that he mould not foꝛſake him in a caſe that concerned 
him ſo waightily as chat did. And chat neither of thoſe two reſpects, 
(il they were well conſidered) ought to be able to remooue him from 
hlealuring his friend. F oꝛ that nowadayes, aſwel were they accoun⸗ 
ted and eſteemed Phyſitions, that killed iheir patients, as they chat 
dd cure chem: and becauſe the thiug berry kept ſecteat bettweere 


them 


Gonſales 


them two alone, he needs not to doubt oz feare aup danger of his life |; 
by the law, Foz if it could by any miſchance happen, that hethould |} 
be imputed oꝛ burthened with poyſoning of his wife, he aflured him 
that he would neuer whileſt he had bꝛeath, confeſſe of whome he had 
the poylon, but would rather ſuffer his tongue to be pulled out of i 


his head oz endure any toꝛment that might be deuiſed. 


The ſcholler at the laſt ſeeming to be wonne, by the carneſineſle it 
of his petition, ſaid, that vpon that condition and pz2miſe , of not re⸗ 
uealing him at any time, he would be content, rather to ſhew himſelf | 
friendly vnto him, than a true pꝛofeſſour of his Science, oz an exact 
8 of his conſcience, and that he would doe as he would haue 

un, | i 

And hauing left Gonſales very glad and toyfull, foꝛ that ns pꝛo⸗ 

miſe, he went home, and made a certaine compoſition of mixture of 


powders, the vertue whereof was ſuch, that it woulde make them 
that tooke any quantity thereof to ſleepe ſo ſoundly, that they ſhould 


fo2 the ſpace of two houres ſet me vnto all men to be ſtarke dead. And 5 


the next day he returned to Gonſales, and to deliuer it vnto him, ſay- 


ing: Gonſales, you haue cauſed me to do a thing, J pꝛoteſt J would 
not do it foꝛ mp life: but ſince you may ſee thereby, that J haue re⸗ 


garded moꝛe your friendſhip, than my duety, oꝛ the conſideration of 
that which is honeſt and lawfull: I muft require you eftſoons to re- 
member pour momiſe, and that vou will not declare to any creature 
liuing that you haue had this potſan af me. 


MAhich thing Gonſales very conſtantly vpon his othe did pꝛo⸗ 


miſe him againe, and hauing taken the powder of him, alked him in 


what ſoꝛt he was to vſe it: and he tolde him, that ik at ſapper he did 
calt it there vpon her meate, oꝛ into her bꝛoath, ſhee ſhoulde die that 


night following, without either paine oz toꝛment, oꝛ any grieuous 


accidents, but go away euen as though ſhee were in a ſleepe. That 
euening at ſupper time Gonſal es failed not to put 5 pouder into his | 
wines pottage, who hauing taken it, as ſoone as ſupper was done, 


feeling her ſelfe very heauy and dꝛowſie, went to her chamber, and 


gat her to bed (foz ſhe lay not wich Gonſales, but when he liſt to call Þ 
her, which had beene very ſeldome, ſince he did fall into loue with the 
ſtrumpet) and within an houre after, the operation of the powder | 


tooke ſuch koꝛce in her bodie, that ſhe lay as though ſhe had bin dead, 
and altogether ſenſleffe, Gonſales in like ſoꝛt when he ſaw his time 


went to his bed, ayp lying all that night with a troubled mind, think⸗ 
5 ing 
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and his wife Agarha. 


ing what wauld become of Agatha, and what ſucceſſe his interpꝛiſe 
would take: the mozning came vpon him, befo2e he could once cloſe 
his cies, which berg come, he roie, nat doubting but that he ſhould 
aſſuredly find his wife dead, as Alonſo had pzomiſed him, Aud as 
ſaone as he was vp, he weut out of his houſe, and ſtaied but an houre 
abꝛoad, and then he returned home againe, and aſked his maid, whe⸗ 
ther her miſtres were vp oꝛ no. The maiden made hun anſwer that 
ſhe was pet afleepe : and he making as though he had maruelled at 
her long lying in bed, demanded uf her how it happened that ſhe was 
ſo lluggiſh that moꝛning, contrary to her cuſtome, which was to riſe 
euery monntng by the bꝛeake of the day, and bade her goe and wake 
her, foꝛ he would haue her to giue him ſome thing that lay vnder her 
keyes, The wench accoꝛding to hir maſters commaundement. went 
to her miſtres bed ſide, and hauing called her once oꝛ twice ſomewhat 
ſoftly, when the ſaw the waked not, (he laid her hand vpon her, and 
giuing her a hagge the ſaid withall, Piſtres awake, my maſter cal- 
techfoz pou 2 but the lying fil, and not awaking fo2 all that, the maid 
tooke her by the arme, and beganne to ſhake her good and hard: and 
the not vnderſtanding, neither anſwering, no} ſtirring hand oꝛ foote. 
The madd returned to her maſter, and tolde him that fo2 aught ſhe⸗ 
could do, ſhe could not get her miſtres to awake, Gonſales hearing 
che maid ſay ſo, mas glad in his mind: but faining him elfe to be bu⸗ 

ſied about fomewhat elle, and that he regarded little her ſpeech, hee 
bid her go agame, and ſhake her til ſhe did waken. The maid did ſo, 

and rolled and tumbled her in her bed, and all in vaine: wherefo:e 

conming againe vnto her maſter, ſhe ſaid bnto him, that budouþted- 

ly che did beleeue, that her miſtres his wife was dead, foz ſhee had 

found her very colde, and rolled her vp anddowne the bed, and that 

vet ſhe ſtirred not. CHhat* dead quoth Gonſales, as if he had bin all 
agaſt and amazed. and riſing therewithall, he went to her beds ſide, 

and called her, and ſhaked her, and wꝛoong her by the fingers , and 
did all that might be, as he chaught, to ſee whether the were aliue: 

but ſhe nat feeling any ching chat he did, lay (till like a dead body, 02 

rather like a ſtone. 

(Ubherefoze, when he ſaw his purpoſe had taken ſo good effect, ta 
diſſemble the matter, hee beganne to cry out, and to lament, and to 
deteſt his cruell deſliny, that had ſo ſoone bereaued him of ſo kinde, 
ſo honeſt, and ſa faichfull a wife: and hauing in the ende diſconered 
der body, and finding no ſpat 62 marke, whereby any token 02 2 


Of Gonſales 


of poiſoning; nucht be gathered, as one that would not ſeeme to o⸗ 
mit any office of alouinghuſband, he ſent fo2 the phyſition to looke 
vpon her, who hauing ved ſome ſuch meanes, as hee thought meete 
to make her come to her ſelfe: finally, ſeeing her to remame vnmoue⸗ 
able, and without ſenſe, concluded that ſome ſodaine accident had fa- 


ken her in the night, whereof ſhe had died, and fo2 dead he left her. 


At which his reſolution, though Gonſales were very glad, yet to the 
outward ſhew, declaring himſelfetobe very ſoꝛy, and full of woe 
and heauineſſe, he behaued himſelfe in ſuch cunning ſoꝛt, as he made 
all the woꝛld beleeue, that he would not liue long after her. And ha⸗ 
uing called her friends, and lamented with them her ſodaine death, 
aud his miſfoztune : in fine, he cauſed her funerall to be very ſump⸗ 
tuouſly and honourably pꝛepared, and buryed her in a vaut, which 
ſerued foꝛ a toombe to all his aunceſtours, in à Church ofa frierp, 
that ſtands without the city. 

Alonſo that was very well acquainted wich the place, and had 
himſelfe a houſe not very farre from that friery , went his way the 
ſame night vnto his ſaide houſe, and when he ſawe the tune to ſerue 
koꝛ his purpoſe, he gate him to the vaut oꝛ toombe, wherein Agatha 
was layed, within one of theſe little lanterns, that they call blinde 
lanterns ( becauſe they turne them, and hide their light when they 
liſt.) And becauſe he was a yong man of very good ſtrength, and hay 
brought with him inſtruments of vꝛon to open the toombe , and lift 
vp the ſtone that couered it, he got it open, md hauing vnderpꝛopped 
it ſurely: he went into the vaut, and tooke the woman ſtraitwap in 
his armes, minding to bꝛing her out, and carry her away fo aſleepe 
as ſhe was, But the fozce and the vertue ofthe powder, being finiſh- 
ed and ſpent, as ſoon? as he mooued her, the awoke out of her fleepe, 
and ſeeing her ſelte clad in that ſoꝛt, among ragges end dead bones, 
Ge began to tremble, and to cry: Alas, where am J? o2 who hath 
bought mee hither, wꝛetch that J am: Marp that hath your cruell 
and vnfatthfull huſband, anſwered the ſcholler, who hauing poiloned 
pou, to marrp a common ſtrumpet, hath buried you heere, whither 
I come to trie it by my ſktll J could reuiue you, and call backe your 
ſoule by thoſe remedies, which J had deuiſed vnto your body again: 
which if J could not haue done, as J intended, J was reſolued to 


haue died here by you, and to haue laid my dead body here by pours, 


to reſt vntill the latter day, hoping that my ſpirit ſhould in the meane 
while haue come and enioyed yours, where euer it had beene. But 


lince 
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ſince che heauens haue beene ſo fauourable vnto me, as in this ex⸗ 
treame danger vherem you were, to graunt ſuch vertue vnto the re⸗ 
medies which J haue vſed towardes you, as the which J haue bin 
able to keepe vndiſſolued, your gentle ſpirite with yeur faire bodie. 
J doe hope (my deare) that you will hencefozth conſider what the 
affection of your wicked huſband hath beene towardes yau, and how 
great good witl , and by conſiderattou thereof diſcerue and reſolue 
which of vs two hath beft deſerued to be beloued of you. 

Agatha finding her ſelfe in that ſoꝛt buried in deede, did eaſily 
beleeue the trueth which the ſchaller talde her, and to herlelfe con- 
cluded, that her huſband had ſhewed himlelfe in her behalfe, a man 
of all other moſt cruell and diſſoyall.. Uherefoze turning herſelfto- 
ward the ſcholler, he ſaid unto him: 

Alonſo, J can not deny, but that my huſband hath beene to me. 
not onely vnkinde, but cruell allo, noꝛ I cannot but confeſſe, that pou 
haue declared your ſelte to be moſt louing and aftectioned towardes 
me: and ot foꝛce J muſt acknowledge my ſeife beholding vnto pou, 
of no leſſe than of my life, ſince (alas) J ſee my ſelfe heere among 
dead bodies buried aliue. But foꝛaſmuch as, although my hulband 
haue bꝛoken his vow vnto mee, J haue not yet at any time failed my 
faich to him. J do require you, that it you deſire that J ſhould eſteem; 
this kind and louing offite of yours, as it deſerueth ta be eſtcemed, 
oꝛ make account of this life, which you haue giuen me, you wil haue 
due regard and conſideration ot mine honeſty: and that yott will not 
ly offering me any villany (which neuerthelefle J can not any waie 
miſdoubt, where J haue alwaies found ſo much and ſo great courte⸗ 
ſie ) make thts your curteous and pttifull act to be leſſe commendable 
and p2atſe-wozthy than it is. Which, if you do bꝛidle pour vnlawful. 
and ſenſuall appetite and deſire, wil remaine the moſt vertuous and 
worthy of honoꝛ and fame, that euer curteous gentleman hath done 
fo à miſerable woman. ſince the wozld began. 

Alonſo failed not with effectuall and manifeff arguments to per⸗ 
ſwade her, that her huſband had nowe no moꝛe right o2 title vnto her: 
at all, and that although hee had, pet if ſhe were wiſe, ſhee ſhould: 
not commit her lelfe to his curteſie again, ſince by this moꝛtal token, 
he had giuen her a ſufficient teſtimony of his rancoꝛ, and euil will to⸗ 
wards her, whereby ſhe might well enough be aſſured not to eſcape, . 
whenſoeuer ſhe ſhould reſolue to put her ſelfe againe into his hands: 


and that therefoze ſhee was not to make any account of him, but to; 
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ſhew her lelfe thankefull foz ſo great a benefite as ſhee hadrecemed, 
and to requite him fo with her fauour and curteſie, as hee might now 
in the ende attaine to gather the fruit of his long and conſtant good 
will, and of his trauell ſuſtained foꝛ the ſafegard of her life. And 
with thoſe wo2des bending himſelfe toward her, he would haue ta⸗ 
ken a kiſſe of her lippes. But Agatha thzuſtinghiw backe, ſaid vn⸗ 
to him againe. Ik my hulband ( Alonſo) haue bꝛoken thoſe bandes 
where with J was knit vnto him by matrynony, thzough his wicked 
and lewd demeanour, yet haue not J fo2 my part diſſolued them, 
neither will J at any time, ſo long as J ſhal liue. As foꝛ connnitt ing 


my ſelfc vnto his curteſie, oꝛ going any moꝛe into his handes, there⸗ 1 


in I thinke it good to follow your aduiſe: not that J woulde be vn- 
willing to liue and dwell with him, if J might hope to finde him bet⸗ 
ter diſpoſed: but becauſc J would be loath to fall eftſoones into the 
like danger and grieuous peril. And as fo2 requiting you, fo2 this 
pour commendable trauell in my behalfe , J knowe not what better 
recompence J am able to giue you , than to reſt bound vnto you fo2 
euer, and to acknowledge my ſelfe beholding vnto pour curteſie foꝛ 
my life : which obligation if it may ſatiſfte pou, J will be as glad 
and as wel contented, as J may be in this miſerable ſtate wherein J 
am. But if your meaning perchance be, that the lofle of mine hone⸗ 
ſty ould be the reward and hire foꝛ your paines, J doe beſeech you 
to depart hence ont ofthis toombe, and to leaue me here incloſed, fo2 
IJ had rather die here thug buried quicke , thzough the cruelty of mp 
huſband , thanthzongh any ſuch compaſſion oz pity to ſane mp life, 
with the loſſe of mine honour and good name. 

The ſcholler by thoſe woꝛdes perceiued well enough the honeſt 


diſpoſit ion of Agatha, which he wondered at, conſtdermg that the 


terrour of death it ſelfe was not able once to moone her from her 
faithfulneſſe and conſtancie of mind. And though it were grieuous 
to him to finde her ſo ſtedfaſt, yet hoping that by time in the ende hee 
might ouertome her chaſte t honeſt purpoſe, anſwered:that he could 
not but comend her foꝛ her diſpoſitton, thogh he deſerted a kinder re⸗ 
compente of his long and feruent loue, c ſhe a moꝛe louing and faith⸗ 
ful huſband. But ſince ſhe was ſo reſolucd, he would frame hunſelfe 
to be content with what ſhe would, and not craue of her any thing 
that ſhee woulde not willingly graunt him to haue. And therewith 
helping her out ol the ſepulchze , hee led her home vnto his houſe, 
aud left her there with an olde woman that kept his houſe, to * 
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andhis wife Agarha. 


he recommended her, and whoſe helpe he was aſſured of, to diſpoſe 
| the he gen of Agatha towards him, and the next mozning returned 
Sonſales after a fem dayes, ſeeming not to be able to liue with- 
cut a wife to take care ol his familie, wedded that honeſt dame Aſel- 
giua, and made her miltres ofhiniſcite and all that he had. This his 
new marriage ſo ſoone contriued, cauled the friends of Agatha to 
maruell not a little, and to mildoubt that the ſodaine death of their 
kinſwoman, had not happened without ſome myſterie. Neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe, hauing no token noꝛ euidence oꝛ pꝛoofe, they held their peace. 
But Gonlales hauing his deſired purpole, and liuing with his newe 
uwile, it befell vnto him (thꝛough Gods iuſt iudgement with this his 
iolly dame) as it chanced to Agatha with him befoꝛe. Foz Aſelgia 
that was neuer woont to feede with ſo ſpare a diet, as ſhee that had 
neuer been contented befoze without great change, no2 had not been 
pled to that kind of ſtraitneſſe (which Gonſales growing iealous of 
her, began to keepe her in) but had alwaies liued at libertie, and with 
ſuch licenciouſneſſe, as women of her p2ofeſſion are woont to da, be⸗ 
tame in ſhoꝛt ſpace to ſhew her leife ſo pꝛeciſe vnto him, and to hate 
and abhoꝛre him in ſuch extreame ſoꝛt, that ſhe could not abide to ſee, 
dn heare him ſpoken of , By occaſion of which her demeanour to⸗ 
wards him: Gonſales to his griefe began at laſt to knowe and viſ- 
terne what difference there is betweene the honeſt and carefull loue 
bok an honeſt wife, and the diſſembling ok an arrant ſtrumpet. Wher- 
| foze one day among the reſt, complaining of the litle loue which hee 
pverteiued ſhe bare him, and the anfwering him thwartly, Gonſales 
falling into heate of choller, ſaide angerly vnto her: haue J (thou 
naughtie- packe) poiſoned Agatha foz thy lake, that was the kindeſt 
and the louing eſt wife that euer man had, and is this the reward J] 
haue and the requitall thou peeldeſt me, to ſhew thy ſelfe euery day 
= moze deſpightfull and crabbed than other: Aſelgia hauing heard 
him and noted well his woꝛds, tooke holde of them , aud ſtraight⸗ 
wap thought that ſhe had found the wap ts rid her felfe of Gonſales: 
| wherfozeſhereugiledhis ſpeeches vuto a ribald of hers,fuch a one as 
(applied her want of that which Gonſales alone noz ten ſuch as bee 
gere able to ſatiſty her withal, ⁊ induced him to appeach hun foꝛ that 
fact, aſſuring her lelle that the lawe would punich him with no leſle 
7 12 death. & thereby ſhe ta re maine at kbertie to dos what ſhe liſt a; 
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vpon his owne woꝛdes vnto the friends ol Agatha, who hauing had 
halfe a ſuſpition thereof befoꝛe, went aud accuſed him like wile be- 
foze the Judge, oꝛ head Magiſttate of the Citie. A hereupon Gon- 
ſales and his woman were both appꝛehended and put to their exami⸗ 
nations, to ſearch out the trueth: which Gonſales being halfe con- 
uicted by the confeſſion of the gentle peate his new wife , but chieffy 
greeued with the woꝛme of his owne conſcience , and to auotd the 


- rozment of thoſe terroꝛs which he knew were pꝛepared fo him, con- 


feſſed flatly, affirming that he had poyſoned her with a poyſon which 
he had kept of long time befoꝛe in his houſe , perfozmtng pet therein 
the pꝛomiſe which hee had made vnto the Scholler. And vpponhis 
ove confeſſion, ſentence was giuen againſt him that heſhould looſe 
vis head. Alonſo, when he vnderſtood that Gonſales was candem- 
ned to die, was very glad cherot, ſuppoſing that he being once dead, 
Agatha (who all this while fo2 any thing that the old woman could 
{ap oꝛ alltadge vnto her in the behalfe of Alonſo, would neuer peeld 
02 conſent to any one point whercin her hono ur might haue been tou⸗ 


ched oꝛ ſpotted)ſhould remaine at his diſcretion, & that ſhe would no 
tonger refuſe to graunt him her good will when ſhe ſhould ſee her ſelf' Þ 


deliuered of Gonſales , But the day being come wherein he was 
to be put to execution, ſhe hauing had intelligence of all that had pal⸗ 
ſed, and knowing that he was appointcd to die that day, determined 
with her ſelke that ſhee would in that extremitie deliuer her diſloy all 
huſband, and give him to vnderſtand how little ſhee had deſerued to 


be ſo entreated by him as ſhe had been. (Aherekoze hauing gotten 


aut of Alonſo his houſe, ſhee hied her vnto the Citie as faſt as ſhee 
could, and beingcbefoze the Juſtice o2 Magiſtrate ſhe ſam vnto him. 


Dir, Gonſales whom you haue condemned and commaunded to be 


pnt to death this day, is mongfully condemned : foꝛ it is not true 
that he hath poiſoned his wife, but thee ts pet aliue, and J am ſhee. 
Therefoze J beſeech you to giue oꝛder that execution map be ſtaied, 


fince that your ſentence is grounded vppon a falſe enfoꝛmation and ; 


confeflion is vniuſt, and you may plainly diſcerne by me being here. 


When the Gouernour heard Agatha ſpeake in this ſozte, whom f 
he had thought to haue been dead and buried hee was all amazed and 


halfe afrayd to looke vpon her, doubting that ſhe was rather her ſpi⸗ 
rite o2 ghoſt, oꝛ ſome other in her likeneſſe than a liuely woman in⸗ 


deede: fo: ſhe was apparelled in a very plame and blacke attire, an? 
was bery wan and pale by reaſon of the affliction which ſþee had in⸗ 
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and his wife Agatha. 


_ Firſt, koꝛ Her owne ill foꝛtune, and then fo the miſchance of 
and, 

In this meane while the ſergeantes and officers had bzought 
Gonſales befsze the Juſtice oz Magiſtrate, to the end that hee (ac⸗ 
tor ding to the cuſtome of the Citie) ſhould giue them commaimde⸗ 
ment to leade him to che place ot exerution, and there to kullill his 
ſentence vpon him. But as ſoone as Agatha perceiued him, ſhe ran 

| vnto him, and taking him about the necke and kiſſing him ſhee ſaid, 
Alas mp deare huſband, whereunto doe J ſee you hꝛought through 
pour owne folly and diſoꝛdinate appetite which blinded pour iudge⸗ 
ment? Behold heere your Agatha alive and not dead: who euen in 
that extremitie is come to ſhewe her ſelfe , that louing and faithfull 
” wife vnto you, that ſhe was euer. 
The iultice oꝛ gouernour ſeeing this ftrange accident, cauſed exe⸗ 
tution to be ſtated, and ſigniſted the whole cauſe vnto the loꝛd of the 


Countrep, who at that time chanced to be at Sciuill, who wondzing 


| noleſſe than the other ar the matter, cauſed both Gonſales and his 
ite to be bꝛought befoze him, and demaunded of them howe it had 


| 5 chanced that ſhee hauing bin buried foꝛ dead was nowe found aliue: 
GSonſales could ſap nothing but that foꝛ the loue he bare vnto Aſe l- 
| gia hehad poyſoned his wife, and that he knew not how ſhee was re⸗ 


| uined againe, But Agatha, declared hom that the ſcholler with his 


, N : ſkill had deliuered her from death, and reſtoꝛed her life vnto her, but 


| how, oꝛ by what meanes ſhe could not tell, 
The loꝛd hauing ſent foꝛ Alonſo, and demaunded him of the 


| trueth,was certified by him, how that in ſteed of poyſonhe had giuen 


to Gonſales a powder to make her ſleepe: Aﬀirming likewiſe that 
notwithſtanding the long and earneſt purſuite, which he had made 


„to obtaine her loue, and the crueltie and iniury which ſhee ſawe her 
phulband had vſed toward her, to put her in that daunger and perill 


ok her life, out of which he had deliuered her, yet could he neuer hy 
anp perſwaſton oz intreatie wume her to fulfill his deſire, oꝛ hing 


her to make bꝛeach of her faith and honeſtie. By which repoꝛte the 


loꝛd knew very well, that in an honeſt woman the regard and reſpect 


| f of her honour and chaſtitie, doth karre exceede any other paſſion, foꝛ 
mie miſerie be it neuer ſo great. And commending highly the loue 


and conſtancie of the woman toward her huſband, and pꝛayſing the 
| pollicie of Alonſo , hee turned himlelfe vnto Gonſales, and ſaibe 
| vncohim; Full euill haſt thay deſcrued to haue ſo good, and 5 
; = vertuou 
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bertitous a Sentlewoman to thy wife, aud in reaſon Ge ought now 
rather to be Alonſo his wife than thine: either wert thou woꝛthy 
of leſſe than that pumiſhment , which the lawe hath condemned thee 
vnto, though ſhe be yet aliue, Fnce thou, as much as mthee lay, haft 
done, to bereue her ofher life. But J am content that her vertue and 


goodneſſe, ſhall ſo much be auaileable vnto thee, that thou ſhalt haue 
thy life ſpared vnto thee foꝛ this time: not fo2 thy owne ſake, becauſe 
thou deſerueſt it not, but foꝛ hers, and not to giue her that ſozrowe 
and griefe, which J know ſhee would feele, if thou ſhouldeſt die in 
that ſoꝛt. But J fweare vnto thee , that if euer J may vnderſtand 
that thou doeſt vie her hencefo2th, otherwiſe than louingly and kind: 
Ip, J wil make thee to thy greeuous paine pꝛoue how ſfuerelp J can 
puniſh ſuch beaſtly and hemous facts, to the example of all others, 
Gonſalesimputing her koꝛmer offence,to want of wit and iudge⸗ 
ment, made pꝛomiſe vato the Lom, that hee would alwaties doe as 
he had commandedhim , And accozdingly hauing fozſaken cleane 
the baggage ſtrumpet, that hee had wedded: He lined all the reſt of 
his dates in good loue and peace with Agatha his wife, whole chaſte 
and conſtant minde, cauſed Alonſo where befoꝛe he loued her fo2 her 
exterioꝛ beautie, euer after to reuerence her, and in maner to woꝛſhip 
her as a deume creature, fo2 the extellencie af her vertue. Reſoluing 
with himſelle that a moꝛe conſtant faith an d houeft diſpolition coylp 
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The Argument of the ſeuenth Hiſtorie. 


Aramanthus ſonnets Rodericke king of Toloſis , being borne þ 
Leper,wa; ſent by his fathet tothe Ihe of Candie for * ; 
an 


nat be found in anie moꝛtall woman, | 
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and by 4 tempeſt at theSea , the ſpippe Was driven into Turkde, 
Where ſhe Was caſt away, and no man ſaued but the child, which 
was taken vp by 4 poore fiſherman.and 22 as his owne ſons 
and afterwardes ſeruing the Turke in his warres, (hewed him- 
ſelfe ſo politicke , that theturkeby his onely aduiſe, incroched 
much vpon the Chriſtians, and in fine, by his meane the Citic of 
Toloſia was talen, his father put in priſon, and how in the end 
he was knowen to be the ſonne of Rodericke, 


Shall not neede by any long circumſtanee 
to deſcribe how many troubles, tumults, 
„ bhoiles, bzabbles, murthers, treaſons, 
N Howe kingdomes haue been diſturbed, 
J How many countries laid waſte, How, 
| many cities haue been ſacked, How ma: 
| x2) ny townes haue been raled, and how ma- 
— mnie miſchiefes haue euer happened ſince. 
the firlt creation of the woꝛlde, vntill this pꝛeſent day, by that mon⸗ 
ſtrous vice Ambition. Conſidering that euery hiſtoꝛie maketh men⸗ 
tion, euerie Chꝛonicle beareth recoꝛd, and euery age, time, and ſea- 
ſon, hath ſeene with their eyes, and this our tale that followeth ſhalt. 
ſomething maketh moꝛe euident. 
There was ſometime remaining in the famous Citie of Tolo⸗ 
ſia a woꝛthy king, whoſe name was Rodericlce: who was ltkewile 
eſpouſed to a moſt vertuous queene called Iſabell , and truely a 
happy court it might be called, which they held, afwell fo2 the loue. 
that was betweene the king and queene , as foꝛ the vertue and cle- 
mencie, wherwith both the one and the other were a ed, 
There was rematmng1tn the court, the vitke of Caria : who was 
the onely bꝛother of Rodericke king of Toloſia, This duke being a 
great deale moꝛe vitious than his b2other was vertuoys , pzactiled 
no other thing, but hom hee might come by the kingdome of Tolo⸗ 
fla: Knowing that there were no moze betweene him and it but the 
king, who loued him moꝛe deerely by a great deale than he deleruey; . 
But it fell. out the queene Iſabel] was knowen tobe with childe, 
the duke verie loth that anie other heires ſhould ſteppe in betweene 
him and home, deuiſed to poiſon the queene , and ſo had thought to 
haue done, by as manie as the king ſhuld haue taken to wife (il at a- 
nie time they pꝛoued to be * : but by the W 
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God, this poiſon tooke no great effect in the queene, ſauing that 
when ſhee was deliuered of a ſonne, the childe was found to be in a 


notable lepꝛoſie, and the king hauing intelligence of an excellent phi⸗ 
ſition, (but eſpecially fo2 the curing of that diſeaſe) was remaining 


in the Jle of Candie , pꝛepared a ſhippe pꝛeſently to ſend the childe 
which by the extremitie of a contrarie winde, was iuen into Tur⸗ 
kie, and the ſhippe caſt away vppon the maine, and all the men 
dꝛowned excepting the childe , which being in a cradle was carried 
to the ſhoare as it late . There a ficherman found it, with ſuch 
ſumptuous farnitures about it, with a very rich iewell hanging a- 
bout the necke. Me tooke it vp in his armes, and carrying it home, 
with bathes and homely oyntmentes of his owne deuiſing, within a 
very little ſpace, the childe was reſtozed to perfect health : whom he 
called Aramanthus , and bꝛought him vp as his owne ſonne, the 
childe knowing no other indeede, but that the fiſherman had been 
his father, and as Aramanthus grew in yeares, ſo he pꝛooued of a 


: 
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verie camely perſonage, but of a mo ſt excellent and perfic wit, al⸗ 


though hee had no other training vp, but vſev to goe to the ſea with 
Now it fell out that the turke was leuying a mightie armie, to 
ſet vpon the Chꝛiſtiaus, the cauſe was this, he had two childꝛen, x 
ſonne and a daughter, the daughter her name was Florella, whoſe 
beauty was very extellent, and minding to match his daughter with 
ſome noble Pzince, he pꝛetended that ſuch countries, cities townes, 
taſtles, fta, oꝛ whatſoeuerhe could by conqueſt get from the Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians, to giue them all foꝛ his daughters dowyy. 
Aramanthus hearing of this pꝛeparation to the warres , would 
needs become a ſouldioꝛ, wherat his father the fiſherman was great- 
Iy difplealed, and began to pzeach vnto his ſonne ofthe incommodi⸗ 
ties of war, and with how many nnſeries ſouldioꝛs are beſieged, A. 
ramanthus whoſe baſeneſſe ofhis bʒinging vp, coulde not conceale 
the nobilitie of his birth, would in no wile be perſwaded but go he 
would, and being pꝛeſſed foꝛ an oꝛdinarie ſouldiour, when he came to 
the place of ſeruice, ſhewev himſelf ſo haliant, and in very ſhoꝛt ſpace 
became to be ſo expert, that that captain vnder whoſe enſigne he ſer⸗ 
ued, bare away the credit from all the reſt: and in the end was him⸗ 
ſelfe pꝛeferred ta charge, which he gouerned with ſo great diſcretion, 
and ſtill conducted with ſuch celeritie and ſleight, that who but Ara- 


manthus and his company had the only name thzoughout the turkes | 
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campe,* where there was any attempt to be giuen, where valiancie 
ſhould be ſhowen, Aramanthus he muſt giue the charge, and where 
any pollicy muſt be put in pꝛactiſe, Aram thus he muſt lay the plot: 
that to be ſhoꝛt, he grew into ſuch credit with the great turke hunſelk, 
that Aramanthus only gaue him counſaile in al his affaires, there- 
withall had ſo good ſucceſſe, that his pꝛactiſes till pꝛeuailed, came 
to happy end, that the turke by his aduiſe, had done wonderful ſpoils 
vpon the chꝛiſtians, had taken from them many cities, townes, and 
Hꝛouintes. And thus leauing them in the wars foꝛ a ſeaſon, J will 
conuay my tale againe to 1ſabell queene and wife to Rodericke, 
who was now the ſecond time knowen to be with chile, whereat the 
Duke of Carta being wonderfully wꝛoth pꝛetending to find a quick 
diſpatch foꝛ altogither. he ſecretly accuſed the queene of adulterie, to 
the king his bꝛother, and with ſuch,alleg;ations, and falſe witneſſes 
as he had pꝛouided, ſo infozmed the king that his tale was credited: 
and the rather foꝛ that the king knowing his queene to be with childe 
did thinke himlelfe too far ſpent iu yeares, to do ſuch. a deed, And pet 
the king was repleniſhed with lo great pitie, that he could not endure: 
to heare of her death: he therefoze by a meſſenger, commuanded her 
pꝛeſently to depart the court:and in paine of her life, neuer after ta 
come in his pꝛeſence. Theſe newes did monderkul amaze the queene, 
who hath many piteous interceſſions, deſired to know her acruſers, 
and that ſhe might but ſpeake foꝛ her ſelfe befoze his Maieſtie, and 
then as he ſhould finde her, to vſe her accoꝛding to her deſertes. But 
all tu vaine, fo2 the duke had ſo thꝛoughly incenſed the king, that hee 
would neither abide to ſee, noꝛ heare her, The duke vnderſtanding 
how matters had paſſed, came to the queene, and ſeemed much to la⸗ 
ment her eaſe , perſwading her to hold her ſelfe contented fo a little 
ſeaſon, not don bting but in time, that hee himſelfe would ſo per⸗ 
{wade with his bꝛother, and that ſhe ſhould be heard to ſpeake in her 
owne detence, in the meane ſeaſon, if it pleaſedher to vſe to his honle 
in the country hee would pꝛouide fo her all manner of neceſſaries, 
whatſoeuer ſhe ſhould want, and foꝛ her better comfoꝛt, if ſhe had az 
ny aſſured friend, whoſe companie ſhe deſired, that ſhe might ſecret⸗ 
ly ſend fo2 them, to hold her feſfowſhip., and to paſſe the time: and 
that hee himſelfe would many times vilite her, and dayly infozme 
— hom matters did paſſe in that behalle, with the king his bzo- 


The 2e queene, thinking all had pꝛoceeded of good will, 
pooꝛe q „ th 2 P20 which 
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which this trapto) had pꝛoffered, gaue him moze than a thouſany 
thankes, repoſing her ſelfe, and the innotencie of her cauſe, onely in 


this Judas, who pꝛactiſed nothing elſe but her death, and the death 


of that ſhe went withall. 


The next day hee pꝛouided a couple of ruffians , ſuch as he knew 
were foꝛ his purpoſe , which ſhould haue ſecretly conueied her to the 


dukes houles(as ſhe had thought) but as the duke had willed th?, as 
they rode ouer a F oꝛreſt, when they came to the ſide of a woode, 
they took her krõ her hoꝛſe, ſpoyled her of ſuch things as viere about 
her, and minded to haue killed her, and thzowen her in ſome bush: 
But it fell out that there mere certaine banniſhed men in the woode, 
which liued in that deſart in maner of Outlawes, and hearing the pi⸗ 
tious complaint of the Queene, they came to her reſcue, but 
the villames that woulde haue flaineher, perceiuing them, fled, 
and left the queene, where theſe Outlawes came vnto her: vn⸗ 
to vhom from point to point ſhee declared euerie thing, how 
it was happencd vnto hcr : the Outlawes hautng great compal: 
ſion, when they knewe her to be the queene, fo2 that they had euer 
heard her to be nobly repoꝛted on, bꝛought her with them to their 
Cane, where they miniſtred ſuch reltefe to her diſtreſſe, as men 
might doe that were in their eſtates. The queene thinking that God 
had pꝛeſerued her life, to ſome better purpoſe contented her ſelfe foꝛ 
a ſeaſon, to remaine amongſt them: Where the learned to play the 
Cooke, and to dꝛeſſe their meate, ſuch as they bꝛought in, oꝛ coulde 
pꝛouide foꝛ in the Foꝛreſt. And thus leauing the queene with theſe 
Qutlawes, J will returne againe to ſpeake of Aramanthus, who 
was now deuiſing to frame a plot, how he might betray the Citie of 
Toloſtia, whereof his father was king, as vou haue heard. 

Foz the turke hauing intelligence, of the plealantneſſe of this 
Citie, and of the wonderfull wealth and riches, wherewith it did a⸗ 
bound, and therewithall had learned, that it was of ſuch foꝛce and 
imiinſible ſtrength, that there was no maner of hope, howe it might 
be ſubdued, whereat the turke was verie ſoꝛrowfull and ſad. 

But my poong Fiſherman Aramantlius, whoſe cunning neuer 
failed, where courage could not helpe, cauſed þ turke with his whole 
armie by Sea, to come befoꝛe this Citie, which is ſcituate faſt vpon 
the ſea ſide, + there to come to an anker, where Aramanthus himſelf, 
as a meſſenger appointed from the turk, came to p king of Toloſta, 
to whom hee told this tale: That the turke his maſter, hauing be 
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in diuers parts of chiſtenvome » where he had made warres along 
ſpace, and vpon diners conſiderations , minding to depart with his 
army, into his owne countrey fo2 ſeaſon, and being bponthe ſeas : 
one night as he was lying vpon his bev,behald, a viſion appeared to 
him in a dzeame, which ſhewed him how grieuouſly he had offended 
the God of the chꝛiſtians, in the perſecuting, ſpopling, aud the mur- 
thering of them, as he had done in this iourny, and fo2 that he ſhould 
know, that the chꝛiſtian God, was the moſt high and almightie God 
indeede, whome with his tyꝛanny he had fo diſpleaſed, he ſhoulde be 
creepled of all his limmes from that time fooꝛth, till his dying day, 
which ſhould very ſhoꝛtly followe: with this he awaked, and giuing 
a piteous grone, ſuch as was about him comming vnto him, found 
him in a wonderfullmaze, and ſo denummed in all his partes, that 


he was not able to ſtir hand noꝛ tote. The next day calling his coun- 
* ſellers and captaines about him, not able of him ſelfe to come 
kooꝛch amongeſt them, but as hee was bꝛought out of his cabbin on 


mens backes, hee declared vnto them the whole circumſtaunce of 


the pꝛemiſſes, and being ſtriken with a woonderkull remozſe in con- 
& ſcience, hee determined to ſaile backe againe, not minding to de⸗ 
part from out thoſe parts of chꝛiſtendome, till hee had made ſatiſfac- 
tion ok all ſuch ſpoyles and outrages, as hee had committed againſt 


the Chꝛiſtians, and himſelfe with his whole army to become chꝛiſt⸗ 
ned, and there to be inſtructed in the true and perfect faith: and as he 
continued this determination, beholde, a contrary winde hath dꝛiuen 
bs on theſe partes, where hearing of the fame of this noble citie of 
Toloſia, hee hath ſent mee vnto pour Gꝛace, deſiring nothing but 


| pour ſafeconduct fo2 himſelf, and certaine of his chief loꝛds and coun- 


ſelloꝛs that be about him, that in this noble city they might be bapti- 


| 3ed,and receiue the chꝛiſtian faith, pꝛomiſing hereafter, notonely to 


ioyne in league, and perfect amitie with the chꝛillians, but alſo to 


lincke with themin religion, himlelfe, his countries, kingdomes and 
pꝛouinces. 


This tale was not ſo ſmoothly tolde, but there was great doubt 


and ſuſpition had in the matter: in the ende, thinking they coulde re⸗ 


ceiue no pꝛeiudice, by receiuing of ſo ſmall a number, gaue ſafecon⸗ 
dite foꝛ the Turke himſelt, and fo2 fiue hunden at his companp, ſuch 


as it pleaſed himſelfe to appoint, 


The next day, the Turke was bꝛoght into tlie city on mens Goul. 


| ders with his appointed company, where he was waozthdy received 
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laceof purpoſe, very richly furni ſhed, where being layd downe vpon 
a bed,as though he had bin able neither to ſtandno? fat , and giumg Þ 
the king, with the reft of his company great thankes fo2 his enter⸗ 
tainment, he deſired him with the duke his bzother (accozding to the 
cuſtome ) to be his godfathers when he ſhould be chꝛiſtned, to which 


requeſt they both willingly agreed: the next day the Turke himlelfe Þ 
was the firlk that receiued chaiſtendom, aud then all the reſt of his no⸗ 
ble men that were with him, the which being finiſhed, many govly ex- | 
hoztations were pꝛeached to them by learned men. The Turke ſee: | 


med in very gratefull maner to take this curteſie, wherwith the king 
had vſed him: and thus taking his leaue,himſelf, with al his compa: Þ 
ny,departed againe abooꝛd the ſhips: the turke himſclfe being caried Þ 
vpon mens hacks, making ſhew as if he had bin fo feeble and weake, | 
that he had not bin able to haue ſtirred any one ioynt without helpe, 
faining that he would haue departed with his company into Turky. 

The king of Toloſia with al his people and citizens, ſeeing with 
what deuotion the turke with the reſt ol his company, had receiued |! 
chꝛiſtendome, beganne to thinke aſſuredly, that onely by the pzout- 
denee of God, the turke was ſo conuerted, and doubted nothing of | 
the tale which Aramanthus befoze had tolde them, which turned in 
the ende vnto their vtter fitbuerfion, Foxthe next day Aramanthus 


tomming againe to the king, bꝛought woꝛd of the death of the turke, | 


and with a piteous diſcourſe vttered, with a number of fained ſighs, 


ſaide : that about twelue of the clocke the night aft paſt, the turke | 


deceaſed, and-deſired at the houre of his death that as in this woꝛthie 
citie, he had receiued the true and catholike faith, ſo likewiſe that hee 
might be intoombed, and receiue chꝛiſtian buriall in the cathedꝛall 
church, to the which he had given by his will foꝛty thouſand franks, 
moe to the common treaſure of the citie, an hundꝛed thouſand | 
frankes, to the king himſelfe as a pꝛeſident of his good will, a rich 
iewell which himſelke did weare of great eſtimation to the duke his | 
Mother, his own armoꝛ & furniture, Item, tothe reliete ofthe pooꝛe 
within the city tenne thouſand frankes. Many other things (quoth 
Aramanthus) he hath bequeathed that J haue not ſpoken of, the 
— GDD willing, ſhall in due time be perfourmed ta the vtter⸗ 
The king ſeemed greatly to lament the death of the turke, and 


beganne to coniecture aſſuredly, that it was the will of God but to 


pꝛeſerue 
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preſerve his life, til he had receiued chziſfendome, but the time of his 


« || buriall was deferred an certaine dayes, till things might be pou: 


ded, and moꝛe ready foꝛ the pompe and ſolemnizing of his funerall, 


: 1 and wonderfull coſt was beſtowed by Aramanthus, who had the 


| onely oꝛdering ofthe matter, hoping in the ende toreceiue the whole 
= commodify, and allo to be rewarded with a large and bount#ull in- 
tereſt. The day of burial being at hand, Aramanthus deſired the 


d- king,thatfozaſmuch as the turke had finiſhed his days in the middeſt 
ol his army amongſt his ſonldiers, that he might likewiſe be buried 
e: like a noble captaine, and accoꝛding to the manner of the field : hee 


might be bꝛought to his graue with certaine bands trailing their 


x. weapons, as the cuſtome of ſouldiers is to bury their dend. This 


© requeſt ſeemed to be very conuenient, and therfoze was the readilier 


ed Þ graunted: but what ſhould J ſtand with long circumſtance to dilci⸗ 


pher al the ceremonies that were vſed in this treaſon, The day was 


come that this practiſemuſtbe put in be, and an empty coffin ſo- 


lemnly bꝛought into the city, vnder ſhewe of great ſoꝛrowe, when 
they were all filled wich great ioy and gladnelle, to ſee what happy 


li- fucceſle was liketo followe of that they had pꝛemeditate d, and acco2- 


ans, where they 


ding as Aramanthus had giuen oꝛder, ſiue thouſa nd of their choice 
men were appointed to march, the one halfe befoze, and the other 
| halfe after the coffin, trailing their enligns and weapons, and in this 
mauer they entred the citie, where the king with his nables and pꝛin⸗ 
cipalles of the city were ready in mourning weedes to fun 
uen, and he himlelle was the firft chat lapde handen ok the Ning his 
father, the veſt of his nobles were ſa encloſed , that there coulve not 
| oneof them Tg. Defence there was none to be made, foxche on? 


ie were ina 

; Ert e other lde vnxꝛouided, glad tohme the 
ſelues fo? the 5 of their lives : the reſt of the fleete were like⸗ 
| wiſe inareadinefſe, and comming aland, entred the titie, where there 
was no man to repulſe them, And thus the famous citie ol Toloſia 
was taken by the Turkes, euen in a mament, - without aw:man- 
ner ot reſiſtance: the churches andpiſons-were, fillewfult of chutt- 
were whipped, racked and tozmented to the death, 
vnleſle they would foꝛ ſake their faich. The king himſelfe with his 
8 lozdes, were committed to pꝛiſon, there to be 


fed with mead and water (and pet to he. ſcauted miih ſuch nat 
allowance, 


es _ 
a — * — 0 


2 
— 8 
0 — K — WE 


IV ow i Mi. - a ACL 3 
_ 
e 
£ - | 


Of Aramanthus. i 
allowance, as it was not able to ſuffice nature) and ſo to I dieted, | 
Now the Turke, who onely by the meanes of Aramanthus had 
conquered from the chꝛiſtians ſo many cities and townes,fo2 the loue 
he b are vnto him, and inreſpect of his ſernice , determined to make 
Aramznthus his ſoune in lawe, and to giue him his daughter Flo- 
rella fox his wife: and foꝛ her dowie, ali ſuch parts as he had taken 
from the chꝛiſlians by tonqueſt: and vnderſtanding that the father or 
Aramanthus was but a pooze fiſherman, hee pꝛetended likewiſe to 
make him a duke, and to giue him lining to maintaine his eſtate, The 
Turke therefoze with al poſſible ſpeed haſted ineſſengers with ſhip- Þ 
ping to bꝛing his daughter,with the olde fiſherman, the ſuppoſed fa- 
ther of Aramanthus to this city of Toloſia,where he minded to per⸗ 
fopme thathe had determined. ; 


= = aa mo nay © on Ga. ms. SH as: 


Now it fell out, that the miſerable Queene Tabel1(whom you |} * 
haue heard was left with childe, remaining with certaine out- laws) 4 
was deliueredof a daughter, which ſhee her ſelfe nurſed in the caue, | 


where ſhe hadretnained, and hearing that the Turke had taken the 
city of Toloſia, would needes goe fee what was become ofthe king 
her huſband : her daughter which was not yet fully ayeereolde, the IÞ 
committed to the out-lawes to be foſtered with ſuch homely iun⸗ 
kets as they could pꝛouide, who ſeeing her determination, pꝛomiſev 
to die nurle the fo well as they could, till ſhe ſhould make re: Þ 
turne. Thus pꝛeparing her ſeffe in a very ſimple attire, with abun: 
dle of Bzoomes on her head, ſhe came to the city of Taloſta , where 
roming vp and downe the ſtreetes to ſell her bzoomes, the learned all 
chat han happenedto the king, and huwe he was ready to periſh fa: 
want ot foode and ſirffenance : wherefoze) minding to gine ſich ſuc⸗ 
tours, as her abilitie would ſerue: ſhe deutfevin the manner ofa 
pooze leruantto get into the letuite of the Turke, who was the gao: 
ler, and had the cuſtody of the king, where euery night, as opoztuni- | 
tie would ſerue, the conueied to himthiough a grate, ſich fragments | 
as ſhe ſparedout of her owne belly, which were very ſhoꝛt, and there⸗ 
withallmuchmoze homely, bur ſomething the better to amend his 
cheere: She monte leane herſelle cloſe to the grate, ond thuſting in 
her teat betweenetheyzons, the king learned agatne tu ſucke , and 
thus ſhee dieted him a long ſeaſon. Neither wilt the king what ſhee | 
was that beſtowed on him ſo great grace and goodnefle : pet he blel⸗ 
ed her mozerhan athouland times a day. And alchough there were 
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mary ofhis company that died foꝛ want of ſuſtenance, yet he againe 
with theſe banquets recoueredhimleife, and began to waxe ſtrong, 
TUhereat the turke beganne to ſuſpect ſome partiality in the gaoler, 
and cauſed a pꝛiuy watch to be kept: but Iſabel ſuſpectingnothing, 
accozding to her accuſtomed manner, at night when it was varke 
came to her nurſerie, where her oꝛder that ſhe ſo long vſed, was el⸗ 
pied, and being appꝛehended by the watch, the next day ſhe was pꝛe⸗ 
ſented vnto the Turke, and in what manner they had found her, 
whereat the turke wonderfully agrieued, ſware by Mahound him⸗ 
ſelfe, that ſhe ſhould pꝛeſently be toꝛtured with the greateſt toꝛments 


b. thatmightbedeuiſed, And in the middeſt of his fürie, wozde was 


boughthim that his daughter Flore lla, with the fiſherman that was 
father to Aramanthus wer: arriued, and ready to pꝛeſent themſelues 


" Þ befoze him, whereat the turke woonderfully reioyted, and calling A- 


ratnanthus, cauſed them to be bꝛought in, Florella gaue that reue⸗ 
rence to the turke, which both appertained to the duetie of a child, and 
allo as belonged to his eſtate. Aramanthus likewiſe, although hee 
were the greateſt counfellour appertinent to the turke, vet vſed that 
duetifull reuerente to the fiſherman his father, as ts to be required in 
a child. The turke embꝛacing his daughter Flore lla, toldeher the 


k cauſe that hee had ſent fo2 her, was to eſpouſe her to Aramanthus, 


who although the Deſtinies had denyed to make noble by place of 
birth, yet though his vertues, valiance and woozthy exploits hee had 
gained the title of true nobilitie, in diſpite of foztunes teeth. Flore lla 
haning heard of the wozthinefſe of Aramanthus, was the beſt pleaſed 
woman in the woꝛld. 
And the turke turning him towards the fiſherman, ſaide: And a 
thouſand times happy arte thou olde father, that haſt liued to ſee thy 
felfe ſo highly exalted in thy of-ſpzing : the pooꝛe fiſherman kneeling 
Downe, ſaid : Moſt mighty and magnificent pzince,not minding lon- 
ger to conceale the thing, which might redound ſo greatly to the con⸗ 
tentation of ſuch woꝛthy perſonages, ſeeing then that Aramanthus, 
who onely thꝛough his owne valiancie hath afpired to ſo great digni⸗ 
= tieandhonour : how greatly were I then tobe blamed, and howe 
+0 woozthily might J be condemned. if J ſhould take vpon me to be the 
fire of him, who dy all likelihoode is deſcended of royall and pꝛincely 
race: and foꝛ better teſtimony, beholde this rich mantle, and theſe o⸗ 
ther coſtly furnitures wherein J found Aramanthus wꝛapped, and 
by ſeeming ſaued by his cravle, which be aan ſhoꝛe from = 
A ] 
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Hip that was wꝛacked, where J found him by the ſea de (as J ſay) 
wapyed in theſe ſumptuous furnitures, with this rich and pꝛetisus 
iewel about his neck being but an infant, by coniecture not aboue the 
age of a quarter of a yeare, where taking him vp in mine armes, J 
bꝛought him home to my houſe, called hum by the name of Araman- 
thus, and thus foſtered him vp as my owne childe, vntil the day that 
he came to ſerue pour maieſty in the warres. 

The Dueent Iſabell which ſtoode by and heard this diſcourſe; 
and ſeeing thefurnitures and the iewelles where witch ſhee had dec- 
ked her childe, aſſuring her ſelfe that Aramanthus was her ſonne, 
coulde no longer ſtay her ſpeech, but ſaide: And doe I then beholde 
my fone. wich my vnhappy eyes, is hee lining heere in pꝛeſence; 
whome J deemed to be dead: Oh moſt gratious gods, I yeelde ye 
humble thaukeg, and woulde to God (my ſoune) thy comming had 
beene but halle ſo happy, as thy pꝛeſente is ioyfull to mee thy weet- 
ched mother. A hat news be theſe ( quoth the turke ) which J heard: 
I thinke the woman be out of her wittes: but what arte thou that 
wouldeſt challenge Aramanthus fo2 thy ſonne, whoſe parents nowe 
J well percetne are no beggars like thy ſelfe: Yes furely (quoch 
the queene) and much moꝛe miſerable than thoſe that go from dooꝛe 
to dooꝛe: and although his father ſometime ſwayed the lwoꝛde of 


gouernement, and late in place and ſeate ot pꝛincely thhone, Dil: 


patch then at once ( quoth che turke) and tell mee who is his father, 
and what is the miſerie where with he is perplexed: wherein, if chou 
canſt perſwade me with a trueth, aſſure thee that onely foꝛz Araman- 
thus ſake, J am the man that will miniſter releaſe. 

Beholde then (quoth the Queene) King Rodericke is his fa- 
ther, whome chy ſelfe keepeſt heere in p2tſon in this miſerable ma⸗ 
ner, and J whome thou ſeeſt heere am his mother, the wife of the 
king, and ſometime the Queene of this wꝛetched citie of Toloſia, 

who being delivered of a ſonne, which by the pleaſure of God was 
vilited in my wombe, and bone in an extreame lepꝛoſie: foꝛ helpe 
whereof hee was ſent by his father by ſhipping tothe ile of Candie, 
and till this pzeſent day there was neuer tidings heard, eyther of the 
thip, o2 of any one man chat was in her. And nowe beholve J ſee 
with mine eies the furnitures wherein J mapped my childe, and the 


iewell which J put about his necke with mine owne handes at his 
departure. The fiſherman verifying this tale to be true, ſaide in⸗ 


deede that he eee eee ; 
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Of Aramanthus. 


ſelfe with medicines ot his owne pꝛoniding. 
 Aramanthus hauing hrard howe matters were fotedout., be⸗ 


ganne to teare himſelfe, ſaying: Ah moſt wicked and vnnaturall 
wetch, what furies haue ſaued thee , that thou wert not dꝛowned 
with the reſt, but that thou muſt bee pꝛeſerued as an inſtrument to 
woꝛke thy parents w2acke : come come you helliſh hegges, and 
ſhewe pour foꝛce on him that hath wooꝛthily deſerued it. But what 
hath 1 antalus offended, that hee ſhoulde continually be ſtarued : Oꝛ 
how hath Siſiphus that rolles the reſtleſſe ſtone : D2 what treſpaſſe 
hath been committed by Prometheus, Ixyon, Titias, oꝛ Danaus ſee⸗ 
iy daughters, dꝛawing water at the well, that may be compared to 
that which J haue done, is it poſſible chen that J ſhoulde eſcape vn- 
puniſhed : Oꝛ that the ſacred gods will be vnreuengedof mx fact, no 
no, J haue deſerved to be plagued, # haue meritedmoze wozthilp ta 
be tozmented than arp of theſe afoze rehearied, Florellaouer-hear- 
ing theſe deſperate ſpecches, kell downe in a ſowne fo griefe to ſee 
her Atamanthus ſo diſquicted, - - 

The turke after his daughter was come againe to her felfe, fo2- 
rowed ta fee the heauineſſe of Aramanthus , rauſed the king his fa- 
ther, wich the Duke of Caria pꝛeſently to bee ſent fo2 out of pꝛiſon: 
And taking Iſabell on the one of his handes, and Aramanthus on 
the other, he ſaide to the king: Recetue heere noble Pꝛince, a moſt 
louing and faithfull wife , and a moſt valiant and woꝛthy ſonne: and 
my ſelfe from an enemp, foꝛ euer alter thts to become hy mott aſſu⸗ 
reg and truſty friend, 

The king was wonderfally amazed to heare theſe ſpeeches, did 
think himſelfe to be in ſome dye ame, till in the end he heard the whole 
diſcourſe how euery thing had hapned, — being rauiſhed with glad⸗ 
nelle, he ſaide: | 

© happy euill, which biingeth i m the ende ſo great a good, and 

welcome be that ſozrowe, whereby is ſpꝛung a toy much moꝛe ſur⸗ 
mounting, than euer was any -heamiiefle ; and with many like 
1 55 he till imbꝛaced his ſonne Alam antlius in his aries, and 

though he vnderſtoode that it mas the Queene his wike, which 
3 louingly had ſuccoꝛed him when he was rrady to haue famiſhed in 
Piiſon foꝛ want of meat: pet he could not find in his heart to beare 
hex ayp eee idering what he had conceſued againſt her, 
by the information of his þzother (as befoze you haue heard ) which 


* erceined by che duke, moſt hiundly delirin eneſle: be 
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Of Aramanthus. 


confeſſed to the king all his miſchiefe, from the beginning to the end⸗ 
ing, whereof the king was both ſozy and glad: ſozp, fo? that hee had 
ſo vnnaturally dealt with ſo vertuous and curteous a wife:and glad, 
fo2 that he was ſoreſolued and confirmed in her chaſtitie, which be⸗ 
foze he had in ſuſpence. | 
And now the turke, fo? the loue that he bare to Aramanthus,and 
fo2 the liking that he ſawe to be in his daughter towards hun, whom 
he himlelfe had appointed to be her ſpouſe, became indeede to bee 
chꝛiſtned, with all his retinue that was about him, and then reſtoꝛed 
Rodericke againe to the kingdome of Toloſia. By all conſents the 
marriage betweene Aramanthas and Flore lla was concluded with 
great ponip and magnilicence: and thus the turke leauing this new 
f couple in the city ol Toloſia, and departed with his army in⸗ 
The queene Iſabell not foꝛgetting the great goodneſſe ſhee hav | 
receiued by theſe out-lawes , which befoze had ſauedher life, and 
with whome her daughter yet remained, ſo dealt with the king her 
huſband, chat they were all ſent fo together, and very topfully recer- 
uing his daughter, reſtoꝛed the out-lawes to their libertie: beſtow⸗ 
ing ok them foꝛ recompence, roomes and offices of credite and eſti⸗ 
mation, Thus to conclude, euery one being well contented , they 
liued together in quietneſſe, with many long and happy dayes. 
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Of Phylotus and Emelia. 
The Argument of the eight Hiſtoric. 


Phylotus an olde and ancient citizen of Rome, falleth in loue with : | 


Eme lia a yong and beautifull virgin the daughter of Alberto. 
Who knowing the wonder full wealth of Phyſotus, would haue 
forced his daughter to haue married him, but in the end was pre- 
tily deceiued by Phylerno the brother of Emelia, who married 
woch Phylotus in his ſiſtertſtrad, and other prety actions that 


fellont by the way. 
Ic 


Of Phylotus and Emilia. 
ad bach many times been had mqueſtion'; andy 
could neuer be decided from whence this paſſion 
of extreme loue doth pꝛoceede, whole furie is ſuch 
where it once taketh poſſeſſion, that (as they ſap) 
loue ts without law, ſo tt maketh the pacients to 
be as vtterly void of reaſon : but in my opinon the 


© ſelfe ſame thing, which is many times ſhavowed vnder the title of 
- Lone, may moꝛe pꝛoperly be termed and called by the name of Luſt: 
burt be it loue, o2 be it luſt, the difference is nothing ſo much, as the 
humour that feedes it, is woonderfull ſtrange, and hath no maner of 
tertaintie in it, excepting this, it is without parcialitie: fo2 common⸗ 
y when it dziueth vs to effect, it is done without any manner of ref: 


pect: fo2 ſometime it maketh vs to linger after our friendes: ſome⸗ 


time to languiſh after our foes : yea, betweene whom there hath bin 
had moꝛtall hoſtilitie:the ſonne hath been ſeen to fall in loue with the 
wile ok his father: the father againe in like manner with the wife of 
his ſonne:the king hath been attached with the pooze and needie beg: 
ger, the pooꝛe againe in ltking with thoſe of high degree, yea, and 
though there haue been many which haue ſeene their owne errour, 
and therewithall haue confeſſed their abule, yet they haue not been 
able to refraine themſelues, from pꝛolecuting their folly to the end: 
and albeit reaſon pꝛofferech vs ſufficient ſundꝛy cauſes, why wee 
” ought to refraine the appetite of our owne deſires, pet fancie then is 
he that ſtriketh ſuch a ſtroke, that reaſons rules can naught at al pꝛe⸗ 
uuaile, and like as thoſe whom loue hath once entangled, the moze 
they ſtriue the farther they be tied:ſo is it vnpoſlible that loue ſhould 
be conſtrained, where affection bzeedes not liking, noꝛ fancie is not 
fed, but where theſe two hathonce ioined election, all other affects be 
ſo dimme and blinded, that euery vice ſeemeth to vs a vertue, wher: 
| offp2ingeth this pꝛouerbe: In loue there is no lacke : ſo that indeed 
to ſay the trueth , if there be any pietie to be imputed to this raging 

loue, it is in þ it is not partiall,no2 hath it any 
| betheyfriendes, be they foes, be they riche, be they pode, be they 

| poong, be they olde, be they wile, be they fooliſh; Louie is fill vif- 


reſpect of perſons, but 


ferent, and reſpecteth all alike : But if any man will thinke that in 


| reſpect of beautie, we eſteeme not all thereft : Jam able to ſay it 


ta not true, conſidering how many haue fozſaken the betterfiking, 


| any haue choſen the woꝛſe, ſo that foꝛ my part the moꝛe 7 confider 
ei, the moe Jam amazed, aun ch 
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Of Phylotus 


no moꝛe about it, but leauvit woche crevite of ſuch as haue been lo? | 
vers themſelues . „ whoſe ſkill in the matter J pzeferrebefoze mine 
owne, and will come to my hiſtoꝛie of Phylotus, ho being an aged 
man, fell in loue with a yong maiden, farre vnfitting to his de, 


and tolloweth in this ſoꝛt. 


In the gallant citie of Maples, there was remaining a pong man Fs 
caliey by che name of Alberto. This Alberto being married not ful: f 
ty out a ptare, his wife was deliuered of a ſonne , whom het named 0 
Phylerno, and vppon diuers conſiderations, minding to change his 
habitation, hee preparedhimfelfe to go dmeil at Nome, and firſt ta: Þ 
king o2der fo2 his fon Phylerno , who foz the tenderneſſe of his age 


1 Rute, himleife, his wife, withallthereft Cl - 


of his houſhold came to Rome; where hee had not very lung remap⸗ 
ned, but his wife was likewiſe deliuered of a daughter. whom he cal⸗ 
ted by the name of Emelia, who as (he grew in yeares, ſhe likewiſe 
pꝛooued to be very beautifull and faire, and amongſt a great number Þ 
of others, there was dwelling in Rome an ancient citizen, whoſe 
name was hy lotus, à man hety oꝛderly in yeares, and wouderfullꝰ 
abounding in goodes: this P len hauing many times taken the 
vicwof Emelia, beganne to growe very ſoꝛe in lour with her, oꝛ ra⸗ 
ther J may ſep in his old yeares began to doate atter this pong mai⸗ 
den: fo2 it can not pꝛeperly be called louie in theſe old men. whoſe do⸗ 
tage if it were not inte than outragious, either their great viſcreti⸗ 
on would repꝛeſſe it, either their many yeares would enoꝛtiſie it. Bit 
Phylotus in the end deſired Emel:a of her father in the way of mar- Þ 


riage: Alberto acco2ding to the cuſtome of paxentes, that deſires to f — 
marry their daughters, moꝛe fo2 goods than fo2 good will betweene 


— wh mute fm Aucre than fox lune : moze fo} liuing chan for ; 
neſly, & ſo the may haue great ſtoze offrony they neuer c6ſiver fur« Þ 


ther of the man. Alberto inlikemaner knowing þ wealth wherwith | - 


Phylotus was nburv, who had neuer a childe but one onelp vaughs ; 


forther conſideration of the enequalitie of the yeares that was be! 


tweene Bhylotus and his daughter: he neuer remtbꝛed what ſtrifes; 
what iarres, hat debates, what diſcontentment, what counterfai- 
ting, what viſlembling,what louring, what loathing, whatneuer li⸗ 
king, is euer had where there is ſuch differences between $ marrievt } 
f perfect loue can 8 without equaſntie , and better were a 

married 


| 
NM M 
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bf Phylotus, chan the liking of his daughter, gaue his coriſentts 
take him for his ſonne in lam, and tolde Eme ha how he had diſpoſed 
on her. Emelia ſecing what an olde baby her fatherhad choſen to be 
her huſbaud, moſthumbly deſired him to giue het leaue to chuſe foꝛ 


and Emelia:. 
married couple to continue wichdut liumug, than withoi lies And 
what are the occaſions that make'ſo1natip women to ſity kronp ther 


huſbands , but when they be married to ſuchas they tannot like of 
but ſurely if women did thꝛoughly conſiver how dangerous it is fox 


them to deale with theſe old pouthes , J thinke they would be better 


aduiſed in medling with chem: foz beſides that chey be-biwildie, 
lothſome, (and ſir reuerence of vou) very bnlouely foꝛ you to lie by, 
ſo they be commonly inſpired wich the ſpirite of ielouſie, and then 
they will looke to you ſo narrowly, and meme you vp ſo cloſely, that 
you will wiſh athouſand times the }Iteft had bin hanged that mar- 


tied vou, but then too late. 


But to returne to our hiſtozy : Alberto reſperting moꝛe 5 wealch 


ber ſeife, whereat her father being very angry; hegarne ſharply ts 


y rate her, ſaping:And art chou chen lo much worden to thy owne wil, 
chab thou ſco2neff to be directed by mee thy louing father, oꝛ chinkeff 


; © thou that thy wiſedome doth ſo farre ſurmount mp witte, that thou 


| canſt beteer pꝛouide fo2 thy ſelfe, than J which fo carefully haue hi- 


„ | thercobyought ther vy, an voth the tender lone oz tho chargeable cock 


02 | fo.gracclelle a chide, that J\-woulve. gur abi to. 

d ſtubbaomiy woulve retuſe muhatſueuer yuu mdulde ch 
r. ent f̃oʒ my behoofe , and although vou ſhall finde ar anc 
<> ds is meete foꝛ a daughter, and all obedience that is fit fof a 
pet ſir conſider the heart which cannot be compelled. 
0] i feare, neyther by ſoꝛce, no: is not otherwiſe: be alerted, than 
ei nein by faudies free conſent: 2 aß Yau: haue. boſtobuvighme 
chi fraile and tranſitoꝛie lite : 1b 


; | which Jhauebeffowepon thee, deſeruc no better tetompente) than 
; © to deſpiſe thoſe that J would haue thee to like ot. 

: Emelia falling downe of her knnes befozether Father, aide: t 
Moſte deare and louing Father, moſte hunchlie J beſeech pou, 
foꝛ the; affection which by nature poubearome , —— me 
5 


ü 


» agpther by 


amn boyje halt vr dt Wwur dil⸗ 


polition as it ſhall pleaſe vou ta appoint it, aum will gontlude 


z | — petit ian, di ſiring vau nut to heſtom me of any that 
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den: fo2 it can not pꝛeperly be called lotie in theſe old men. whoſe do⸗ 


Of Phylotus 


no moꝛe about it, but leaue it to che crevite of ſuch as haue been lo? 
uers themlelues , whoſe ſkill in the matter J pꝛeferre befoze mine 
owne, and will come to my hiſtoꝛie of Phylotus, who being an agen 
man, fell in loue with a vong maiden, karre vnficcing to his yeares, 
and followeth in this ſoꝛt. 1 

In che gallant citie of Naples, there was remaining a pong man 
caliev by che name of Alberto. This Alberto being married not ful⸗ 
ty out a ytare, his wife was deliuered of a ſonne, whom hee named 
Phyle mo, and vppon divers conſiderations, mtading to change his 
habitation, hee preparedhimſfelfe to go dell at Nome, and firſt ta- 
king o2der foꝛ his fon Phyle rno, who foꝛ the tenderneſſe of his age 
he left ſtill in Naples at Nurſe, himſelfe, his wife, withallchereft Þ - 
of his houſhold came to Nome, where hee had not very long remapv⸗ 
ned, but his wife was like wile deliuered of a daughter. whom he cal⸗ 
ted by the name of Emelia, who as (he grew in yeares, ſhe likewiſe 
pꝛooued to be very beautifull and faire, and amongſt a great number 
of others , there was dwelling in Rome an ancient citizen, whoſe 
namc was Phy lotus, a man very o2derlp in vcares, and wouderfully Þ 
abounding in goodes: this Phylotus hauing many times taken the 
vicwof Emelia, beganne to growe very ſoze in loue with her, oꝛ ra⸗ 
ther J may ſep in his old yeares began to doate atter this pong mai⸗ 


tage if it were not int: ethan outragious, either their great diſcreti⸗ 
on would repꝛeſſe it, either their many yeares would moꝛtiſleè it. But 1 
Phylotus in the end deſired Emelia of her father in the way of mur⸗ 
riage: Alberto actoꝛding to the cuſtome of paxentes, that deſires to | Dt 
marry their daughters, moze foꝛ goods than foꝛ good-will betweene fo2 
che parties: moꝛe for lucre than foy toute t moꝛe foꝛ liuing chan foꝛ ls, 
tratniig:mon foꝛ wealth than ox wir: more fo) honour than fo2 ho? 021 
neſty, & ſo they may haue great ſtoze ot inony they neuer cõſider furs ent 
ther of the man. Alberto inlikemaner knowing ÿ wealth wherwich A8 
Phy lotus was tadued, who had neuer la childe but one onely daugh. Pet 
ter, whole name was. Brifitſa. gaue his kult conſent; without anie feat 
forcher conſideration of the inequalitie of the yeares that was bez ane 
tweene Bhylotus and his daughter: he neuer remẽ bꝛed what frifes; ehe 
what iarres, what debates, what diſcontentment, what counterfai· | Poll 
ting, what diſlembling,what louring, what loathing, whatneuer li: 
king, is euer had where there is ſuch dillereuces between married: * 
fox perfect loue can neuer be without equatitie , and better were a 

| married * 
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and Emelia:.- 
married couple to concutuyithourliudig, than withoit loues Any 
what are the occaſions that make ſo many women to ſtray fro 
| huſbands, but when they be married to ſuchas they cannot like of? 
8. | but ſurely if women did thzoughly conſider how dangerous it is fox 
them to deale with theſe old youthes , J thinke'thop would be better 
aduiſed in medling with chem: fo2 beſides that they be-bnwildie, 
| lothſome, (and ſir reverence ot vou) very vnlouelp fo; vou fo lie by. 
ſo they be commonly inſpired with the ſpirite of ielouſie, and then 
| they will looke to vou ſo narrowly, and mewe you vp ſo cloſely, that 
52 will wiſh athouſand times the Y ꝛieſt had bin hanged that mar- 
- ried you, but then too late. 
Blut to returne toourhiſtozy : Alberto reſpetting moꝛe 5 wealth 
„ok Phylotus, chan the liking of his daughter, gaue his conſent ta 
8 | fake him foꝛ his ſonne in lam, and tolde Eme lia how he had diſpoſed 
on her. Emelia ſeeing what an olde baby her kacher had choſen to be 
ber huſbaud, moſt humbly deſired him to giue het leaue to chuſe fo2 
| her ſelfe, whereat her father being very angry, hegarmne ſharply to 
ns Þ | rateher, ſaping:And art chou then ſo much weder to chy owne wil, 
tho that chou ſcoꝛ neſt to be directed by mee thy louing father, oꝛ thinkeff 
ra: | thou that thy wiſedome doth ſo farre ſurmount my witte, that thou 
. © canſt beteer pꝛouide fo2 thy ſelfe, than J which fo carefully haue hi- 
no- therto brought ther vp, oz voth the tender lone oꝛ the chargeable colt 
di- which J haue beſtumed vn the, deſeruc no better retompente than 
Bat Þ to deſpiſe thoſe that J would haue thee to like of, 
Ezmelia falling downeof her knnes befoze her Father, aide: : 
Moſte deare and louing Father, moſte hunchlie J beſeech you, 
| fo2 the: affection which by nature you beate me, not to thinke me 
| ſo.graccleſſe a childe, chat J:woulde: gur abut to conttitie po, 
| o2 ſtubbomip woulde refuſe wharſbeuer yuu wdulde chinke ron teen 
ent foꝛ my behoofe , and although vou ſhall finde in mo tu eh duety 
as is meete fo2 a daughter, and all obevience that is fit foꝶ a child, 
| yet ſir conſider the heart which cannot be campelled, neyther by 
ie feare, neyther by foꝛce, noz is not othermuiſe ta be allied, chan 
ei unein by fammies frte conſeut: ann ag hau: haut. bol ανν e 
che fraile and tranſitozir lite, : ſo-mp-boyie ſhatf tr at Vir diſ⸗ 
. hoſitian as it ſhall pleaſe vou ta appoint it, aud will -concluve 
. humble petit inn, dr ſiring vnu not to beſfow me ol any that 
0 vie to my fancie an gon hing Aefl ( quoch her 
i 
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Of Phylotus 


have pꝛomiſed you to Phylotus in marriage, and Phylotus is het 
chat (hall be your huſband, and looke you go not about to contend a: 
gainſt that J haue determined: if you doe, neuer accompt me fo; fa- 
ther noꝛ friend, and thus he departed. | 

Emelia hearing this cruell concluſionof her father, was woon⸗ 
derfully abaſhed, being by her ſelf u her chamber, ſhe began to con: 
lider of her fathers woꝛds, & foꝛ feare to incurre any further diſplea⸗ 
ſure, (he deuiſed howe ſhe might frame her ſelfe to the liking of her 
louer , and with a ypoong womans minde, lhe firſt began to conſider 
of his wealth, of his calling, of the reverence wherewith he was v- 
ſed inthe citie, and that likewiſe in being his wife, ſhe ſhould alſo be 


** 
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had in eſtimation, and be pꝛeferred betoꝛe other women of meaner 


credite: and to deſire ſuperiozitte , it is commonly cuery womans 
fickeneſle, and therefoꝛe this coulde not chuſe but pleaſe her verie 
well: then ſhe remembꝛed how commodious it were to marry one ſo 
wealthy as Phylotus, whereby the ſhould not neede to beate her 
b:atnes about the p2actiſing of huſwi ferie, but ſhould haue feruants Þ 
at commandement to ſupply that turne, this likewiſe pleaſed her ve⸗ 
ry well, but becauſe ſhe would well perſwade her ſelfe, che began ts 
coniecture how ſhe ſhould ſpend the time to her contentment, & ther. 
koze ſhe began to thinke what a pleaſure it was tobe well furniſhed Þ 
wich ſundꝛy ſutes of apparell, chat in the moꝛning when thee ſhould 
riſe, he might call fo what the liſt to put on, actoꝛding as the time Þ 
and faſhion did require, aud her fancie ſerued beſt, foꝛ thus Phylotus F 
was well able to keepe his wife , and this pleaſed her likewiſe verie 


well: and then when ſhe were vp, thee might bꝛeake her faft with a Þ 


cup of Malmſie, o2 Muſcadine next her heart: it was very good fo; | 
ill ayzeSm a moꝛming, and this ſhe thought was but an ealle matter, 
and likemiſe pleaſed her very well: when ſhee had moken her faft, Þ 
then ſhee might ſtirre about the houſe , and looke to this, and ſee to 
chat: and where ſhe found any thing amiſle, not to touch it with her 
ewne' fingers, fo: marring the beauty of her hand, but co call fo: | 


Cie ly, Tone, o2 Kate, and to chide them like fluts, that they coulde Þ | 


very well: chen to haus pꝛouided fo2 dinner ſome iunckets, that ſer⸗ 
ned beit her appetite, her huſhand had good ſtoꝛe of coyne, and howe 
could it be better ſpent than vpon themſelues, to make then 

betet, this liketuiſe pleaſed her very well: now when 

then (þ* an” 


nat ſpie a fault but when they mutt be tulde, chis likewiſe pleaſed he 
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doe beit in arufle, which in a goꝛget, which in a ſleeue, which in a 
quaife, which in a caule, which a handkerchife, what lace would doe 
beſt to edge it, what ſeame, what ſtitch, what cut, what gard, and to 
ſit her downe , and take it fo2th by little and little:and thus wich her 
needle to paſſe the after naone, with deuiſing of things fo2 hir owne 
wearing, this likewiſe pleaſed her palling well: Then to pꝛouide fo2 
ſupper ſome ſhift of diet, and ſundꝛy ſauces, the better to help the ſto⸗ 
mache, Oꝛanges, Lemons, Oliues, Caphers, Salades of ſundzy 
# ſoztes: alas a crowne will go a great way in ſuch trifles, this like- 
wie pleaſed her very well. When the had ſupped, to vſe ſome exer⸗ 
tile, accoꝛding to the ſeaſon : if it were in ſummer, to go walke with 


ber neigbbours to take the aire , o in her garden tu take the verdure 


* ofſweete and pleaſant floures : this likewiſe pleaſed her very well, 
QAhen ſhee was come in, and ready to gve to her chamber, #cup of 
told ſacke to bedward is very good fo2 digeſtion, and no coſt to ſpeak 
. doth remaine, and this like wile pleaſed her 

But now although ſhee had deuiſed, to paſſe the day time with 
ſuch contentation, when ſhe remembyed at night, ſhe muſt go to bed 
to be lubber leapt: and with what colde courteſie ſhe ſhould be enter 
tertained by her gray headed bedfellom, what frozen unbzacements 
he was able to beſtow of her, all was marde, and quite daſht atitof 
remembzance, and all the commodities befo2e of, that ſhee 
= fhouldreceine in che time of the day, would not ſerue to counteruatle 


| thatone incommoditie, in the ſeaſon of the night : Like as we ſap, 


ſeeke, and toulde in no wiſe frame her ſeife to laue PiryJotus'2:but 
when ſhe had flattered her ſeife with a thouſand delightes, thatſhee 
ſpould reteiue in the day time by his wealth; when hee temembꝛed 


bed time, the was as new to begin as befoze, UWherefoze the remai⸗ 


nid in great perplexitie, thinking her hap to be ouer hard, e the com 
2 fort very bare, where the beſt choiſe had ſuch aſſurance of doubcfufl 
end. Foz, to marry after her fathers mwde, ſhe ewe would bzeed 


© herloathed life: and ta gainſay what he had detexmined,wodld icke 


| wile looſe her fathers liking, that ſhe wift npt foz her life wheresn to. 
reſolue. And thus from dap to day, as ſheeToncmued ty this doubt, 
chere happened to hit into her company a pong Romane gentleman, 

whoſe name was Flanius, who ſodainly fel in ioue with Eme lia ana 


derſtand. 


{ rakwgtheclme while his eee, 
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nights ſhe was lodged in her fathers chamber, that it was impolli⸗ 


Of Phylotus : 
derttand, ok p great loue he bare hir. Eme lia, actoꝛding tothe euſfoiny | 
of women, made che matter very coy at the firſt, although in her 
heart ſhe viere right glad, conſidering her caſe how it ſtood, Flanius 
was ſo much the moꝛe impoꝛtunate vppon her, and with ſuch nice 
termes as woers be atcuſtomed, he ſo courted and followed Emelia, 
that ſhe percetuing;his feruent affectis, told him a very ſhoꝛt eircum. 
ſtance, how her father had diſpoſed her to one that ſhe could not like 
of: and therefoze, if hee would firſt promiſe to take her as his wife, 
and that he could ſinde ſuch meanes , to conuey her from her fathers Þ 
houſe in ſccretſo2t, (fp2 otherwiſe he was ſure her father would be 
à let to hinder their purpoſe) ſhee was contented to hearken to his | 
ſpeech, and yeeld to his demand. Flanius the gladdeſt man in the 
woꝛld, to heare theſe ioyfull newes, (ware vnto her, that all ſhould 
— acconmlilhed, and chat with as much ſpeed as her ſelle would de⸗ 

_ [ 
F There was no more to conclude ol then, but how thee might be 
converted from out hir fathers houſe, Flanius deuilſed that late man 
tuening, 02 in the night time when euery one were quiet in their 
beds, if thee could finde the meanes to get foꝛth of doozes, then hee 
mould be ready to receive her. But that could not be, foꝛ both her 
father and mother neuer failed to be at home in che euenings, and ut 


ble fo2 her to go foxth . So that there was no remedie, but that the 
feate muſt be wꝛought in ſome after noone, when both her father ann 
mother vſed to be abꝛoad, about their buſineſle: and then ſhe knewe 
not haw to come foꝛch alone, becauſe ſhe had not been accuſtomed ſo 
— doe: and to followea ſtranger, could yeeverye greater lily 
dr... | | 
But Flanius to movd all theſe ſurmiles, denifed the next eut⸗ / 
ning, to conueigh her in at ſome backe window of her fathers houſe, | 
a ſuite of mans apparell , wherein the next day in the after noone, 
her father and mother being abꝛoad, ſhe ſhould ſhift her ſelfe, and ſo 
tome her waies vnimowen of any, to ſuch a place, where he himſelfe 
would be ready awaiting fo2 her, and ſo comneigh her home td his 
owne houſe. This = Emelia liked paſſing well, and accowing 
as it was appointed : the next evening Flanius couueighed this ſuite | =! 
r where Emelia was —— 
and laying it vp in ſafetie, till the next day in che alter noone, 
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elle into this mans apparell, and thus fozth of dozes ſhe goes to her 
upppointed place, where Flanius was ſtaying, who atcoꝛding to pꝛo⸗ 
mile, conue ied her home to his owne houſe , This matter was not 
” {o cloſelp handled by Emelia, but ſhee was eſpied by one ol her fa⸗ 
7 thers ſeruaunts, who being on the backefide though a window, ſaw 
her how ſhe was ſtripping of her ſelfe, and marked how ſhceput on 
the mans apparell: whereat the yoong fellowe had great maruell, 
and ſtood ſtill beholding to ſee what would fall out in the end. But 
Z whenhe ſaw her go foꝛth a doozes, he haſtened after into the ſtreete: 
but Eme lia was ſo fodainly gone, that foꝛ his life he wiſt not which 
s © watesto ſecke after her: wherefoze in a wonderfull haſte, he came to 
e ©! his maiſter, whom he found in the Citie, in the companie of Phylo- 
tus, ſaying: O ſir, J haue very euill newes to tell you: Chat is the 
matter (quoth his maiſter) is any thing amiſle at home : Pea ſir 
( Cquoth the ſeruant) pour daughter Eme lia is euen now departed in- 
to che citie, in the habite of a man: but which waics ſhe went, J could 
not fo2 my life deuiſe, io; after ſhe gate once foꝛth of the place where 
ſhe ſhifted her, J coulde neuer moze ſet eye of her. Js Eme lia gone 
( quoth her Louer Phylotus) Dh God what euill news be theſe that 
Jh heare : And without any further ſtay, both the Father and the Lo⸗ 
rat uer gat them out at the dooꝛes togither, and about the itreetes they 
ſſi⸗runne like a couple of mad men. | 
the Now it fell out, that Phylerno the ſonne of Alberto, and byo- 
md; ther to Emelia, whom you haue heard befoꝛe, was left at Maples, 
being an infant, and had remained there till this time at Schoole, 
ſo and at this very inftant was come fro Naples to Rome, to viſite his 
pi father and mother. of whom hee had no maner of knowledge, other⸗ 
| wiſe then by their nemes, And it foztuned that Alber to and PHxlo- 
tus, happened to meet with Phyierno in the ſtreets, who was fo like 
his ſiſter Emelia, that both Alberto and Phylctus, aſſurebthem-- 
ſelues, that it could be no other hut ſhe. 
} QUlherefoze A berto comming to him, ſaide: ſtay ſfay, moſfe 
ſhameleſſe and bngratious girfe , doeſt thou thinke that by thy 
dilguiſin g of thy lelke, in this manner, thou canſt efcape vnknowen 
to mee, who am thy Father: Ah vile ſtrumper that thou art, 
what puniſhment is kufficient fo the filthineſfe of thy fact : And 
with this hee feemed, as though hee would haue flue vppon her 
in the ſlreete, to haue beate her: but Phylotus thzuſt in be⸗ 
tweene them, and deſired his neighbour to ſfap Himſelf, and then inr⸗ 
U 2 bat. ag 
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Of Phylotus 


bracing Phylerno, in his armes, he ſaid: Ah Eme lia mp ſweet ang |? 
louing wench, howe canff thou ſo vnkindly fozſake thy Phy lotus, 
whole tender loue tomardes thee is ſuch , that as J will not let to 
make thee ſoueraigne of my ſelfe, ſo thou ſhalt be dame and miſtres | 


of all that euer J haue, aſſuring thee, that thou ſhalt neuer want foz 


gold, gemmes, iewelles , ſich as be fit and conuenient ſoz thy de: Þ 


gree. 


bout him, not knowing what they were, had thought at the firſt, chey 
had bin out of their wits, but in the end by their woꝛds, perceiuing a 
farther cirtumſtance in the matter, he deuiſcd ſomething fo2 his own 
viſpo2t, to feed them a little with their owne folly, laid: Pardon me 
J beleech you this my greeuous offence, wherein J knowe J haue 
too farre ſtraied, fromthe limites aud boundes of modeſtie, pꝛote⸗ 
ſtinghereafter ſo to gouerne my ſelle, that there ſhalbe no fuffictent 
taule, whereby to accuſe me of ſuch vnmaidenlike parts, and will e⸗ 


uer remaine with ſuch diietie and obedience , as J truſt ſhall not de⸗ 


ſerue but to be liked during like. 


Phylotus hauing heard this pitifull reconciliation , made by bis 
Emelia, very gently intreated her father in her behalfe: well (quoty Þ 
her father) ſceing you will needs haue me to fozgiue this her lewd: | 


neſſe, at your requeſt J am contented to pardon her: and then ſpea- 


king to Philerno, he ſaid; | 
Pow lay you huſwife, is your ſtomacke yet come downe, ace port | 
contented to take Phylotus foꝝ your huſband # yea my good father | 
(quoth Philerno)and that with all my heart. O happy news (quoth 
Phylotus) and herewithall he beganne to ſet his cap on the one ſive, |? 
and to turne vp his muſchatoes, and fell to wiping of his mouth, as | 
though he would haue fallen a kiſſing of her by aud by in the ſfreets: | 
but remembzing himſelfe where hee was, he bzought Alberto wich | 


Philerno, into a friendes houſe , that was of his familiar acquain⸗ 


tance, and there the marriage betweene them, was thzoughly con- 
clude, and all parties ſeemed to giue their full conſents, Phylotus 2 
deſired his father in law, y he might haue þ cuſtodie of Emelia, ſwea - 
ring by his old honeſty, that he would not otherwiſe vſe her, than his 
owne daughter Briſilla untill the day ol his nuptials, and then to vie 
her as his wife : to which requeſt Alberto ſeemed very willingly fox | 

to giueconſent : but then becauſe Phylotus would not carry his be- | 

loued thzough p lireets in her mans apparel, he deſired bes lather 1 


Philerno ſceing a couple of old doting fooles, thus cluſtering a: Þ 


» y 


py > > yp oy -=Þ pet cnc op oy PIR 6g en. ah ae 


-+-$- 3 E-K Ker 


and Emelia. 


 tawetogohome, and ſend ſome ſute of her apparell wherewith to 

mitt her befoze he would carry her to his owne houſe, Alberto ſee⸗ 
rug matters ſo thꝛoughly concluded, tooke his leaue of them both, 
and going his waies home, hee cauled all his daughters apparell ta 

be looked together, and to be ſent to the place where Phylotus was 
remaining with Phylerno, who taking fooꝛth ſuch as ſhoulde ſerue 
the turne foꝛ that preſent, Phylerno ſo well as hee coulde arraped 
himſelfe in one of his ſiſters ſutes of apparell, and thus departed 
Z with Phylotus to his own houſe, where Phylotus calling his daugh- 
ter Briſilla he ſaide vnto her, beholde here the partie whome J haue 
choſen to be your mother, charging you of mp bleſſing, that pou ho- 
= nour,reuerence and obey her, and with all diligence that you bee at- 
tendant vpon her, and ready at an inch to pꝛouide her of any thing 
that ſhe ſball either want oz call foꝛ. And you, my deare and louing 
Emelia. J doe heere oꝛdaine and appoint vou to bee miſtreſſe of this 
hounlſe, and of all that is in it, deſiring you to accept of this my daugh⸗ 


: | ter, to doe vou ſeruice in the day time, and in the night to vouchlate 
7 her loꝛ your bedfellowe vntill day of our maraiage be pzefixed, and 


then my ſclfe will ſupply the roome, Phylerno ſeeing the excellent 
beauty of Briſilla, was nothing ſoꝛie to haue ſuch a bedfellowe, but 
thought euery houre a day till night was come, which being appꝛo⸗ 
ched, to bed they went, where Phylerno did not thinke it his readieſt 
way to giue any ſodaine attempt , but therefoze hee bꝛake into this 
diſcourſe following, 

- My Briſilla, were it not but that we be found parttall in the cau⸗ 
ſes ofour friends, but eſpecially where the cauſes doe touch our pa- 
rents, our iudgements be fo blinded by affection , that wee can ney- 

ther ſee noꝛ well confeile a manifeſt trueth: but if matters might be 

conſidered on, without reſpect of perſons with indifferencie, and ac⸗ 
co2ding to the trueth and equity of the cauſe : J durſt then put my 

(elle in pour arbitrement, mp Briſilla, and to abide your ſentence, 

2} Whereto J doubt not but you would confeſſe the preiudice J ſuſtain, 

tit is much intollerable, and almoſt impoſſible foꝛ a yoong maiden to 

endure, and the rather, if you woulde meaſure my condition by your 
owne effate, who being (as you ſee) a pong maiden like pour ſelfe, 
and ſhould be thus conſtrained by my friendes, to the marrying of 
pour father, whom J doe confefſe to be worthy of a better wife than 
my leife ; But conſidering the ine qualitie of our yeares , J cannot 
fo: wp life, frame mp ſelte to loue him, 22 pet J am foꝛced aga inſt 
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Of Phylorus 


my will to marry him, and am appointed to be pour mother , that 
am moze meete to be your companion and play fellow, But that af- 
fiance which J haue conceiued in your good nature, hatl made mee 
thus boldely to ſpeake vnto you, deſiring but to heare your opinion 
with indiferencie , whether pou thinke J haue good cauſe to com-- 
plaine o2 nay : and then peraduenture J will ſay further vnto you in 
a matter that doth concerne your owne behoofe. 

Briſilla hearing this pittifull complaint, very ſozrowfull in her 
behalte, aide: would to God J were as wel able to miniſter reliefe 
vnto pour diſtreſſe, accoꝛding to your owne contentment, as J am 
heartilp ſoꝛy to conſider your griefe, and do well perceiue the iuſt oc- 
caſion pou haue to complaine. 

Ah mp Briſilla ſaid Phylerno, J am as heartily ſoꝛy in your be- 
halfe , and peraduenture doe vnderſtand ſomething, which your 
ſelfe doe not yet knowe of, which will grieue vou very ſoꝛe. But 
firſt Briſilla let me aſke pou this queſtion, Oo you knowe my father 
oꝛ nay*; 

No ſure (quoth Briſilla) J haue no maner ot knowledge ok him, 
neither did J knowe whether you had any father aliue oz nay, but 
nowe by pour owne repoꝛt: and as ſtrange it was to me to heare the 
woꝛds which my father vled to me this day when hee bought port 
home, toꝛ that I neuer vnderſtoode befoze that he went about a wife, 
Phylerno was very glad to heare theſe newes, becaule it ſerued ſo 
much the better foꝛ his purpoſe: and therefoze ſaid as followeth. 

This tale that I minde to tell you (my Briſilla) wil ſeeme moꝛe 
ſtrange than all the reſt, and vet aſſure pour ſelfe , it is nothing ſo 
ſtrange as true, and therefoze giue eare to that I minde to ſay : Do 
pou not thinke it very ffrange indceve, that the one of vs ſhoulde bee 
made both mother and daughter to the other* and that onr fathers, 
which be now ſo difcrepit and olde, ſhoulde be ſo ouerhaled with the 
fury of their fond and vnbꝛideled affections , that to ferue their owne 
appetites , they foꝛce not with what clogges of care they cumber vs 
that be their louing daitghters, but haue concluded betweene them. 
ſelues a croſſe marriage, and ſo indeede it may well be termed, that 
will fall out fo ouerthwart to our behoofes, who being nowe in our 
pong and tender peares, and ſhould both of vs be made the darlings 
sf two olde men, that ſeeke to pꝛeferre their owne luſt befo2e their 
childꝛens lote, and meaſure their fiery flames ot youth, by the dead 
eaves of age, as though they were able with their cold and rare ent | 

bzacements, 
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and Emelia. 


bzacements, to delap the forces ofthe fleſh , whoſe flames doeth er- 
ceede in thele our greene and tender peares, and as much poſſible 
fo vs to continue in liking, as flowers are ſeene to agree with froſt: 
but in plaine termes (mp Briſilla) and to diſcipher a very troth, it is 
contracted betweene our aged parents, that pour father (as vou ſee) 
ſhuld firſt take me to his wife. which wedding being once perfozmed, 
then my father in like maner, ſhould challenge pou, accoꝛding as it is 
concluded betweene them, Alas (quoth Briſilla) theſe newes bee 
ſtrange indeede, and it ſhould ſeeme by pour woꝛds ſo fully reſoluey 
on, chat there is no hope of redꝛeſſe to be had in the matter, 

None in the woꝛlde ( quoth Phylerno ) but thus betweene our 
ſclues the one of vs to comkoꝛt the other. 

A colde comfoꝛt( quoth Briſilla) we ſhall finde in that: but oh pi⸗ 
tileſſe parents, that will pzeferre your owne plealures with pour 
childꝛens paine, your owne liking with pour childzens loathing, your 
owne gaine with your childꝛens grieke, your owne ſpoꝛt with your 
childꝛens ſpoile, your owne delight with your childzens diſpight. O 
bow much moꝛe happy had it bm that we had neuer bin boꝛne: 

Alas my Briſilla (quoth Phylerno) toꝛment not your ſelfe with 
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ſuch extreame anguiſh, fo2 if that would haue ſerued fo2 redzefle, the 
matter had beene remedied, and that long ſithence ; but J would ta 
God (my Briſilla) that J were a man foꝛ pour onely ſake, and ha- 
ting ſo good leiſure, as thus being together by our ſelues, we ſhould 
ſo handle the matter, that our fathers ſhould ſeeke new wiues. 
Alas (quoth Briſilla) ſuch wiſhes are but waſte, and vnpoſſible 


itis that any ſuch thing ſhould happen, 


7 Impoſſible (quoth Phylerno) nay ſurelp Bi iſilla, there is no⸗ 
thing impoſſible, but J haue knowen as great matters as theſe haut 
beene wꝛought. Do we not reade that the godveſle Venus tranſfoꝛ⸗ 
med an iuoꝛie image, to a liuely and perfect woman, at the onely re- 
= queſtof Pygmalion, Diana likewiſe conuerted Acteon to a Hart, 
Narciſſus fo his pꝛide was turned to a floure, Archane to a Spi- 
der, with a great number or others haue beene tranſfozmed ſoime in⸗ 
to beaſts, ſome into foules, and ſome into fiſhes : but amongeſt the 
reſt ofthe myꝛacles that haue beene wougcht by the goddeſle, this 
Nozie falleth out moſt meete and fitting to our purpole, 

There mas ſometime remaining in the country ol Pheſtos a mar- 
ried couple, the huſband called by the name of Lictus, the wile Tele 
thuſa, who being with child, was willed by herhuſbanv ſo — 


Of Phylorus 


ſhe ſhould be deliuered, if it were not a lad, that the child ſhould pꝛe⸗ 
ſently bee ſlaine: his wife being deliuered at her appointed time, 
bꝛought kooꝛth a girle, and yet notwithſtanding her huſbands com- 
maundement, bzought vp the childe, making her huſband beleene it 
was a boy, and called it by the name of Iphis, and thus as it grew in 
veares, was apparelled like a lad: and being after by his father al⸗ 
ſured to a wife called by the name of lanthe, àa pong maiden, and the 
daughter of cne releſt dwelling in Dictis, Telethuſa the mother of 
Iphis, fearing her deceit would be knowen, deferred off the mariage 
day ſo long as ſhe coulde, ſometimes faming tokens pf euil ſucceſſe, 
ſometimes faining ſickeneſſe, ſometinies one thing, ſometimes ano- 
ther : but when all her ſhifts were dꝛiuen to an ende, and the marri⸗ 
age day at hand, Telethuſa comming to the Temple of the goddeſle 
Iſis, with her haire ſcattered about her eares , where befoze the aul⸗ 
tare of Iſis, ſhe made her humble ſupplications, and the gentle god: 
deſſe having compaſſion, tranſfoꝛmed Iphis to a man. 

Locheere Briſilla, as great a matter hꝛought to paſſe as ante 
we haue ſpoken of yet, and the goddeſſes bee of as great fozce and 
might in theſe dayes as euer they were in times paſt, wee want but 
the ſame ʒeale and faith to demaund it, and ſure in my opinion, if et- 
therof vs made our requeſt to the goddeſſes, who commonly be ſtill 
Aliſtant to helpe diſtreſſed wights, they would neuer refuſe to grant 
our reaſonable requeſts : and J will aduenture on it my (elfe , and 
that without any further circumſtance. | 

Andherewithallhe ſeemed with many piteous ſighs , towing 
vp his hands to the heauens, to mumble with many woꝛds in ſecret, 
as thaugh he han beene in ſome great contemplation : and ſudainely 
without any manner of ſlirruig eyther of hand oz foote, did lie ſtil as 
it had beene a thing immooueable : whereat Briſilla beganne fo? to 
mule, and in che end ſpake to hum: but Phyle rno made no manner 
of anſwere, but ſeemed as though he had been in ſome trance, wher⸗ 
with Briſilla beganne to tall, and wich her arme to ſhake him: and 
Phylerno giuing a piteous ſigh, as though he had beene awaked ſo⸗ 
dainly out of ſome dzeame, faide,© blefſed goddefle Venus, I yeeld 
thee humble thankes, that haſt not diſpiſed to grant mp requeſt: and 
then ſpeaking to Briſilla he ſaide: My Briſilla be of good 
fo2 the ſame goddeſſe which hath not difdained to heare my ſuppli⸗ 
cation, will likewiſe be aſltffant to further our farther pꝛetences, as 
here after at our better leiſure we ſhal couſiver of: in che meane time 

| TELewe 


und Eniel RA. 
teteiue thy louing friend, that to day was appointed to be thy fachers 
wife, but now conſecrated by the goddeſſe to be thy lovinghuſband: 
and herewithall anbzacing Briſilta in his armes; ſheeperceiued in⸗ 
derde that Eine lia was perfectly meramozphoſed, which contentep 
her very well, chink ing her ſelle a thꝛice happy woman to light of 
ſuch a bedfellow: thus bath of them the one pleaſed very well with 
the other, they paſled the time till yhylotus had pꝛepared and made 
all things ready foꝛ his marriage day: and then callimg his friendes 
and neighbours about him, to the church they goe togecher, where 
Alberto gaue Phylerno his ſonne in the ſtead of his daughter Eme- 
ha to Phyſotus fo) His vitfe: vchen all the reſt of the marriage tites 
that are to be done in the church were perkourmed, they paſled foꝛth 
the day with feaſting and great mirth vntill it was uight. When 
the company beganne tobzeake vp, and euery one to take his leave, 
and Phy lotus wich his laibe were hzought inta their chamber, where 
Phyle rno deſiring the caupanp to auoyd, and making fat the dooze 
he laide vnta Phylotus , chere teſleth vet a matter to be decided be: 
tweene pou and me, and ſeeing we be heere together our ſelues, and 


py 


that time and place doth fall out fo fit, I hola it fo2 the beſt that it be 
pꝛeſently detern et . I er e - 27 715 1225 | ? 
LAhat is the matter then (quoth PhyJotus) ſpeake boldelpmp 
| Emel1a+ and if there be any thing chat hanga in vilpence betweene 
vs, I truſt it ſhall eaſilp be bꝛotight to a god agreemenr. 
JI God it may (quot Dhylerno) and to reueale che mat⸗ 
ter in bꝛiele and 8 it is this, Dan are now my hul⸗ 
band, ar J pit Lüwftultulfe, and fox chat J doe kn we the diffe⸗ 
rente in our peeres; dur ſelfs being ie olde and J very pong, it nini 
neeves fall out there will be as great diuerſitie in dur conditions: fot 
age is commonly giuen to be froward, teſtie and ouerthwart 2 youth 
againe to be frolcke, pleaſant aud merry: and ſo e wile in all our o⸗ 
ther conditions we ſhall be found ſo contrary and diſagreeing, that it 
will be imhaſlchle to like the bre or the others doings: Foz when 
call ſeeme ta followe my oume ha mour, then it will fall out to your 
| difcontentuieit; Aim vou againe to follow that diet which your aße 
doch conffraive will be moſt loathome vrto me, then vou berg my 
hal band wi thinke to tommarnd ine. and J muſt be obe dient to your 
— 1 but Adin | 1 —-—- — 
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Of phylotus 


thus we ſhall line neither ol vs both in quiet, no2 neither of vs boch 


contented, And therefoze foꝛ the auoyding of theſe mconuemences, 
IJ haue deniled this way, that being thus together by our ſelues, we 
will trie by the eares which of vs ſhalbe the maſter and haue authoꝛi⸗ 
tie to commaund: if the bictoꝛie happen on pour ſide, Jam conten- 


ted foꝛ euer after to frame mp ſelfe to pour oꝛdinance and wil, as it | 


ſhall pleaſe you to appoint : if otherwiſe the conqueſt happen on nip 
ſide, J will triumph like a victoꝛ, and wil looke tobeare ſuch a ſwap, 
that J will not be contraried in any thing whatloeuer it hallpleale 
me to commaund. ä 

Phylotus not knowing what to make of theſe ſpeeches, and 
thinks the time very long, till hee had taken his firſt fruites, aide: 
Tome, come, my Eme lia let vs goe to bed, where J doubt not but 
wee ſhall ſo well agree that theſe matters will eaſily bee taken vp, 
without aux controuerſie, ſuch as vou haue ſpoken of 
Meuer while J live (quoth Phylerno) befoze J know whereon 
to reſolue ; and whether you Call reſt at my commaundement, oꝛ J 
at yours; | 


hy (auth Plylotus) dog vou ſpeake in earneſt, 02 woulde Þ 


you looke to commaund me that am your huſband, vnto whome you 
ought to vſe all duetie and obedience, - TEASED 

Then were J ta good caſe (quoth Phylerno) that ſhould be tied 
to vſe duety oꝛ obedience, to a man of your peares, that woulde not 


let to ꝑeſeribe vs rules of your owne dotage, to be oblexued in ſfead | 


of domeſticall diſcipline. THE ig OT Ry 
Then J perceiue (quoth Phylotus) we ſhall haue ſomething a- 
doe with pou hereafter, that will vſe me with theſe termes the verie 


firſt night: but ſee you make no moze to do, but comeonyour wales | 


to bed, 


And J perceiue (quoch Phylerno) the longer that J beare with 


you, the moꝛe foole J ſhall finde vou, and with this vp wich his fit 
and gaue Phylotus a ſure whirret on the eare ; Phylotus in a great 
rage fliethj againe to Phylerno : there was betweene them ſouſe fo? 
ſouſe, and box foꝛ box, that it was hard to iudge who ſhould haue the 
bictozie, In the ende Phylernogetteth Phy lotus faſt by the gray 
beard, and by plaine foꝛce pulleth him downe on the flooze, and ſo be 
pomels him about the face, that he was like to haue beene ftrang[ed 
with his owne blood, which guthe out ol his nole & mouth, Whexe- 
{oze holding vp his hands he cried : Dh Emclia» I peeing our 
anquithe 
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and E Melia 
vanquithed and dutertome: koꝛ Govs ſake hold thy hands, and J wil 
neuer mo2e contend with thee during life, 

Phylerno ſtaping himſelfe ſaid: art thou contented then to yteld 
me the conqueſt, and hereafter this accozding as thou halt — ne⸗ 
ter more to ſtriute with me. neuer to gainſay. auntcting wharſoener 
it ſhall pleaſe me to tommaund. 

Neuer while J liue (quoth Phy lotus) and therefoze fo Gods 
ſake let me arife , and challenge to your ſelfe what ſuperioꝛttie you 

pleaſe, which lr me (hal neuer be denyed ſo long as J ſhall liue. 

dell (quoth Phyleino) but befoze J will let ↄ ou ariſe, I will 
haue you p2omile me toconkirme thele conditions, which followe in 
this manner: firſt, chat at my pleaſure J may goe abꝛoave wich my 
friends to make merry fo often as J liſt, whither J liſt, and with 
whom J liſt:and neither at my going foxth to be demaunded whither 
J will, ne at my returne to be aſked where q haue beene. J wil fur: 
ther haue you condilcend to this, what W2aſnmch/as J haue learned, 
that it is not only very vntosthſſume, but like mile very vumholſome, 
fo: youth and agt to lie ſoaking together in one bed, J wil therefoꝛe 
make no bedfellowe of peu, but at my owne pleaſure, and in maner 
as followeth, that is to ſay: this firſt peere J ſhall be contented to 
beſtowe one nicht in a moneth to doe poupleaſare, if I may ſte pou 
woozthy of i it, oꝛ that pou be able todeſerue iti unit the fit yeere be⸗ 
ing once expired, foure times a vers may very welſutũce, chat is, aue 
night n quarter, as it ſhal pieafe my ſelfe to nubint. There be nia: 
ny other matters which I wil not now ſtand torepeate, dut theſe bes 
foze rehearſed be the pzincipall things wherein J will not be rontrol⸗ 
led, but meane to follow mine owne ltking, How ſay you Pltvſotus, 
can. vou be contented ta frame pour ſelle heerem to toftowe nip dirt; 
ction: 

Alas (quot. Phy lotus) J ſee no other hilt, JT muſt nerfinrens 
devonr my ſelfe patiently to abide whatſoever it ſhall pleaſe you to 
command, and dae peelde my ſelke as recreantandoyercome?, an 
wholly doe pus my ſelle to your fauour ard mercy; 5 en dureceiue 
whatſoeuer it ſhall pleaſe you to award vnta me. 

Phylerno letting hiui nowe ariſe, aide: 127rpate pour ſelfe the 
to go to pour bed, ald anene at mine owne leiſure J will teme vnto 
vou, and departe againe at mine owne pleaſure when ag I ſhall ſee 


tm e. 
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Of Phylotu⸗ 


and viſit him: went quietly to his bed, there to abide the good houre 
till Enie lia did tome. 
Phylerno hauing pꝛepared one of thele mertenarie women 


(whereof chere are great ſinꝛe in Rome ta he had) conucped her to 


the bed of Phylotus giuing her inſtructieus howe to ble her ſelle, 


and went himſeife to his belt beloned Briſilla, whome hee had made 
pꝛiuy to his whole deuite, and in this maner it was agreed betweent 
them, they had thought to haue dieted Phylotus once a moneth with 
ſome ca ſtuffe, ſuch as they could hire beſt cheape in the towne, 

Bui it fell out that Flannn, whome-you haue heard bcſoze, had 
ſtalne away Eme lia, being at the church the ſame day that Phy lotus 

was married, and ſawe Alberto giue his ter Eme lia to Phy- 

lotus fo: his wife, had thought alſuredly that himſelfe had beene be. 
ceiued by ſome deuill m ſpirute that had taken vpon him the lukeneſſe 
of Emelia. And theretoze þ elfe home with all poſlible 
ſperde, came to Emelia, andbleſſinohimſeife, he ſaide: I charge 
thee in the name of the liuing God, that thou tell me what thou art; 
and that thou pꝛeſently depart to the plate from whence thou camſt. 
And J coniure thee in the name of the holy Trinitie , by our bleſſey 
lady the virgin Mary, by augelles and arehangelles, patriarkes any 
Lubbe bythe apdſtles and -foureeuangeliſts Matthew, Parke, 


reſt ofthe rabble and blefſeyrowe of heauen, that thou quietly depart 
without. any manner of pꝛeiudice, eicher to man, woman, oz childe, 
either to any manner of beaſt that is vppon the face of the earth, the 
foules of the aire, oꝛ the fiſhes of the ſca, and without any manner of 
tempeſt, ſtozme, whirlewinde, thunder oꝛ lightning, and that thou 
take no manner of ſhape that may ſecme either terrible oꝛ fearefull 
vnto me. 

-, Fmelia hearing theſe woꝛdes, maruelling much what they 
meant: with aſmilingcountenaoice came towardes Flanius, ſay: 


ing: why home nowe Seignioꝛ Flmius. what, da pou thinke niee to 


be ſome deuill, oꝛ any hagge of hell, that you fall ſo to coniuring and 
bleſſing of your felfes 

J charge thee tome no neerer ( quoth Flani G ſtand back, l theſe 
entitements can no langer abuſe me, when I haue ſeene with mine 
cies my beloved Eme lia, married in the church, and giuen by Al; 


berto her father, to Phylotus leg his wife, what could 2 kunt 


think ft yet to be fonte part of amends, that ſhe han mamiſed ed conn | 


ke and Jahn, hy all the haly martyzes and confeſſours , and the 
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| ofchee but to be ſome fiend, oz ſent vnto me by ſome inchantments? 


and Emelia; 


witchcraft , and therefoze J will nu longer neither of thy company, 
neither of thy conference: And heerewithall taking Emel ia by the 
ſhoulders, he thꝛuſt her foꝛth of doozes, and ſhutting the dooze after 


ber: he gat him to his chamber, where he fell to his ppaiers, thinking 


ſlſuredly that Eme lia had been ſome ſpirite. 


But Emelia, after ſhe had a thꝛee oꝛ fottre dates made what 
meanes ſhe could to Flanius, and ſaw it was in baine: was diuen ta 
o to her father, befoze whom, falling vppon her knees, ſhee deſires 

m moſt humbly to foꝛgiue her. ee | 
Alberto takmg her vp in his hands ſayd , thathee knew nothing 


wherein ſhee had offendedhim , but her ſuitemight eaſily be gran⸗ 


fed, 

Deare father (quoth Emelia : ) J know J haue offended, and ſo 
karre as my fact deſerueth, rather to be puniſhed than pitied: the re⸗ 
membꝛante whereof is ſo lothſome vnto me, that J feare to call pon 
by the name of father, hauing ſhewed my ſelle ſo vnwoꝛthy abaigh- 
ter. Thele woꝛds ſhe pꝛonounced with ſuch ſoꝛrom, that che teares 
ſtreamed downe her cheekes: wherewith Alberto mooned with na⸗ 
turall affection, ſaid : Deare childe, J knowe no ſuch offence that 
ought to be ſo greeuoully taken: but ſpeake boldly wharſoeuer it be, 
I freely foꝛgiue it. Eme lia vety well comtoꝛted with thele fpreches, 
began to diſcourſe how the firſt viſguiſed het ſelfe in pages apparell, 
and what griefe it was to her conſcience; that ſhe ſhould ſo karre ſtray 
from the vuety and obedience of a childe, and to become a fugitive in 
mans #parell, But her facher not ſuffering her further to pꝛoceede 
in her tale, aid: Alas deare daughter if this be the matcer, it is long 


agẽde ſich J haue both foꝛgiuen and forgotten theſe cauſes, and there⸗ 


fore let thele things neuer trouble you. But tell me nowe, How doe 
pou like of pour bedſellom, how agree yon with hin, oꝛ he with vou, 
J would be glad to know? Alas deare father (quoth Eme ſia) that is 
the matter that J come to you, he hath turned me away. and will no 


ö longer take me foꝛ his wife, and what is the cauſe that hath moourd 
him vnto it, J pꝛoteſt befoꝛe God J know not for y life, | 


Hath he turned thee awap"(quoth'Albert©)- mp felfe will quickly 
finde a remedie fs2 that matter: and that without any nioꝛe ta doe 
(would not tarry ſo much as while his gowne was a buſhing) but 
out of dogzes he goes towards Phy !otus, vihem by thante hee met 


| withalltichelreetes, and in agreatthafebegins to challeuge hem 
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Of Phylotus 


fo; abuling ot his daughter, ſwearing that he would make all Raine 
to ſpeake of his abule, if he meant to pꝛoceed in that he had begun. 

Lhylotus wondering to lee the man in ſuch an agony , began ta 
wiſh that he had neuer ſeene him no? his daughter neuher, and that 
if any body haue cauſe to complaine, it is J (quoth Phylotus) that 
haue married ſuch a wife, that is moze like to a diuell than a woman: 
and J perceiue now is maintamed in her miſchiefe by you that are 
her father, who ought rather to rebuke her then ſo to take her part, 
and to incourage her in her lewdneſle, 

hat incouragement is this vou ſpeake of (quoth Alberto) J 
know not what you meane by theſe woꝛdes but aſl ure your. ſelfe of 
this, that as J will not maintame ny childe in any thing that is euil, 
ſo J will not ſee her take a manifeſt wong. 

Doe pouthinte this ts be good then (quoth Phyiotus) that pour 
daughter ſhould beſtow ſuch hanſell en her hul hank as thee hath al⸗ 
ready beſtowed vpon me, and then pointmg tohis face, he ſad : See 
heere your daughters handy wozke,how thinke you, is this requiſits 
to be bozne withall , that you ſtand ſo much in pour daughters de- 
fence % 

Alberto ſeeing his face all ſwollen, and the ſkin ſcratched off, 
perceived that Phylotus was at a frap, and had good cauſe to com- 
plaine ; and wond2ing that his daughter was. ſo ſodainly become a 
ſhzew, ſaid : If this be my daughters handie wozke, J ean-neyther 
beare withall, neither will J allowe it in her ſa to vſe her huſband, 
And cherefoꝛe J pꝛay you, let me heare the matter debated between 
vou, and J doubt not, but to take ſuch oꝛder as there ſhall no moꝛe az 
ny ſuch rule haypen bei weene you, 

Jam contented you ſhal debate what you wille quoth Phy lotus) 


ſo it map be done with quietneſſe, but J will neuer moze contend 


wich her foꝛ the maiſterie while J liue, che hath already wonne it, J 


am contented ſhe Gall weare it. 


J pꝛay you then (quoth Alberto) that you will go heme to your 
one houſe, and J will go fetch my daughter, and will come vnto 


you ſtraightmay, and J doubt not but ta take ſuch oꝛder betweene ; 


vou, as ſhall fall out to bach ys ur likings. 


Ji pzay- God you may ( quoth Phy lotus) and J, will 90 heme, am 


there will ſtay your co mmir g. 
Alberto likewiſe went to his 6wne houſe, and calling Emelia, 


a woꝛd to her, but willed her to follow him: and comming 
to 
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and Emelia. 


to the houſe of Phylotus, whom he found within, tarrylig his com 


ming. And it koꝛtuned at the ſame inſtant, Plyylerno and Bri ſilla, 


| both were gone into the towne to buy certaine thiigs , that they had 
need of. And Alberto beginning firſt to rebuke his daughter, that 


would ſeeme in ſuch maner to abuſe her huſband, and with a long 


| diſcourſe he pꝛeached vnto her, with what duetie and obedience, wo⸗ 


men ought to bſe their huſbands withall, and not to take vpon them 
like maiſters, to corect and chaſtiſe them, Eme lia denaied not one- 
ly the fact, but alſo ſhe denied Phylotus to be her huſbaud. 

CUhat haue wee heere to doe (quoch the Father) howe canſt 
thou (ſhameleſſe queane) denie that, which within theſe foure daies 
was perfoꝛmed, in the face ofthe whole wozld * | 

Eme lia ſtanding ſtiffe to her cackling , would in no wile confeſſe 
that euer ſhe was married. | 

Then her father beganne to charge her with her owne wo2 des, 
which he had vſed to her befoze , howe ſhee had diſguiſcd her ſelfe in 
mans apparell, and ſo ffolne away fozth of dooꝛes, the which Eme lia 
neuer denied. Mhy then (quoth her father) did not J meete thee in 
che ſtreets, and at the requeſt of thy hulband heere pꝛeſent, did foꝛ⸗ 
giue thy fault, to whom J then deliueted chee, and wich whom thou 
halt euer ſince remained, he 

Emelia made flatte demall of ante of all theſe ſayinges to bee 
true. Alberto in a great furie, mould haue taken witnelle of Phy- 
lotus, in che matter: but Dhylotus fearing another banquet at 
night, when hee ſhould ga to bed, durſt not in any wiſe ſeeme to 
contrary-Emelia. In the end after great fending and pꝛoduing had 
in che matter, Emelia from point to point diſcourſed to her Fa⸗ 
ther, howe thee firſt fell into the liking of Flanius, and by his 
pꝛactiſe, fo conueighed her ſelle away in his ages apparell, and 
had with him remained all this while, till nowe hee had turned her 
a wap. 5 8 : | f Fi 
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Her lather would in no wile allow this tale to be true, but Flani- 
us being well knowen to be a courteous Gentleman, Alberto deui⸗ 
ſied to ſend foꝛ him: who preſently. at his gentle intreatte , came to 
the houſe of Phy lotus, wherehe ſpared not to conleſſe a trueth, that 


onely foz the lone that he bare to Emelia, hee deviſed to ſteale her a- 
wap: and there came one vnto him in the likeneſſe of Emelia, and in 
the (ine apparell that he had pꝛouided foz her, whom he very charily 


kept,vntil ſuch time as he ſaw with his owne cies, that Emelia was 


married 


Of ND 


married in the Church to Phylotus , and then alluring himſelle that 
he had been deceiued by one Spirite, that he had taken vppon him 
the ümilitude and likeneſle of Kmelia, he pzeſently cane ham, any 
turned her away, and what was become of her he conld neuer learn. 

Alberto much amazed to heare this tale, ſaid Scignioꝛ Flaniu⸗ 
doe you know your Eme lia againe, if you ſee her: and then pointing 
to his daughter, he ſaid: Is not this the ſame Emelia that you ſpake 
of, which you haue turned away. J knowe not (guoth Flamius) the 
one from the other , but fure J ſame with mine eies two Emelias ſo 
like, that the one of them of is2ce muſt needs be the diucil, 

There is no queſtion ( quoth l hylotus) but that is my wife, if 
there be euer a diuell ol them both, 3 know it is ſhe: Out alas *. 
_ Ji was done, what Hail J now * Ii knowe J haue married 

e diuell. 

And by foꝛtune as Alberto 40 to looke forth of the window 
beefpied Phylerno and Brifiila in the Creete comming homewards; 
Peace (quoth Alberto) hexe commeth the other Emelia, weeſhall 
now trie, which of them is ide diuel((J tht e) befoze we depart. 

Bythis Phylerno was come in, and hearing howe matters had 
been debatey, and were fallen out : Againe, knowing Alben tus to 
be his father, and what pꝛeiudice his ſiſter Emelia wes like to ſuſtain 
if thee ould be fozlaken hy her friend and lover Flaniug , confeſſed 
the whole matter, humbly defiring his father to foꝛgiue him. 

Mien hee Had a while woadzed at the cirrumſtanre, "andihe 
reuethofcuery thing lard open, and come te hight, all partes bery 
well pleaſed-and contented, ſauing Phylotut, fo? whenbeeremem- 
bed, firſtthe loſſe of his loue Eme lia: then how Phy)ernohaybes: | 
ten him, what a bedfellow hee had pꝛouided him, while her himſeift 
mant an lay with his daughter: theſe chinges put altogicher, made 
ſuch a chafe, that he was icke tu runne out of his wits: But 
he had regarded a good while, and ſaw howe little help it did | 
— — was eontented in the end that his daughter Briſilla. 
ſhould merry with Phylerno, aud Flaaius berp ioytuliy reteiue d a- 
Kainehis Emelia (when he knew thee was au dinell) and buch the 
marriages couſimmute in ove day Aud ſo n 
Pp, —— — enen . 
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